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Thatcher heads for Gulf talks with Bush 
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Lebanese president meets with Assad 
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Qasem meets 
counterparts 

NEW YORK (Petra) — Deputy 
prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan A1 Qasem met 
in the past few days with several 
foreign ministers talcing part in 
the meetings of the 45tb session 
of the U.N. General Assembly. 
Qasem met the foreign ministers 
of Pakistan, Indonesia, Belgium, 
the Netherlands, Finland, the 
Soviet Union, Britain, Canaria, 
Greece, France and Tran and 
discussed with them bilateral re- 
lations and the latest develop- 
meats in the Gulf region. Qasem 
is also holding contacts with Arab 
foreign ministers to discuss ways 
to solve the Golf crisis in a way 
that can solve rifts among Arab 
stares. 

Sheikh Jaber sends 
message to 
Rafsanjani 


-■ufiattj. NICOSIA (R) — The state minis- 

ter for foreign affairs in the top- 
pled Kuwaiti government, Sheikh 
Nasser Mohammad A1 Ahmad, 
-Olds left ban Saturday after three days 
■(J j» of talks on the Golf crisis, Iran's 
. national news agency ERNA said. 

s "ini Sheikh Nasser described Ms talks 
with Iranian Deputy Foreign 
iiju Minister Ali Moh amm ad Beshar- 
ati as constructive and thanked 
cacsij Iran for its stance on the Gulf 
crisis. He left Tehran for Dubai, 
U 2 sl said IRNA which is received in 
sc iss* Cyprus. The Kuwaiti minister de- 
• 22 = i:± Hvered a message from the exiled 
:: rid emir, Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 
si ::rs Sabah, to President AH Akbar 
:ncc '2 Hashemi Rafsanjani. The visit 
Hex: was the second by a Kuwaiti' 

:*•; ^ * minister to Iran since Iraq took 
*:r ±. : over the emirate Aug. 2. 

vam: Mauritania sends 

*=**’ message to Iraq 

r me • 

NICOSIA (R) — Mauritania's 
xi an interior minister arrived in Bagh- 
•xr.x v dad Saturday with a message 
' from his president for Iraqi leader 
;J; Saddam Hussein on develop- 

j ments in the Gulf crisis and bi- 

lateral relations, Baghdad Radio 
-ru:: r reported. The radio said the mes- 

■ ~zzzs sage from Mauritanian President 
Maaouya Ould SicTahmad Taya 
was carried by Interior Minister 
Djibril Ould Abdallahi. Mannta- 
^ nia supports Baghdad in the Gulf 
. , <4 crisis. 
kosW 

. Khaddam visits 
*<£ Egypt today 

r & CAIRO (R) — Syrian Vice- 
0& President Abdul H alim Khaddam 
i zr- 'r will visit Cairo Sunday, Egypt’s 
- 7 3 » l Middle East News Agency 
i !S ^ (MENA) reported Saturday. It 
.. v3? said Prime Mmister Ate£> Sedki 
f *-jc5 : would greet Khaddam at the aix- 

port hot gave no other details. 

- 

... ■&! Indian ship 
j.%* ferries 

700 refugees 

BAHRAIN (AP) — The Indian 
5 passenger ship Tfpn Sultan sailed 
dawn foe Gulf Saturday carrying 
• some 700 Indian refugees from 

.i ^ Kuwait. It was the second time in 
.; three weeks that Iraq has allowed 

■jc. foe evacuation of stranded fore- 
igners by sea from Kuwait. The 
f, A1 Safeea:, also Indian, brought 
■jZ ^ out 725 earlier this month in a 
.rfje*:' 30-hour journey in the sweltering 
.-ss^ Gulf heat. 

t'M Bhutto “will not 
be rubber stamp* 

KARACHI (R) — Sacked Palris- 

tani Prime Minister Benazir 
®^ atto promised bold, uncom- 
^-mi^ promising government if she is 
returned to power in elections 
next month. “I will not be a 
rubber-stamp prime minister,'* 
Bhutto told a meeting of 
^ businessmen Saturday. *T was not 
a rubber stamp prime pifrw<t«»-r 
j (before her Aug. 6 tfismissal).** 
she said. “And I do not want to 
rubber s tamp ' foe decisions of 
civil servants.” Bhutto is due to 
'! appear in a Karachi court Sunday 
ji\ h> answer charges of abusing 
J") power while in office. 

Explosion kills 

15 in Mogadishu 

y 

Mogadishu (ap) — An ex- 
plosion Saturday at foe headquar- 
ters of foe national custodial 
police on foe southern outskirts 
gjtfr 1 of Mogadishu killed at least five 
j people, sources said. A source 
dose to foe pireskienfs office, 
who declined to be identified, 
Said foe explosion appeared to be 
accident! ah 
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DAMASCUS (AP) — Lebanese President Elias Hrawi arrived in 
Damascus Saturday and met immediately with President Hafez AJ Assad, 
Lebanese and Syrian sources said. The sources said measures taken by 
Hrawi against rebel General Michel Aoun were the focus of the talks. 
Syria had pledged to assist the Lebanese government to gain control over 
ail Lebanese territory. Hrawi 's army closed all crossing points into Aoun’s 
enclave in Lebanon's Christian heartland Friday in a bid to starve him into 
submission. The move tightened an economic blockade damped by 
Hrawi ’s government July 30 against Aoun and his 15,000 mainly Christian 
soldiers in pockets they hold in east Beirut and the neighbouring Metn 
mountains. Supplies of flour, food and vegetables were banned from 
reaching Aoun's 200-square-kilometre zone Friday. Fuel supplies and 
money transfers had been banned for two months. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


King receives 
Iraqi message 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Saturday received a mes- 
sage from Iraqi IVesident Saddam 
Hussein on the latest develop- 
ments in the Gulf crisis and be- 
lieved contain Iraq’s response to 
a series of Arab and international 
initiatives to end the crisis. 

The message was delivered by 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz, who arrived here Saturday 
morning and left in the evening 
after talks with the King over 
lunch. No further details were 
given by the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, which reported foe 
meeting. 

foe talks were attended by 
Prime Mmister Mudar Badran 
and Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker. Aziz was 
accompanied by Saad Qasem 
Hammoudi, bead of the Arab 
Affairs Department at foe Iraqi 
Foreign Ministry and Iraqi 
Ambassador to Jordan Nouri 
Ismail. 

The Iraqi message to Jordan 
follows several proposals pre- 
sented by Arab and foreign lead- 
ers, including one produced by 


the King, Algerian President 
ChadU Benjedid and King Has- 
san II of Morocco last week, and 
a four-stage plan tabled by 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand at the United Nations 
General Assembly on Monday. 
In addition. Tunisia was reported 
to have made “certain specific 
suggestions’* to facilitate peace 
efforts. 

While it has not commented on 
the Jordanian-Algerian- 
Moroccan initiative, Iraq has wel- 
comed the French plan. 

Yemeni Leader Ali Abdullah 
Saleh is expected to present an 
initiative to end the Gulf crisis to 
foe Security Council, Jordan 
Television reported Friday with- 
out giving details. 

According to a Swedish offi- 
cial, Iraq is now “seriously” 
studying peace proposals. 

“We are starting to distinguish 
certain results,” Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs Pierre 
Schori told a news briefing in 
Stockholm. 

“The sanctions have started to 
bite, we know that, and various 
peace proposals are for foe first 
time being discussed seriously,” 
he said. He said Sweden has 


emissaries in foe Gulf region, but 
he did not elaborate on tbe peace 
proposals or foe effects of foe 
sanctions. 

Mitterrand has suggested that 
an Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait 
should be followed by an interna- 
tional solution for foe Middle 
East crisis, including foe civil war 
in Lebanon and Palestinian 
aspirations for an independent 
state. 

“Mitterrand's peace plan has 
not been rejected but appears in 
discussiions on a serious level,” 
Schori said. 

A Jordanian cabinet official 
told foe Associated Press that the 
Iraqi message to foe King dealt 
“with foe tense situation in the 
Gulf region." He did not elabo- 
rate. 

In a later telephone interview, 
the official told the AP Aziz 
briefed King Hussein on foe 
situation in foe Gulf. 

“We want to advance peace in 
this region and reach a peaceful 
settlement to foe conflict," said 
foe officail. 

He described Aziz’s visit and 
talks here “important, especially 
in this period.” 


Parliament opening session 
postponed until Nov. 18 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Royal 
Decree was issued Saturday, 
postponing foe opening of foe 
regular session of Parliament 
from Oct. 1 to Nov. 18, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

Parliament ended an un- 
usually lengthy extraordinary 
session earlier this month. 
While this was cited by some 
deputies as the reason for the 
delay while some others said 
foe exigencies of foe Gulf 
crisis were behind the move. 
Normally, Parliament opens 
Oct. 1 and takes a recess Janu- 
ary end. It can be called to 
extraordinary session by a 
Royal Decree. 

“Tbe postponement was ex- 
pected since foe extraordinary 
session was long,” said Am- 
man Deputy Hammam Saeed. 


He said, however, deputies 
had not asked for a postpone- 
ment and hinted that a possible 
cabinet reshuffle might have 
prompted foe decision. 

Deputy Yaqoub Qarrash, an 
independent Islamist deputy 
from Amman, said he would 
have preferred to have foe 
House meet as scheduled. “At 
this stage in foe life and history 
of our country and region, we 
require increased participation 
in dedsion-making by foe peo- 
ple's representatives.” 

“We know that foe lead- 
ership is under enormous 
pressure,” he said. “But the 
people can always endure the 
pressure and support their 
leadership.” 

Qarrash said he and his fel- 
low Islamist independent De- 
puty Leith Shbcilat bad always 


advocated a longer working 
session of Parliament. 

Deputy Thouqan Hindawi 
noted that foe postponement 
of foe session “is within foe 
constitutional powers of His 
Majesty the King, who can 
delay the opening upto a 
period of two months." 

“Perhaps the developments 
in foe region and Jordan’s posi- 
tion and viewpoints towards 
these development might have 
prompted IBs Majesty’s deci- 
sion,” Hindawi told foe Jordan 
Times. 

Deputy Deeb Maijji agreed 
but said, “we would have liked 
to have taken an active pan in 
the situation.” 

In any event, he said, foe 
postponement “gives us time 
to prepare well before foe ses- 
sion opens" Nov. 38. 


German 
court 
rejects 
election plan 

KARLSRUHE (Agencies) — 
West Germany’s highest court on 
Saturday rejected a plan for un- 
ited German elections Dec. 2 
because it harts small parties, 
including East Germany's former 
communists. 

The constitutional court’s deci- 
sion will not stop German unifica- 
tion Wednesday, but it will re- 
quire parties to agree on a new 
system for electing a united Ger- 
man parliament — one that will 
pass tbe court's standards. 

West German Justice Minister 
Hans Engelhard said his govern- 
ment will try to meet the Dec. 2 
election date and respect the de- 
cision of the constitutional court. 

West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, in foe meantime, will 
be in charge of a united Germany 
after Wednesday, when his 
cabinet and foe West German 
parliam ent will be expanded to 
in dude East German representa- 
tives. 

The constitutional court acted 
on a complaint brought by East 
Germany's former Communist 
Party, the environmental Greens 
coalition, and foe far-right Re- 
publicans. 

Hans Christian Stroebele, 
spokesman for the Greens, called 
foe ruling “sweet success against 
foe arrogance of the cocky domi- 
nant parties.” 

The court objected to the rule 
that all parties must poll at least 
five per cent across Germany to 
win any seats in the new all- 

German parliament. 


France to ‘retaliate’ if Iraq 
linked to Djibouti blast 


PARIS (R) — Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas said Saturday 
France would retaliate if Iraq was 
linked to a grenade attack on a 
crowded cafe in Djibouti that 
killed a French boy. 

The blast Thursday was 
apparently aimed at off-duty 
French troops in the Red Sea 
state who have been reinforced 
because of foe Gulf crisis. 

Asked on television what 
France would do if the attack was 
traced to Baghdad or its 
“agents,” Dumas said: "There 
will certainly be French reaction, 
better believe it, and it will cor- 
respond to the odious nature of 
this attack. 

The nine-year-old boy of a 
French warrant officer was killed 
and 17 people were injured in the 
grenade attack on a cafe fre- 
quented by off-duty troops. Fif- 
teen of the injured were French. 

Reports from Djibouti, rear 
base for the French military pre- 
sence confronting Iraqi forces in 
foe Gulf, said investigators had 
arrested several people, but there 
was no word on who was re- 
sponsible for foe attack. 

Dumas, interviewed in New 
York by foe TV Channel Anten- 
ne 2, said tbe attack coincided 
with high tension in foe Gulf and 
the massing of international 
forces to challenge Iraq's takeov- 
er of KuwaiL 

“One can therefore effectively 
make a link” between foe two 
developments, he said. 

There was however “No par- 
ticular element of investigation or 
of claim yet to lead to such formal 
conclusions,” Dumas added. 

Sources in Djibouti described 
the capita] as tense and said 
French nationals had been 


advised to stay indoors. Normally 
busy bars and hotels were empty 
and shut early Friday. 

They said there was still no chie 
as to who was behind foe attack, 
and no one has claimed responsi- 
bility. But informed sources said 
some of those arrested were be- 
lieved to be of Somali origin. 

Supporters of Iraq demons- 
trated in the Somali capital of 
Mogadishu m support of Bagh- 
dad. 

Since the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, France has increased its 
military presence in Djibouti 
from foe permanent 4,000 troops 
agreed in a 1977 pact to over 
13,000. 

On Thursday Djibouti's Prime 
Minister Barkat Gourad Hama- 
dou met foe deposed emir of 
Kuwait at the United Nations in 
New York and reaffirmed his 
country’s support for moves to 
expel ail Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait, newspapers reported 
Saturday. 

A spokesman for the French 
army said: “Our troops are in 
Djibouti under accords that rec- 
ognise its independence. Every- 
thing is therefore under the con- 
trol of foe Republic of Djibouti.” 

Police in Djibouti again ques- 
tioned a taxi driver who was 
taken hostage by foe four attack- 
ers and whose vehicle was used as 
a getaway car and dumped about 
30 kilometres southwest of the 
city. 

Officials said three of the in- 
jured were still in a serious condi- 
tion, inducting the father of foe 
dead boy. 

A French diplomat said foe 

attack on foe Cafe de Paris was 
dearly aimed at French troops 
stationed in Djibouti. 



BSs Majesty King Hussein Saturday meets with Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz. At right is 
Prune Minister Mudar Badran (Petra photo) 

Jordan explains its position, 
problems to world leaders 

Crown Prince criticises governments for 
not living up to aid pledges, meets Baker, 
Shevardnadze, Quayle and Scowcroft 


Combined agency dispatches 

UNITED NATIONS — His 
Royal. Highness Crown prince 
Hassan Saturday continued his 
meetings with world leaders 
attending foe United Nations 
General Assembly after holding a 
rare round of talks with the fore- 
ign ministers of foe U.S. and the 
Soviet Union and criticising gov- 
ernments for not fulfilling their 
pledge of aid to Jordan to help it 
cope with foe adverse impact of 
the Gulf crisis on its economy. 

The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra, repored that the Crown Prince 
Saturday met with Turkish Presi- 
dent Turget Ozal and exchanged 
views with him on the Gulf crisis 
and foe latest development in the 
region. 

The Crown Prince Friday de- 
scribed Jordan as seized by “ex- 
treme cold anger” over their 
worsening economic situation 
and he criticised nations who 


pledged to help Amman weather 
the Gulf crisis but so far had 
given nothing. 

Appearing ai a press conference 
that drew 3 packed crowd of about 
150 journalists and Middle East 
analysts. Crown Prince Hassan 
answered questions on Jordan 'secono- 
mic situation. 

"Is the stopping of tbe flow politic- 
al or economic?” Prince Hassan said 
of tbe financial aid that was pledged 
by many countries to assist states 
hardest hit by the U.N. embargo 
against Baghdad. 

“If it is political, why are we being 
punished? Did Jordan invade 
Kuwait?.” he asked. 

"Does the hatred that has brought 
together an alliance unprecedented in 
modern political history (against 
Iraq)... go beyond the opposition to 
the... invasion of Kuwait to include 
anyone and everyone on the basis of 
‘you're not on tbe team?” 

Jordan has con demend Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait on Aug. 2. It has 
complied with U.N. sanctions, but 
has informed the world body that it 
would continue to buy oil from Iraq. 


The White House this week said 
while it understood the difficult press- 
ures Jordan faced, it was “dis- 
appointed in the conduct of that 
country at this point." 

“With eveiy perceived attack on 
Jordan ami questioning of Jordan's 
motive, effectively with eveiy succes- 
sive wave of evacuees into Jordan, 
with the virtual dosing of port of 
Aqaba to trade with the outside 
world, with insurance now rising to 20 
and 30 per cent on ships, the situation 
dearly in the street is one of extreme 
cold anger," Prince Hassan said. 

Jordanians “feel more isolated ev- 
ery day, they feel more desperate 
every day” and wonder why food is 
becoming in short supply when Jor- 
dan has accepted over 600,000 eva- 
cuees from Iraq and Kuwait, he said. 

“Why should we be taking from 
our stocks and making this available 
to governments who have made a 
great deal about pledging to Jordan 
but have not yet disbursed those 
funds in assistance to Jordan, whether 
over the subject of evacuees on tbe 

(Continued on page 5) 


Badran, 

Zoubi 

exchange 

messages 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Min Liter of Tourism and Anti- 
quities Abdul Karim Kabariti met 
in Damascus Saturday with Sy- 
rian Prime Minister Mahmoud A! 
Zoubi and delivered a message 
from Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 


The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, which reported foe meeting, 
did not disclose the contents of 
foe message but noted that Zoubi 
gave foe Jordanian minister a 
reply message to Badran. 

Petra said Kabariti and Zoubi 
discussed steps taken by Damas- 
cus and Amman to implement 
resolutions passed by the Joint 
Jordanian-Syrian Higher Com- 
mittee co -chaired by foe two 
prime ministers, specially in foe 
field of tourism. 

Kabariti and his Syrian coun- 
terpart Adnan Qouii discussed 
bilateral cooperation in tourism 
in the light of a protocol signed by 
the two sides. 

Badran last visited Damascus 
in August to co-chair foe higher 
joint committee meeting. 


Maan 

council 

dissolved 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
met Saturday under the chair- 
manship of Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran and decided to 
dissolve Maan Municipal Council 
and form a committee to replace 
the council for the remaining 
period of its term. 

The committee is chaired by 
Maan Governor Fahim Al 
Nawaiseh and includes as mem- 
bers Hamed Fayez AJ Sharari. 
Mahmoud Mohammad Al 
Bazay’ah, Ahmad Lutfi Al Kha- 
waldeh, Omar Musa Salah, Adel 
Shafiq Af Mahamid, Ziad Badi 
Abdul Dayem, Ahmad Issa Abu 
Salha, Ahmad Mohammad Mar'i 
Kxeishan, Mahmoud Abu HiJalah 
and Ibrahim Eid Assaf. 


Iraq says foreigners will not be 
denied food; U.S. steps up pressure 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ DENIED Saturday that 
foreigners would be deprived of 
food supplies when a rationing 
system begins next week. 

The United States, Britain and 
France appeared to be threaten- 
ing military action, and a senior 
American official hinted that 
Washington might seek U.N. 
approval for use of force against 
Iraq in the Gulf stand-off. 

Mohammad Mehdi Saleh, 
Iraq’s trade minister, said foe 
system of distributing ration 
cards, to begin Monday, would 
provide basic foodstuffs in equal 
shares “for all Iraqis, Arabs, 
diplomatic missions, fore- 
igners working in Iraq and all 
those who arrived as guest of Iraq 
without any preferential treat- 
ment for any group.” 

Guests of Iraq is foe term 
Baghdad applies to Westerners 
who have been taken to strategic 
sites in an effort to prevent a 
military attacak on foe country. 

“There are no instructions what- 
soever to deprive any foreign nation- 
als of the right to benefit from the 
ration card system, as claimed by 
some hostile and suspicious media 
reports within the context of their 
rabid campaign against Iraq,” Saleh 

said. 

. Commenting on earlier reports that 
foreigners in Iraq would be denied 
food supplies as of Monday, the 
minister said ihm what happened is 
that some countries that have expatri- 
ates in Iraq sought through United 
Nations bodies to secure additional 
food for their nationals. 

He said they sought “quantities of 
foodstuffs more than 10 times larger 
than the shares afloted to those in- 
cluded by the ration card system, and 
when we rejected these unjust de- 
mands they emba r ked 00 a smear 


campaign against Iraq's human treat- 
ment of the foreigners." 

Talk of Gulf war meanwhile spread 
Saturday after the White House 
warned Iraq. that its “devastation" of 
Kuwait coyld mean a faster course to 
conflict. ■ 

France added its voice with a 
pledge to retaliate if Iraq was linked 
to a grenade blast that killed a French 
boy and wounded 17 people in a bar 
packed with off-duty troops in 
Djibouti, rear base for French forces 
fating Iraq in the Gulf. 

British Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd was quoted as saying force 
would be the only option against Iraq 
if diplomacy and U.N. sactions failed. 
Cuban leader Fidel Castro accused 
Washington and its European 'and 
Arab allies of “banking on war." 

U.S. National Security Adviser 
Brem Scowroft hinted time was run- 
ning out for a peaceful solution after 
Kuwait's toppled emir, Sheikh Jaber | 

Al Ahmad Al Sabah, complained to i 
U.S. President George Bush of “atro- I 
cities and devastation" by Iraqi 
forces. 

"There's no question that what's 
happening in Kuwait affects tbe 
timetable." Scowcroft told reporters 
Friday. 

“Iraq will fail,” vowed Bush, 
saying be and the emir had agreed 
“that we must keep all our options 
open to ensure that Iraq’s unlawful 
occupation of Kuwait is ended.” 

The Washington Post quoted U.S. 
intelligence reports as saying Iraq was 
expected to have biological arms 
ready in a few months to add to its 
chemical weapons. It said evidence 
was growing that the White House 
was "looking favourably on an early 
war option." (ace page 2). 

"Kuwait’s sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity will be restored,” Bush 
said Friday after meeting with Sheikh 
Jaber. The White House meeting was 
intended as a sign that tire United 
States still regards the emir as the 
legitimate ruler of Kuwait. 

Sheikh Jaber described “terrifying 
conditions'* in Kuwait, Scowcroft 


said. 

Scowcroft said the account could 
lead the president to push for tougher 
U.N. action against Iraq, including 
U.N. -backed military action. 

Tbe United Nations has passed 
nine resolutions condemning Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait and meant to 
force its retreat. 

The emir travelled to Washington 
following a speech Thursday before 
the United Nations. 

“He sees the country being des- 
troyed right in front of his nose,” 
Scowcroft said. 

Asked if Sheikh Jaber had asked 
Bush to use military force now to 
reverse the takeover, the White 
House official replied: “No he did 
not, not in so many words." 

China took up the refrain Friday, 
but omitted its usual criticism of 'big 
power' involvement in the region. 


Western diplomats said this subtle 
change could indicate greater support 
for, or less opposition, to the U.S. 
military buildup in Saudi Arabia. 

Iraq’s government newspaper AJ 
Jomhouriya again warned of wide- 
spread devastation if war broke out. 
“The battle arenas would be multiple 
and die Gres wo’dd devour all oil 
fields, (he Zionist entity and agents of 
America in the region," it said in an 
editorial. 

Hurd, the British foreign secretary, 
said in an interview published Satur- 
day that force would have 10 be used 
against Iraq if diplomacy failed but 
that a final derision would not be 
taken for several weeks. 

Die United Arab Emirates semi- 
official newspaper Al Ittihad quoted 
Hurd as saying that Iraq would not be 

(Continued on page 3) 


Castro: Third World will explode 


HAVANA (R) — Cuban Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro has warned 
“foe Third World would ex- 
plode’ffom the economic shock of 
soaring oil prices if war broke out 
in tbe Gulf. 

Castro late Friday also repe- 
ated a previous call for a negoti- 
ated political solution to the Gulf 
crisis. 

“If war broke out... the Third 
World would explode,” he said in 
a speech marking the 30th 
anniversary of the creation in 
Cuba of neighbouring block com- 
mittees, known as committees for 
foe defence of foe revolution. 

Castro said war would force oil 
prices up to $60 a barrel or more, 
an unbearable cost for oil-import- 
ing Third World countries. The 
economies of developed nations 
would also be hit. 

“It would be a catastrophe for 
the world economy,” he added. 

Castro said a negotiated solu- 


tion would have to include the 
withdrawal of Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait but also foe withdrawal of 
U.S. and other Western forces 
from the region. 

“This conflict can and must be 
resolved politically... not to 
achieve a political solution would 
be a disaster for humanity," he 
said. 

He described as “repugnant” 
wbat he said was a U.S. attempt 
to starve foe Iraqi people into 
surrendering through an econo- 
mic blockade. But he also conde- 
mned Baghdad for holding fore- 
ign nationals as virtual hostages. 

The Cuban leader criticised the 
U.N. Security Council for 
empowering foe United States 
and its allies to mount a naval and 
air blockade against Iraq. Cuba 
has consistently opposed the eco- 
nomic and military blockade and 
argued that it should not include 
food and medicine. 
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Big powers reject linkage 
of Gulf crisis with Palestine 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
foreign ministers of the big five 
powers on the U.N. Security 
Council Friday agreed to support 
an ‘active negotiating process" 
on the Arab-Israeli conflict but 
rejected any linkage to Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait, a senior. 
Western official said. 

Ministers from the United 
States, the Soviet Union, Britain, 
France and China, permanent 
members of the council, met 
Secretary Geneal Javier Perez de 
Cuellar to give him their views on 
the Gulf crisis and Cambodia, 
main issues of dose cooperation 
among the five in the past few 
months. 

In a communique, the five said 
Iraq's "aggressive action" against 
Kuwait must not be tolerated and 
demanded again that Baghdad 
withdraw from Kuwait and allow 
all foreign nationals to leave the 
two countries. 

Expressing deep concern at the 

Asian plan 
for Gulf 
peace in 
the offing 

NEW YORK (AP) — Bang- j 
ladesh President Hussein 
Muhammad Ershad said Friday 
six Asian Muslim nations would 
present an initiative urging Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait, restore 
its exiled government and join in 
regional disarmament. 

In a luncheon meeting with 
executives of the Associated 
Press here, Ershad »aid Bang- 
ladesh. Brunei. Indonesia. 
Malaysia, the Maldives and 
Pakistan soon would maice their 
appeal to Iraq. 

Together, he said, those na- 
tions represent more than 400 
million Muslims. 

“We have a solid from and 
hope to exert moral pressure," 
said Ershad. “We think that as 
Muslim countries we should do 
everything possible." to help re- 
solve the crisis. 

But he did not indicate optim- 
ism that Iraq would be respon- 
sive. 

But if he accedes. Ershad said, 
then Middle East states should 
agree to regional disarmament in 
order to reduce the risk of war. 

Ershad was in New York to 
address the U.N. General 
Assembly and attend the 
weekend’s world summit for chil- 
dren. He also will met with U.S. 
President George Bush to discuss 
the Gulf crisis and other issues. 

Bangladesh has contributed 
3,000 troops to the multinational 
force in Saudi Arabia, including 
infantry, engineers, supply and 
medical corps, strictly for defen- 
sive purposes, he said.. 


increased tension in the Middle 
East, the five "reaffirmed their 
determination to support an ac- 
tive negotiating process in which 
all relevant parties would partici- 
pate, leading to a comprehensive, 
just and lasting peace." 

In particular thev agreed on the 
right to security for all states in the 
region, including Israel and sup- 
ported the “legitimate rights” of 
the Palestinian people." 

But the senior official said the 
five refused to accept attempts by 
Iraq to link withdrawal from 
Kuwait to a settlement of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict as this would 
damage progress on both issues. 

But at the same time he said it 
was essential to give high priority 
to the Palestinian problem. 

Iraq as well as other Arab and 
Third World countries have fre- 
quently pointed to the big pow- 
ers’ quick action on the Gulf 
compared to every other conflict 


in the Middle East. 

The official said the five 
thought there was little chance 
for Perez de Cuellar, who has 
pleaded for a negotiated rather 
than a military solution to the 
crisis, to resume discussions with 
Iraqi officials for the time being. 

“There was no prospect at the 
moment for the secretary general 
to take up his role of good 
offices... as there were no signs 
from the Iraqi side of a willing- 
ness to listen or to talk,” he said. 

In their communique the five 
also reaffirmed their “strong 
commitment to the sovereignty, 
independence, unity and territo- 
rial integrity of Lebanon." 

Foreign ministers at the session 
were Qian Qicben of China, Ro- 
land Dumas of France, Eduard 
Shevardnadze of the Soviet Un- 
ion, Douglas Hurd of Britain and 
U.S. Secretary of Stare James 
Baker. 


Japanese prime minister 
defends Gulf response 


NEW YORK (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu 
has defended his country’s re- 
sponse to the Gulf crisis and 
said Japan was among the first 
to act following Iraq's August. 
2 invasion of Kuwait. 

"I believe that it was only 
the next day.... that we de- 
cided to freeze the overseas 
Kuwaiti assets." Kaifu said in 
a U.S. television interview af- 
ter being told there was a 
feeling in the United States 
that Japan's response had been 
little and late. 

Kaifu. speaking through an 
interpreter, said Japan's con- 
tribution was the largest of the 
industrialised countries. 

Japan has pledged $2 billion 
to Jordan. Egypt and Turkey, 
among the hardest hit by the 
imposition of economic sanc- 
tions against Iraq. Japan has 
earmarked another $2 billion 
for the multinational forces in 
Saudi Arabia. . 

He .also challenged -the 
perception that Japan joined 
the multinational effort and 
increased its contribution only 
after considerable internation- 
al pressure. 

Kaifu, who was scheduled to 
meet President George Bush 
Saturday, earlier Friday 
pledged his country's help in 
resolving the crisis, saying that 
the United States could not be 
expected to solve world prob- 
lems alone. 

Speaking at New York Uni- 
versity where he received an 
honorary degree, Kaifu said 
the invasion of Kuwait “can- 



Toshiki Kaifu 

not be forgiven" and said 
Japan was considering chang- 
ing its laws to allow it tc take 
part in U.N. peacekeeping 
efforts. 

But he pledged that Japan 
would never again become a 
military power. 

"We haye jeajned.our les- 
son never to be a military 
power." he said, referring to 
the Japanese defeat in World 
War II. 

Kaifu added: “There are 
voices that the United States is 
in decline, but there is no 
change of the U.S. role in the 
world. The United States has a 
global ability to maintain 
peace and order in the world 
and we still need the United 
States as a deterrent against 
incursions in various parts of 
the world.” 

But he added: "It is impor- 
tant we not rely on the United 
States alone to maintain world 
order.” 


Iraq 

‘biological 

warfare 

capability’ 

reportedly 

growing 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
intelligence has reported that 
Iraq will have a significant 
number of biological 
weapons ready for battlefield 
use in a few mouths, the 
Washington Post reported 
Saturday. 

The Iraqi arsenal was re- 
ported to include weapons 
that can spread anthrax, an 
airborne virus that causes 

haemorrhaging and may be 
fatal, the newspaper quoted 
intelligence and congression- 
al officials as saying. 

The intelligence report was 
disclosed by Representative 
Les Aspin, chairman of the 
House of Representatives 
Armed Services Committee, 
the paper said. Aspin was 
quoted as saying it would be 
an “added ingredient" in 
Bush administration's consid- 
eration of any military action 
against Iraqi forces. 

Recent discussions be- 
tween President George 
Bush and the congressional 
leadership indicated there 
was “more and more evi- 
dence that the administration 
is looking favourably on an 
earlv war option." 

Aspin, a Wisconsin 
Democrat, could not be 
reached for further comment. 
It was not dear where he had 
been speaking. 

U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) Director Wil- 
liam Webster said in congres- 
sional testimony last year that 
Iraq was developing biologic- 
al weapons with the aid of 
equipment bought in West- 
ern Europe. 

Aspin was quoted as saying 
Iraq was expected to have a 
military significant biological 
programme by tiie end of this 
year or early next year. 

“This will be a. new dimen- 
sion jfo,the..pnQbieijv It isra 
rnoreimportam and more se- 
rious 'dement than the che- 
mical threat. It is a harder 
thing to deal with,” the Post 
quoted him as saying 

Biological weapons are 
considered a more deadly 
threat than chemical weapons 
because they can be deployed 
covertly with little chance of 
immediate detection and can 
linger and do damage for an 
extended time. 

Chemical weapons have an ■ 
almost immediate effect on 
the body and tend to disperse 
quickly in the atmosphere 
and become impotent. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 1 1 Kabul faces new 

rebel challenge 


British politicians denied entry to Algeria 


U.S. admiral says Gulf embargo is ‘100 per cent’ 


ABOARD USS INDEPEND- 
ENCE (AP) — The commander 
of the American battle group 
patrolling outside the Gulf said 
Friday he doubted that ships were 
evading the United Nations 
embargo against Iraq by hugging 
the Iranian coast. 

"Personally I feel that we are 
being 100 per cent effective." said 
rear Admiral Jerry Unruh “Iraq 
may be loading their ships •with 
oil. but their ships are not coming 
out." 

Unruh, who commands a nine- 
ship battle group from aboard the 
Independence, refused to con- 
firm that the 79,000-ton carrier 
was soon to enter the Gulf, as has 
been reported in recent days. 

The Independence, home- 
ported at San Diego, California, 
was alreadv on station in the 


Indian Ocean when Iraq invaded . 
Kuwait on Aug. 2 

It has operated since then in 
the North Arabian Sea and Gulf 
of Oman, where its escort vessels 
are participating in the U.N.- 
backed international economic 
blockade against Baghdad. 

More than 1 .500 ships have 
been intercepted by American 
and other warships in the six- 
week-old effort, mostly in the 
Red Sea. 

About 100 ships have been 
boarded by inspection teams to 
check whether they had Iraq- 
related cargo. 

Shipping sources in the Gulf 
have suggested further that some 
vessels might be dodging the 
embargo by following the Iranian 
coastline from the Strait of Hor- 
muz to the northern Gulf. 


U.S. military sources said ear- 
lier this week that the Independ- 
ence was to enter the Gulf in a 
“show of strength" against Iraq. 

But Unruh told a group of 
visiting journalists: "I cannot 
speculate on the type of opera- 
tions that we will have in the 
future. We are still operating in 
the same way that we have been 
operating for the past six weeks." 

The military sources, who in- 
sisted on anonymity, said the 
carrier’s sortie into the Gulf 
would be brief, and intended 
mainly to permit drills by the 
carrier's air wing and crew in 
waters where the ship likely 
would be deployed in event of 
war with Iraq. 

Should that occur, the Inde- 
pendence's force of some 75 air- 


craft would be used to defend 
American ships and attack Iraqi 
targets in support of U.S. ground 
forces. 

Being inside the Gulf would cut 
combat firing and refuelling time 
by half or more of what it would 
be from the Gulf of Oman. 960 to 
1JIS0 kilometres from Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

The only previous entry by a 
jet carrier to the Gulf was in 
1974. when the USS Constella- 
tion made a brief visit. 

Air officers said planes from 
the Independence flying daily 
combat air patrols over the Guff 
had not encountered any Iraqi 
aircraft, and as far as was known, 
had not been "locked on” by 
Iraq's land-based missile de- 
fences. 


ALGIERS ( AP) — Customs officers denied entry to three British 
politicians accompanying former President Ahma d Ben Bella On bis 
return from exOe, the British embassy reported. The Britons wens 
among 17 people, mostly French and Greek, refused entry when 
the ship carrying Ben Bella and some 500 journalists and 
sympathisers clocked in Algiers Thursday. A British embassy 
spokeswoman said the Britons were denied entry because they 
lacked visas. A new law that took effect April 1 requires nationals 
of Algeria and Britain to acquire visas prior to visiting the other 
country. Algerian officials did not allow members of the embassy to 
meet the Britons before they were packed aboard an Overnight 
ferry for Marseille, France, the spokeswoman said. 

French legionnaires arrive in S. Arabia 

YANBU (AP) — The first units of the French Foreign Legion 
arrived in Saudi Arabia Saturday, joining the largest deployment of 
French forces overseas since Algeria’s war of independence. About 
150 of die hardened desert force of 2300 marched off the Ferry le 
Corse, which docked in this Red Sea port at noon (0900 GMT) after 
an eight-day trip from Toulon. The bulk of the French ground 
forces of 4,000 are expected to arrive Sunday at the vast, new 
industrial complex here. “Heat is our first enemy," said an officer 
who identified hims elf as Captain Renard, in charge of the first 
company of the 2nd Foreign Legion infantry regiment based in 
Nimes, France. 

Italian warship transits Suez Canal 

SUEZ (AP) — The Italian frigate Zeffiro transited the Suez Canal 
Saturday en route to the Gulf, canal officials said. It will join three 
other Italian military vessels stationed in the region as part of an 
international armada assembled after Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. They are the frigates Libecdo and Orsa and the support 
ship StromboH. A squadron of eight Tornado fighters that arrived 
in the United Arab Emirates last Tuesday is providing air cover for 
the Italian warships. Zeffiro's canal transit coincided with a meeting 
in Cairo between Italian Defence Minister Virginio Rognoni and 
his Egyptian counterpart, Yousef Sabry Abu Taleb. The two 
ministers told reporters they discussed bilateral military coopera- 
tion and the Gulf crisis but gave no details. Rognoni, who arrived 
Friday night, left for Saudi Arabia immediately after the talks. 

U.S. deplores Sudanese bombing 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Sudanese government is threatening 
an international relief effort by bombing towns in rebel-held areas 
where assistance programmes are in operation, the State Depart- 
ment said Friday. U.S. Ambassador James Cheek has raised the 
issue with Sudanese President Omar A1 Bashir but has received no 
assurance that the bombing will stop, said deputy spokesman 
Richard Boucher. “These bombings are a threat to the relief effort 
in Sudan," he said. "Relief workers cannot operate if their lives are 
in jeopardy from military action," Boucher said. “It is bitterly 
ironic that these bombings come at a time when Sudan is 
undergoing a drought which will make a massive relief effort 
necessary next year.” The combination of drought and civil war 
eventually is expected to put millions of lives at risk in Sudan, 
according to independent estimates. A Sept. 20 attack on the town 
of Bor, Boucher said, occurred while U.N. and international Red 
Cross relief planes were on the ground in that town. 

! Pope worries about risk of war 

VATICAN CITY (AP). — Pope John Paul II has warned that the 
world is onthe-veige of a wtir that threatens- the- feture of mankind. 1 
John ; p?ul expressed . Jug. .concern during cabmass in ' St. Peter s’ 
Basilica amd in a message sent to a meeting of representatives of 
various religions in the southern Italian city of Bari. During the 
mass, John Paul said that the risk of war "seems to be hanging over 
humanity in this moment,” dearly referring to the Gulf crisis- “We 
are all deeply aware that the peaceful coexistence of mankind is at 
stake, our future is at stake," John Paul said. In the message read in 
his name at the dosing ceremony m Bari, the Pope expressed “deep 
trepidation" over events in the Gulf. 1 

1,000 more Egyptians off to Saudi Arabia 

CAIRO (AP) — About 1.000 soldiers left by ship for Saudi Arabia 
to join Egyptian units deployed there, military sources said 
Saturday. They said the soldiers left Friday night from the 
Mediterranean port Alexandria. The fresh troops will bring to 
about 12300 the number of Egyptians in the Saudi force. 
Additional units, all from the 3rd armoured division, will be sent in 
the coining week. The sources said by week’s end, the Egyptian 
contingent will be about 14,000 men. President Hosni Mubarak told 
reporters Thursday that Egypt’s present commitment is 14,000 men 
but indicated the number may increase. Mubarak relused to 
confirm reports that Saudi Arabia's King Fahd sent him a letter a 
few days ago requesting more Egyptian troops. “It’s a secret,” 
Mubarak told his questioner. 

Turkey refuses to unload Iran-bound chemicals 

ANKARA (AP) — Turkish sea customs officials have refused to 
unload from a Polish ship chemicals bound for Iran after receiving a 
tip that the cargo contained raw materials for mustard gas, the 
senu-offiaal Anatolia news agency reported. A government official 
at the department of customs confirmed the report but declined to 
give further details. According to Anatolia, the ship, Wlodawck. 
earned 101.640 kilogrammes of sodium cyanide and 31,440 
kitogrammes of neoprene shipped by the West German company 
and loaded at the Belgian port of Antwerp. The report did not give 
the name of the company. It said the tip on the cargo, which arrived 
at die southern port of Mersin, was given to Turkish officials by 
U3. customs agents. Anatolia, which quoted unnamed customs 
officials in Ankara as saying the ship lacked proper documents for 
its cargo, said the material would be shipped back to the country of 
origin. * 


KABUL (R) — Afghan Presi- enemy any time,” he added 
dent Najibullah has mobilised his There is widespread concern in 

armed forces in a show of Kabul over the security ofr the 
strength amid rising fears of a capital and over the recent in ten- 
new Mujahedeen guerrilla push sification of fighting in at least six 
against the capital Kabul. provinces. . . 

An unexplained explosion in Guerrilla activity has markedly ^ 
the diplomatic enclave of Kabul increased in the southern border 
shook buildings Wednesday, and provinces of Sandbar, Nan- 
sent nervous residents fleeing for garhar. Zabul and Pakba. In the 
safety indoors. north, there have been rebel 

Large -numbers of heavily- attacks in Herat and Badghis. 
armed troops took up positions Heavy fighting in Badghis early 
around government buildings, this month was major setback 4o 
while tanlre and armoured car- Najibullah T s efforts towards 
nets raced along the roads. national recondliation. 

A few days earlier, Najibullah, “Badghis province had not 
in an address to the country’s top been affected by the conflict until 
military commanders, said: “The now,” one diplomat said. 

Afghan armed forces have made Guerrillas led by Ismail Khan 
untiling efforts to preserve the of the Jamiat-e-Islami group 
gains and to paralyse the armed launched a frontal attack on the 
activities of the extremists.” provincial capital Qalay-i-Naw on 
He praised the role of the Sept. 2, quickly laying siege fo 
military in what he ' called 20 the city. 

months of defence hgainst West- - There were fears the city could 
em-and Pakistan -backed Mu- fall until the government air 
jahedeen guerrillas without the dropped troop reinforcements, 
support of Soviet troOps who and a convoy of food trucks $ 
were withdrawn in February reached the city. 

1989. “The situation is serious but 

The address came as reports not critical now,” a highly- placed 
from Pakistan's border city of military source said. 

Peshawar spoke of fresh weapons It is widely acknowledged the 
supplies moving through the Mujahedeen are no longer able to 
Afghan countryside to the capture Kabul, Jalalabad or even 


capital. 

Confirming these reports, 


Khost, the nearest town to their 
bases across the border in 


Afghanistan’s first deputy de- Pakistan. * - 

fence minister. General Nabi However, they can launch dar- 
Azinri. said: “Yes, the extremists mg raids to attract the attention 
have received more weapons, and of their main backers — the 
they have strengthened their United States and Saudi Arabia, 
positions around Kabul.” now preoccupied with the Gulf 

“But we are ready to face the crisis. 


China urges Arab 
mediation in Gulf 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
China has urged Iraq to im- 
mediately withdraw its forces 
from Kuwait and heed Arab 
mediation, but it did not repeat 
its usual comments opposing “big 
power” military involvement in 
the Gulf. 

Foreign Minister Qian Qichen 
told the TEN. General Assembly 
that, his enimcnt calls “on all 

the parties concerned to exercise 
reSfraraf and* ‘ avoid resorting" to 
force." 

Qian, speaking in Chinese 
through a translator, also called 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait a viola- 
tion of the U.N. Charter and a 
gross trampling on the accepted 
norms governing international re- 
lations. 

China, however, also has been 
wary of the U.S. military involve- 
ment in the region and adamantly 
has opposed toe use of force, but 
it bas supported all nine Security 
Council resolutions condemning 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 
2. The resolutions include trade 
sanctions against Baghdad, en- 
forced by an air and sea 
blockade. 

But in virtually every statement 
at tire United Nations since tfce 
crisis erupted, China has said 
superpower involvement could 
further upset an already des- 
tabilised region. Arab efforts, it 
says, are crucial in ending the 
crisis. 

The latest omission of the usual 


Chinese resistance to “big pow- 
er” involvement in the region was I 
noted by Western diplomats. 
They said this subtle change 
could be significant in possibly 
indicating greater support for’'or 
less opposition, to the U.S. mbit, 
ary buildup in Saudi Arabia. . - 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
JEduard Shevardnadze eariiex^n 
uSs week also' J sign'alled aishifl in 
'Sdviet oppetritiop to toe^ereahol 
T?8ssibility of ’ using fo rce to^dS- 
lodge Iraq from Kuwait 

Qian, the Chinese minister, 
emphasised that China is respect- 
ing U.N. resolutions, including 
the economic sanctions against 

^q- 

“ Despite its heavy losses .re- 
sulting from enforcing sanc- 
tions,” be said, “China has strict- 
ly implemented these resolu- 
tions.” / 

He did not elaborate on - Chi- 
na s losses, but some Asian diplo- 
mats estimated China might.be 
losing as much as $4 billion from 
the loss of trade with Iraq and 
due to increased oil prices since 
the invasion. 

On Cambodia, Qian urged the 
election of Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk as president of the Supreme 
National Council. China is tire 
primary military and financial 
backer of the Khmer Rougie, one 
of the four Cambodian parties 
w hich recently agreed to form a 
Supreme National Council to run 
the country and fill the U.N. seat. 


OBITUARY 

Mr. Fareed Khalaf 

prominent businessman and proprietor of Kha- 
laf Stores, has passed away at age 79. Burial 
services win be held at The Church Cemetery at 
3:00 p.m. on Sunday 30/9/1990. 
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WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Some kw clouds will appear and a 
drop in temperatures will occur with a 
chance of showery rain in the no rt he r n 
pans of the country. Winds will be 
westerly moderate w fresh, in Aqaba. 
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winds will be southerly moderate and 
seas calm . 

Min -Ana*, temp 

Amman 17/ 26 

Aqaba 22: 35 

Deserts 16 '30 

Jordan Valley 2\ 1 34 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 30. Aqaba 38. Humidity readings: 
Amman 37 per cent. Aq*ha 18 per 
cent. 
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ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


•MS .. 
ibM .. 

Doha(RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

IfeM .. 


1MJ .. 


IMS .. 


1640 .. 


17:45 .. 


17:45 .. 
18*0 .. 
18:15 .. 

Madrid (RJ) 

.. New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Ifc45 .. 
18:55 .. 


1*99 .. 



Othor Rights (Terminal 2) 

Rome (AZ) 

•WS Larnaca(CY) 

HdR — Jeddah (SV) 

Cairo (MS) 

TtipoS (LN) 

Dubai (EK) 

Frankfurt (LH) 

** Beirut (ME) 

2MS • — Athens (OA) 
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Lamaea (CY) 

Jeddah (SV) 

Cairo (MS) 

Tripoli (LN) 


— - Dubai (EK) 
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market prices 

Uppex/hwer price in bis pet kg.. 

APP 1 * - 620 / 450 

500 / 450 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 400 

S 1 ?? 350 / 300 

130/ aq 

Carrot 250 / 200 

£ aHBffcweT 240 / 200 

S?™ 220/160 

X* 0 ™* (large) — 100/60 

Uicambcn (small) 220/160 

420/350 

SKPlaat 210/150.- 

- - 450 / 300 

? rfac 850 / 750 

P™** 5 300 / 250 

M aBow. .. 130/80 

MMowflarge) 120/ 60 

Marrow (small) 230/200 

260/220 

2“** 450 / 400- 

Sr?” 600 / 500 

E e PP er («*) 230/200 ' 

Jepper (sweet) 160 /JOO- 

- 350 / 280 T 

SSL’rr;- 550/500 

lomatoea 140 , w 
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Labour 

delegations 
to present 

view on 
Gulf crisis 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delegations 
Opm labour federations in six 
Airab countries win be soon dis- 
patched on toms of several coun- 
tries to present the Arab workers 
view with regard to the Gulf 
crisis. 

The delegations , representing 
the workers of Jordan, Palestine, 
Libya, Algeria, Tunisia and 
.Morocco will be visiting Iran, 
China, the Soviet Union, Bel- 
gium, France and Italy with this 
mission, according to Abdul 
Halim Khaddam, the Federation 
of .Jordanian Labour Unions 
secretary-general . 

He said that the delegations 
would advocate the cause of 
evicting the foreign troops from 
the Arabian peninsula and set- 
tling the dispute within an Arab 
framework. 


Gulf crisis puts transport 
sector under pressure 


By Serene Hahm 

AMMAN — The Public Trans- 
port Corporation has been 
having its share of problems 
due to the recent Gulf crisis, 
and the immediate need to use 
a number of its buses to trans- 
port the enormous number of 
evacuees fleeing Iraq and 
Kuwait, into Jordanian terri- 
tories. 

According to an article in 
Saturday’s A1 Ra’i’ newspaper, 
36 buses of the Public Trans- 
port Corporation are used in 
transporting evacuees. “We do 
not thinlc we will increase the 
number of buses helping out 
with the transportation of eva- 
cuees,” Marwan Khitan, direc- 
tor of Transport and Employ- 
ment Department told the Jor- 
dan Times in a telephone con- 
versation. 

“We are participating in the 
process of transporting eva- 
cuees, to help reduce other 


problems that might occur if 
the evacuees are not trans- 
ported quickly out of the King- 
dom, such as incrased econo- 
mic problems, food shortages, 
health problems,” Khitan 
added. 

Although the corporation 
has a fleet of 300 buses, only 
250 buses, including the 36 
used for the transport of eva- 
raes, are used daily in the 
Kingdom. “Our buses are 10 
years old, some are as old as 15 
years, that is why they need 
continuous maintenance; ab- 
out 50 buses a day are sent for 
maintenance," Khitan said. 

Pictures of people waiting in 
long lines for buses to take 
them to their respective loca- 
tions were shown in A1 Ra’i 
newspaper Monday. "Some in- 
convenience such as the bus 
arriving 10 or 15 minutes late, 
or overcrowded buses have 
occurred because of the press- 
ure put upon us in helping out 


with the evacuees, but this is a 
temporary emergency, and 
when things quiet down we will 
go back to regular business,” 
Khitan said. 

Khitan also added that more 
pressure had been placed on 
the corporation, especially 
with the recent Gulf crisis, and 
with more people relying on 
public transportation rather 
than using their cars. "They 
(the public) figure that by cut- 
ting down on using their cars 
they will cut down on expenses 
such as gasoline, car insurance, 
maintenance and so on." Khi- 
tan added. 

Asked about the intention to 
buy new buses as published in 
the AJ Ra’i article, Khitan said 
that the government and other 
transport officials had been 
studying the possibility of 
obtaining new buses but no 
definite time of purchase or 
number is known yet. 


Symposium reviews 
water situation in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An environ- 
mental pollution symposium deal- 
ing with ‘Water Pollution in Jor- 
dan: Causes and Effects’ opened at 
the University of Jordan Saturday 
with the participation of local, 
Arab and international experts 
and representatives of various 
ministries and universities in Jor- 
dan. 

A total of 14 working papers, 
dealing with pollutants contained 
in waste coming from homes, 
factories and other sources, as 
well as economic consequences 
resulting from the pollution of 
water in the country, will be 
reviewed by the delegates at the 
two-day meeting which was orga- 
nised by the Uniersity of Jordan 
(Water Research and Study Cen- 
tre), the Goethe Institute in Am- 
man and the Friedricb-Ebert Stif- 
tung (foundation) in Amman. 

Addressing the opening session 
was university President 
Mahmoud A1 Satnra, who said 
! fte^DDX^'^Mg^with the ragyi 
■’ tiepGstiofr' ^ resdmggs 

and population explosion, ".are 
among tire main concerns of the 
modem world, 

Samra said that dumping of 
industrial waste in the ground, at 
sea and other places has adverse- 
ly affected surface and under- 
ground water resources and has 
polluted drinking water. 


Goethe Institute Director Hen- 
rich Reinstrom voiced apprecia- 
tion of the University of Jordan’s 
efforts to find means to deal with 
water pollution in Jordan. The 
West German government, he 
said, gives due attention to re- 
search and study .related to pollu- 
tion and environment questions 
in general. 

The symposium, according to 
the organisers, aims at assessing 
the present situation of water 
qualities in Jordan as affected by 
urbanisation, industrialisation 
and agricultural development. 

They said that the participants 
would review working papers dis- 
cussing the present water pollu- 
tion in Jordan and hazardous 
factors such as solid waste dispos- 
al sites, effluents of wastewater, 
treatment plants, industries or 
cesspools. 

They pointed out that the in- 
crease in population, and urba- 
nisation, tire accelerated agri- 
[‘culttiral /de^qjraenf 4 , and ~the 
‘rapid establishment of industries' 
had led in the last few decades to 
increasing water consumption 
and the production of all types of 
waste. 

Among those attending the 
meeting was Minister of Agricul- 
ture Suleiman Arabiyat and 
several heads of departments. 


Japanese legislator heads for 
Baghdad with call for peace 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Mrs. Wakako 
Hironaka, a member of the Up- 
per House of the Japanese Diet, 
will travel to Baghdad from Am- 
man today to meet with senior 
Iraqi officials, possibly including 
President Saddam Hussein, to 
appeal for the release of foreign 
nationals detained there. 

In Baghdad, Hironaka will de- 
liver a petition from women legis- 
lators around the world to Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein calling for 
the immediate and unconditional 
release of all hostages in Iraq and 
Kuwait. The petition, in the form 
of individually signed letters. Is 
endorsed by all forty six women 
lawmakers in Japan's Diet, as 
well as by delegates to the Fifth 
Internationa] Conference of 
World Women Parliamentarians 
for Peace, held in Harare, Zim- 
babwe from September 24-26. 
The Japanese parliamentarian ar- 
rived in Amman Friday en route 
to Baghdad. 

Hironaka hopes to bring to 
bear the.forceof fibefrlteniational >* 
women’s network, le&by women" 
legislators, as a voice for peace- 
ful resolution of the current crisis. 
Speaking in Amman, Hironaka 
said: "Throughout history, 
women have been the quiet suf- 
ferers of war. We have not had a 
say ip the cause of our own 
suffering. Women’s voices should 
be represented. 



Symposium tackles smoking, 
danger it poses to health 


Amman (J.T.) — Health Minis- 
ter Mohammad Addoub A1 
Zaben Saturday emphasised the 
need tofind means of protecting 
non-smokers from the danger of 
smoke and to enforce a low ban- 
ning jsmofcing in aD public places 
Kke public transport, restaurants, 
chibs and cinemas. 

Addressing the opening session 
of a symposium organised by the 
Anti-Smoking Arab Society 
(AS AS) the minister said that the 
danger of smoking was posed to 
all sectors of society in Jordan 
and “it is time for drastic mea- 
sures to be taken to deal with this 
danger and to protect the non- 
smokers form rL" 

In January 1988 the health 
minister said that the 1977 law 
banning smoking in public places 
would be enforced and fines 
would be imposed on the viola- 
tors. It also was announced thah 
Jordan would continue to observe 
April 7 as a non-smoking day, as 
called for by the World Health - 
Organisation (WHO). 

Former health minister and 
ASAS President Zuhair Madras 
said the 1977 law was enforced in 
Jordan to protect non-smokers 
from the danger of cigarette 
smoke, responsible for many dis- 
eases, among which cancer. “De- 
spite the society’s endeavours to 
fight smoking it has not yet suc- 
ceeded in spreading sufficient 


awareness among members of the 
public as to thejreal danger of this 
bad habit," said Malhas. 

He said that smoking “does not 
affect the body alone but it has 
adverse social and economic 
effects on the society.*’ 

Delegates representing various 
ministries, Jordanian universities 
snd other concerned departments 
discussed several topics related to 
smoking and its danger, the 
planting of tobacco in Jordan, the 
dangerous effects of smoking on 
the foetus, the rale of police 
officials, in combatting smoking 
and different ways to fight the 
habit of smoking. 

The participants called for ban- 
ning teachers at schools and uni- 
versities from smoking at their 
places of work, in front of their 
students. 

On the eve of the symposium 
the society issued a call to all 
Arab smokers to refrain from 
smoking American-made 
cigarettes, to give up the habit 
altogether and to contribute the 
saved money to the children of 
Iraq and those of Palestine now 
involved in an uprising against 
die Israeli occupation. 

WHO and ASAS co-sponsored 

a three-day con fer ence on smok- 
ing in September last year, urging 
government and organisations to 
do all they can to fight smoking. 
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fr Open studio and workshop for artist Sarnia Zara displaying 
paintings, scnlptnres aad hand-pouted fabrics. locati o n : off 
2mA Circle, opposite Biwmrtml (9-30-1*30 and 330-630). 

☆ Archaeological wMiMnw entitled “A 1 Lqjjim — a Roman 
Frontier Fort” at die Department of Antiquities' Registration 
and Research Centre, Jabnl Amm an, 
fr Pbnk art fiMMtton at the Jordan Plastic Art Association. 

LECTURE 

^ 'Ledtnte ♦‘Cultural Resources Managem ent” by Rube 

■ Kai’an at the R r i arfh Coondl 5»0B p*n> 


By EUa Nasrailah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The death toll from 
a wedding tragedy which occur- 
red in the northern town of 
Ramtha Friday rose to 13 Satur- 
day with the death of bride- Yas- 
min Diabat, according to Ramtha 
government hospital Director 
Farouk Dibajeb. 

He said that the bride, Yasmin 
Diabat, died at Princess Basina 
Hospital in Irbid where she had 
been transferred for intensive 
care after arriving at the Ramtha 
hospital in serious condition. 

Dibajeb told the Jordan Tunes 
that a total of 19 persons had 
been brought to hospital on Fri- 
day afternoon, 12 were found to 
have died instantly after drown- 
ing in the cesspool and swallow- 
ing waste water while seven were 
found suffering from various in- 
juries. 

According to Dibajeb, the 
seven were offered immediate 
medical attention and were dis- 
charged Saturday — all were 


described to be in good condi- 
tion. 

The incident occurred during 
the wedding of two brothers Ibra- 
him and Ahmad A wad Tarini, 
with men and women rejoicing 
over the happy occasion by danc- 
ing and singing in two separate 
rooms. 

According to eyewitnesses, the 
floor of the room where the two 
brides and the women were 
gathered suddenly collapsed onto 
a cesspool which lay underneath 
the building, instantly killing 11 
women including one of the 
brides and an 11 -year-old child 
Kafa Mohammad Diabat. 

Th Civil Defence Department 
was alerted and rescue men 
rushed to the scene of the inci- 
dent only to pull out 12 dead 
bodies and seven injured men 
and women, according to Dr. 
Dibajeh. 

Dr. Dibajeh said that the rush 
of the local people towards the 
hospital and the scene of the 
incident made it rather difficult 
for rescue men and doctors to 
carry out their duty. 


Iraq says no denial of food 


(Continued from page 1) 

allowed to keep any pan of Kuwait. 

“If diplomacy and international 
pressure failed to achieve that goal, 
then the only choice is to get the 

Iraqis out in the same manner they 
occupied Kuwait,” be said. 

“We have not yet decided on a 
military solution. We still have a few 
weeks after which we will take a 
decision in the Ugh 1 of the situation." 

Britain is part of a U.S.-dominated 
multurational force sent to the Gulf. 

Hurd gave the interview at the 
United Nations after talks on Friday 
between European Community fore- 
ign ministers and foreign onnisten 
from the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). 

“If there is any aggression against 
Arab or other forces in the Gulf today 
or tomorrow, or if there is any pn^ 
vocation, it trill be faced with force," 
Hurd toW fate newspaper. 

Up to 9,000 British ground forces 
bound for the Gulf with 13) Challen- 
ger tanks and a mass of other 
weaponry have begun embarking at 
sea ports and airports in Britain and 
Germany. Another 3.000 British 
aimed service personnel aboard ships 


or with royal air force fighter units are 
already in the Gulf. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
has issued a political testament calling 
for massive retaliation against Israel, 
Saudi Arabia and the U.S. in die 
event of his death, a Dutch radio 
station reported Friday. 

The instructions here contained in 
a document issued after the outbreak 
of the Gulf crisis to the Revolutionary 
Command Council, which would rule 
Iraq in case of Saddam’s death, 
according to die government-funded 
Avro radio station. 

The report by Avro’s correspon- 
dent in Nicosia, Hetty Lubberding, 
did ootgive a source for the informa- 
tion or specify exactly when the paper 
was written. 

Tbe document, which Avro said 
amounted to an alteration to Sad- 
dam's last will and testament, called 
for massive attacks ofl Tel Aviv, 
“Riyadh all o0 fields in the 
Mideast, the radio said. 

Saddam was also ordering all-out 
attacks against American targets 
worldwide and instructed that “as 
much oil as possible should be made 
to flow Into Golf waters’' in the event 
of war, tbe radio said. 


King Hussein wishes success 
to World Summit for Children 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday sent a 
message to James Grant, execu- 
tive director of tbe United Na- 
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
in New York, in reply to a mes- 
sage in which the UNICEF chief 
| voiced his regret over tbe King’s 
absence from the World Summit 
for Children held at the U.N. 
headauarters in New York. 
“Nothing would have given me 
greater pleasure and pride th«g to 
have born with yon at the sum- 
mit. and among all those others 
who have contributed their best 
efforts to make tbe summit a 
success, and who, through true 
dedication to tbe worthiest of 
objectives, have seen to it that an 
earlier vision grew into the pre- 
sent reality,” the King said in his 
reply message. 

“That I should be considered 
by you all to be one of you is 
enough reward in itself, and I 
shall cherish this for the rest of 


my life as I endeavour to further 
the cause which has inspired the 
efforts and ideals that we proudly 
share in Our total commitment io 
children’s rights. For children 
represent tbe future to which we 
have dedicated our lives: for their 
rights to apply equally every- 
where on this planet without ex- 
ception nor prejudice,” the King 
added. 

“I am touched by the recogni- 
tion of Jordan's efforts and suc- 
cesses referred to as a model 
achievement m “Oiild Survival 
Development Revolution”: that 
since 1960, Jordan has been one 
of the outstanding half-dozen 
countries in tbe world to have cut 
the infant mortality rate, which 
has been reduced from 75 to 30 
per thousand births since 1980. 
Thar in the area of immnnisation, 
Jordan has immunised 90 per cent 
of our under-ones; that we 
reached the 1990 universal im- 
munisation goal in 1988, and that 


we are in the forefront of the 
control of diarrheal diseases, and 
that in tbe summer 1988 cam- 
paign case fatality rate was re- 
duced by half. That Jordan’s 
programme was one of three 
country case examples chosen to 
represent the Arab region at the 
March 1990 World Education 
Conference in Thailand, and that 
additionally remarkable, primary 
school gender balance has been 
achieved in Jordan, where 48 per 
cent of upper-grade students are 
girls,” said the King. 

“I hope. Sir, that you and all 
our colleagues may kindly accept 
that had it not been for the very 
serious crisis in the region, which 
threatens not only life's achieve- 
ments and the human rights of all 
peoples in this area and beyond, 
to live in peace and security for 
generations to co^ie, and my 
total commitment to attempting 
to prevent the disaster of the 


ugliest kind of war from erupting 
and to achieve a peaceful accept 
able solution of the problem 
then nothing would have pro 
vented me nor His Royal High 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, and 
some representatives of young 
Jordanians, from attending the 
summit.” the King added. 

“We pray for God's blessings 
and greater cooperation amongst 
us all to secure for all the world’s 
children their equal rights in a 
brighter tomorrow. My consola- 
tion, under the circumstances, is 
that Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
who has been totally commined 
from the outset to our cause and 
has always contributed to our 
achievements in Jordan, will be 
with you at this time. I look 
forward to receiving from her the 
expected and anticipated news of 
a most successful summit and an 
important landmark in the worth- 
-iest cause of our human en- 
deavours." the King concluded. 


Children’s plight, UNICEF’s efforts 
in focus at New York summit 


Wakako Hironaka 

Hironaka called on women 
legislators to use their positions 
to speak out for people across the 
globe yearning for peace. 

Hironaka emphasised that her 
petition and visit to Iraq are only 
the first steps toward mobilising 
women to appeal for peace in the 
Middle East; She urged women 
parliamentarians everywhere to 
take up the initiative and send 
letters of appeal to the Iraqi 
Embassy in their home country. 
“Women comprise half of the 
world's population," commented 
Hironaka. “United, we form a 
powerful chorus for peace in this 
time of crisis. I believe Saddam 
Hussein will listen." 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Forty 
thousand children die everyday in 
the world, 25,000 usually because 
of preventable diseases, accord- 
ing to Nigel Fisher, deputy re- 
gional director and United Na- 
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
representative in Jordan. 

“To cut down on tbe infant and 
child mortality rates, the world 
will have to spend S2.5 billion 
annually from now and until the 
end of the 1990s," Fisher said in a 
television programme Saturday 
evening. 

“More than half of the deaths 
and half of the malnutrition cases 
are attributed to dehydration, 
measles, whooping cough, teta- 
nus and other related diseases 
that affect children." said Fisher 
in the Jordan Television prog- 
ramme entitled “Encounter.” 
The programme coincides with 
the opening at the U.N. head- 
quarters in New York of the 
World Summit for Children 
attended by some 70 world lead- 
ers and delegates. 

■ The event provides a unique 
and unprecedented opportunity 
for world leaders to discuss chil- 
dren issues and look into means 


to safeguard their well-being. 

Tbe World Summit for Chil- 
dren, said Fisher, is designed to 
mobilise world leaders' support 
for measures that should be taken 
to provide protection to the chil- 
dren of tbe world. 

Fisher expressed concern that 
the Gulf crisis might leave 
adverse effects on the efforts 
designed to provide assistance 
and care to families and children. 

He said UNICEF was doing ail 
it can to provide assistance to the 
evacuees in Jordan and help them 
be repatriated. 

Fisher voiced UNICEF’s 
appreciation of Jordan’s efforts to 
alleviate the sufferings of the 
expatriates in cooperation with 
world organisations. 

According to UNICEF, which 
is sponsoring the summit in New 
York, the overall aim of the 
meeting is to put children high 
and strong on the agenda of the 
1990s, giving them priority over 
the worlds resources in good 
times or bad times, in war or 
peace. 

It said that the world summit 
comes at a time 'when at the 
outset of the last decade of the 


20tb century great changes are in 
the air. It said that the decline in 
superpower confrontation could 
mean that, for the first time in 
more than half a century, nations 
will be able to turn from hostili- 
ties to concentrating on making 
the world a better place to live in. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
the summit is headed by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 

To coinride with the opening of 
the summit, the voluntary and 
charitable societies in Jordan sent 
UNlCEFs Executive Director in 
New York James Grant a mes- 
sage, paying tribute to his person- 
al endeavours and expressing 
admiration and respect for the 
organisation’s notable achieve- 
ments. 

Following are excerpts from 
the message: 

We salute your own en- 
deavours in shaping a more de- 
veloped and humane world in 
which the dignity and prosperity 
of woc en and children are safe- 
guards; and we lqok_jvith 
a dmira tion and respect to "UN- 
lCEFs notable achievements to- 
wards international development 
and understanding. You and UN- 


ICEF shall continue to be our 
guiding spirit for a more satis- 
fying world, a world where indi- 
viduals can develop their full 
potential, free of capricious ine- 
qualities and the threats of in- 
humane conditions. 

The commitment of your per- 
sonal efforts, and that of UN- 
ICEF to bring about a more 
rational and compassionate 
world, will be crowned this w eek 
with the World Summit for Chil- 
dren, an event which the interna- 
tional community is looking to for 
inspiration in the drive towards a 
more rational and humane world. 
Unfortunately, the World Sum- 
mit for Children is taking place at 
a very sad moment in the history 
of our part of the world. The Gulf 
crisis has brought to our region a 
potentially disastrous massive in- 
ternational military build-up, and 
a trade embargo against Iraq, 
which is severely affecting the 
children of Iraq as well as Jordan: 
and seriously threatening the 
physical and psychological well- 
being of our women and children, 
and those of other neighbounne 
countries. 


n 

Wedding tragedy H 

ru- n_t. h. mwu( I • ® 




II II II 


rm-rr 



II 


Petra Bank 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


PETRA BANK (under liquidation) DECLARES TO ALL HIS CREDITORS 
THAT: 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARA. (A) OF ARTICLE NO. (12) OF 
ECONOMIC SECURITY COMMITTEE DECISION NO. (4/00) OF 
15/7/1990, LA TELY AM MENDED BY DECISION NO. (7/90) OF 20/0/ 100n 
REGARDING THE LIQUIDATION PROCESS OF PETRA BANK. 

ACCORDINGLY, PETRA BANK DECLARES HEREIN TO ALL ITS 
CREDITORS THAT EACH CREDITOR IS ENTITLED TO SUBMIT HIS 
CLAIM TO PETRA BANK LIQUIDATION COMMITTEE DURING A 
PERIOD OF (60) DAYS AS FROM 29/9/1990 WICH IS THE ISSUANCE 
DATE IN THE LOCAL NEWS PAPERS. OTHERWISE , THE CREDITOR 
WILL LOSE HIS ENTITLEMENT AND RIGHT IN CLAIMING. 

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION AND PAYING ATTENTION THAT 
IT IS A MUST TO ATTACH ALONG WITH THE CLAIM ALL 
DOCUMENTATIONS AND DATAS DEEMED NECESSARY TO BE 
ACCEPTED AND APPROVED UPON. 

CLAIMS ARE TO BE SUBMITTED EITHER BY HAND AGAINST A 
WRITTEN NOTE OF SAFE RECEIPT TO 

THE SECRETARY OF LIQUIDATION COMMITTEE 
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
WADI SAQRA 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


OR BY A REGISTERED MAIL ADDRESSED TO 

THE SECRETARY OF LIQUID A TION COMMITTEE 
P.O.BOX: 6854 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
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Picking up 
the pieces 

THE FRENCH peace initiative presented to the General 
As semb ly by President Francois Mitterrand on Sept. 24 was 
welcomed as positive not only by Iraq, Jordan and other 
parties. The U.S., the Soviet Union and the European 
Community also detected con stru c tiv e elements in it that 
should be pursued, albeit to different degrees. 

Yesterday's visit to Amman by Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz to deliver a message to His Majesty King 
Hussein from Iraqi President Saddam Hussein has to be 
seen as an important link to the political momentum 
generated by that initiative as wen as the Rabat mini- 
sammit effort to find an Arab context for a Golf solution. 

Although only scant information has been disclosed about 
the Mbrocxan-Algeiian- Jordanian peace ideas touted in 
Rabat, they nevertheless do not appear to be in conflict with 
the French peace thoughts. On the contrary the two peace 
initiati v es appear to be complementary to one another. 

As the Soviet Union and some other Western countries are 
already on record as supporting the French ideas for peace 
in the Golf and the U-S- has expressed guarded op tim ism 
about it, other parties, notably Saudi Arabia and Egypt, 
remain conspicuously absent from this effort. If the 
absentees prefer a belligerent approach to Baghdad in a way 
that rales out a peaceful resolution of the Gulf crisis, It is 
their business. There are some countries directly connected 
with the conflict which have developed a vested interest in 
the military option and have linked their well-being and 
seif-interest with war rather than with peace in the Gulf. 
President Mitterrand, however, came forward to change the 
mood of the hysterical world, especially the West, by 
o ff erin g peace a genuine chance m the region. By so doing, 
France has demonstrated once again that it is listening to the 
voice of reason and as such deserves understanding and 
respect. 

What is needed now is to pack up the pieces and give the 
embryonic peace process in the Gulf a chance to develop 
before it is strangulated to death by war obsessed countries. 
The wily operational peace proposal is the only one that 
offers a basis for dialogue and negotiations between the 
antagonists. The French proposal takes the front seat in the 
peace endeavours. The extraordinary communique issued 
by the Soviet Union and the EC countries Wednesday 
con t a in s an implied endorsement of the French ideas and a 
departure from Washington's insistence on shooting its way 
in the Golf conflict. By highlighting the need to pursue a 
peaceful settlement of the Kuwaiti situation and establishing 
a Imk b e t ween the crisis with the other pressing conflicts of 
the Middle East, be they in Palestine or Lebanon, Moscow 
and the West European capitals have come a long way to 
understand the Arab anxieties and concerns. 

The only missing link in the French peace initiative is the 
absence of a genuine U.S. support for it and the minute that 
happens the world can heave a sigh of relief. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Despite Washington’s outright rejection of Iraq’s initiative for the 
world to work out solutions for all problems in the Middle East, 
we are witnessing a gradual move on the part of the world 
community to convene an international conference to achieve that 
goal, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Saturday. The World Council of 
Churches and the Chinese delegate to the U.N. General 
Assembly were the latest callers for such a conference, echoing 
the views of the Europeans and tin. Soviet Union, said Al Rll 
Furthermore, the past few days beard and saw the French prime 
minister calling the world’s attention to the fact that the Palestine 
problem had not received world-wide attention as efid the Gulf 
crisis, although several Security Council resolutions were issued 
concerning the Arab-Israeli conflict, the paper noted. It said that 
we now bear voices from the Soviet military and the United Stales 
warning against an outbreak of military conflict in the Gulf Much 
would cause untold devastation and losses to mankind. However, 
the realisation of the magnitude of the catastrophe awaiting the 
world should war break out, can by no means bring about the 
required change in positions and attain peace, because the world 
wishes to see practical steps taken to achieve this aspiration and 
brave steps on the part of all parties to establish real peace, said 
the paper. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily questions Jordan’s favourable 
response to the U.N. Security Council resolutions which, be says, 
are in fact United States decisions. Why should we respond 
favourably to the whims of the United States which obviously is 
dictating its terms to the world through the Security Council, asks 
Tareq Masarweb. He says that Washington has been raising funds 
from various nations to finance its adventure in the Gulf region, 
but sure enough not a single penny will find its way to Jordan 
unless this country bows to the will of the U.S. master and kisses 
the hands of Bander Ben Sultan, the writer notes. Even the 
Security Council resolutions are twisted to suit the interests of the 
Western powers specially when it comes to the repatriation of the 
Western nationals in Iraq and the sending of food and medicine, 
the writer adds. Indeed, he says, we should say that we do not 
respect U.N. resolutions as long as Israel pursues its atrocities in 
the occupied Arab lands and continues to massacre Palestinians 
and maintains its occupation of Palestine, Lebanon and the Golan 
Heights. 

Al Dnstour described recent statements by leaders in the West and 
East about the danger awaiting the world from a military conflict 
in the Gulf as a return to reason. Should a conflict break out, Iran 
will be aligning itself with Iraq and a third world war could be 
triggered said the Chief of staff of the Soviet armed forces, and 
French leaders have been drawing attention to the need of solving 
all the problems in the Middle East if the region and the world at 
large are to enjoy peace, said the paper. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr- Faked Fanek 


Gulf standoff requires economic 


THOSE who wait for surprises 
and fast developments in the 
Gulf crisis may have to wait fori 
long time. Two months on, and 
the U.S. did not use its “op- 
tion’' to “liberate” Kuwait by 
war, and reinstate the 60-biI- 
lion-dollar emir to his throne. 
America is yet to complete its 
! military buildup while waiting 
for the temperature to drop in 
the area so that its soldiers will 
, not be grilled like shrims be- 
fore facing any of the one 
million Iraqi troops, including 
over 350.(XX) of university de- 
gree holders that are waiting 
for them, in defence of Arab 
dignity. 

In October. America will 
wait until after the mid-term 
results of state and congres- 
sional elections. After the elec- 


tions, they wiD wait until after 
the Christmas and New Year 
eve, to avoid converting this 
happy occasion into mourning 
over American bodies flown 
back in bags and wooden 
boxes, covered by the stripes 
and stars. 

In January, America will de- 
cide that the economic sanc- 
tions against Iraq have started 
to bite, and that those sanc- 
tions should be given a chance 
to bring Iraq down on its 
knees. In that case, the U.S. 
hopes, Iraq may deliver 
Kuwait od a silver plate, in 
return for allowing food, medi- 
cine and air to reach the chil- 
dren. women and the rest of 
the population of Iraq. 

This is to show that the Gulf 
crisis is not a short term one. 


The enormous losses expected 
to result from a shooting war 
will prevent the unthinkable 
from happening. Therefore, 
Jordan has to start immediate^ 
ly to re-arrange its own affairs 
on the understanding that the 
crisis is not a passing phe- 
nomenon. It has created new 
facts on ground that are not 
reversible in any way, 
irrespective of the outcome of 
the crisis or even the war. 

On the defence side, we 
have to prepare the people in 
the villages, towns and badia 
for the worst possibilities, such 
as an Israeli aggression. No- 
thing will dissuade Israel from 
venturing into Jordan, better 
than the knowledge of the na- 
ture of resistance its forces wflj 
meet from the Jordanian army 


and population. We should be 
able, through facts, to con- 
vince Israel that its occupation 
of southern Lebanon was a 
picnic in comparison to what 
we have prepared for it in case 
of aggression. 

On the economic front we 
have to reconsider and alter 
the economic adjustment prog- 
ramme, which was put into 
effect one year and a half ago. 
The circumstances and ex- 
pectations have now changed 
radically that the adjustment 
programme itself needs to be 
adjusted in many ways: 

The degree of austerity and 
the reduction of public and 
private expenditure in accord- 
ance with the programme are 
no more sufficient .under the 
current set of circumstances. 


ft 

We have to impose on 
ourselves tougher measures 
than die IMF imposed in early 
1989. 

The government lenders in 
the Club of Paris, and the 
commercial banks in (he Chib 
of London, should be notified 
that Jordan's oonnmtment to 
pay interest or principal on 
their debts has become practi- 
cally impossible: to honour. 

What we may earn in foreign 
exchange should go first to 
satisfy the basic needs of the 
people. From now on. settle- 
ment of debt should be con- 
fined to funds and institutions 
which continue to extend to 
Jordan financial facilities in ex- 
cess of what may fall due in 
their favour. In qther words 


Jordan cannot be a net transfer 
of funds to any creditor until 
tiie crisis is Over. . - r 
Finally, the government 

should rise to the challenge 
and take measures to put odr 
economic life in order, 
whether in pricing or distribu- 
tion of commodities including 
fuel, or towards more food 
sufficiency, or finding either 
alternative markets for what we 
produce or producing alterna- 
tive products for our markets. 

The worst course of action 
the Jordanian government may 
take is to do nothing, and 
continue to wait for pleasant 
surprises to save us for com- 
pensations that may prove to 
be a trick used to soften our 
position and tempt us to fall in 
line and join the devil’s camp. 


War more likely as Iraq driven into corner 


By Edith M. Lederer 
The Associated Press 

LONDON — The likelihood 
| of a Gulf war has grown signifi- 
i cantly as sanctions and interna- 
tional condemnation push Iraq 
into a corner with no diploma- 
tic escape. European and 
Israeli military analysts say. 

But there is still a chance for 
peace because the sanctions 
are only beginning to bite and 
U.S.-led forces in Saudi Ara- 
bia aren’t yet strong enough to 
launch a military operation 
against Iraq's occupation of 
Kuwait, the analysts say. 

“I think another six to eight 
weeks is available to prevent a 
conflict but after that it becom- 
es almost inevitable," said Paul 
Beaver, publisher of Jane's 
Defence Weekly. 

With the United Nations de- 
manding an unconditional Ira- 
qi withdrawal from Kuwait and 
Iraq reiterating almost daily 
that it will never leave, the 
analysts see little room for a 
negotiated solution. 

“Saddam Hussein could well 
now be driven into a corner 
which makes negotiations diffi- 
cult and we could see a situa- 
tion where be is left with very 
few options, and those all 
being of a military nature," 
Beaver said in an interview. 

Dominique Moisi, deputy 
director of the French Institute 
for International Relations in 


Paris, said he would “love to 
see a diplomatic option” but 
“it wouid mean that ... Saddam 
Hussein gives in to Western 
pressure and it’s rather un- 
likely." 

A compromise is still possi- 
ble. be said, in which Iraq 
would withdraw in return for 
agreement to hold an interna- 
tional conference to redefine 
Kuwait's boundaries, give Iraq 
access to the sea and redistri- 
bute Kuwaiti oil reserves. 

“But I do not see it in the 
cards right now," Moisi said. 
“Maybe in the very beginning a 
diplomatic option might have 
been open. Now it’s a bit late." 

Joseph Alpher, deputy head 
of the Jaffee Centre for 
Strategic Studies at Tel Aviv 
University, said even though 
chances for a political solution 
are diminishing, "as long as 
bullets are not flying there is 
still a diplomatic option.” 

“If Saddam assesses rhat 
tomorrow the United States is 
going to launch a military, 
attack on him. he still has the 
option to offer a compromise 
or unilateral withdrawal," 
Alpher said. 

“He needs a face-saver," 
Beaver said. "If he isn’t given 
some son of option, then con- 
flict is inevitable." 

But Beaver said the rest of 
the world has to be assured 
that Saddam doesn't have the 
potential to strike again or 
continue development of nuc- 
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“Wait, nit - - we can’t nan ntl Israel Is ntssluT ' 


I ear and chemical weapons. 

“So a withdrawal from 
Kuwait which would satisfy the 
United Nations is not a satis- 
factory conclusion to the rise of 
a local superpower.” he said. 

Col. Andrew Duncan, assis- 
tant director for information at 
the international Institute of 
Strategic Studies, endorsed the 
“scatter-gun” search for a 
peaceful solution being pursued 
by individuals and groups in 
the Arab World and the West. 

But “both the United Na- 
tions and the Arab League 
have got to be the major play- 
ers in the solution,” he said. 


Both sides still think time is 
on their side, analysts said. 

“Saddam believes if be sits 
there long enough the Amer- 
icans will go away because of 
congressional elections (in 
November) and prestore on 
the budget, and the Americans 
.believe, sooner ' or later he'll | 
capitulate,” Beaver said. 

Alpher said time is on the 
side of the unprecedented in- 
ternational alliance that is 
gaining strength at the expense 
of Iraq’s military-strategic 
position. 

But Ian Anthony, a resear- 
cher at the Stockholm Peace 


Research Institute, said Iraq 
believes support for the U.N. 
embargo will eventually crack. 

Moisi, interviewed in Boston 
while lecturing at Harvard 
University, said he believes 
Iraq is willing to wait longer 
than the Americans. 

“Iraq’s agenda now is to 
change the situation so radical- 
ly in Kuwait that it can never 
be put bade to where it was," 
Anthony said. "The longer 
time that elapses,” the better 
chance they have of accom- 
plishing that 

Opening the Kuwaiti border 
recently was an attempt to 
depopulate the country, 
Anthony said. 

Moisi said he believes Amer- 
ican objectives can only be 
achieved through war. 

“So unfortunately, I think 
war is the most probable out- 
come although paradoxically, 
no one really wants k,”be said. 

Gen. Colin Powell, chair- 
man of the U.S. joint chiefs of 
staff, and other Americans 
“are obsessed” with the limita- 
tions imposed on the U.S.. 
.military during the Vietnam, 
■war, “and dre'ntit likely- to 
engage in war... without using 
all the means at their dispos- 
al, ” he said. 

The U.S.-led forces now 
“are just about in position to 
defend Saudi Arabia but a lot 
more is required before an 
offensive operation to retake 


Kuwait,” Beaver said. 

U.S. ground forces are not 
strong enough, Duncan said, 
and it will be at least a month 
before enough tanks to face 
the Iraqis arrive in Saudi 
Arabia. 

“The world alliance... will 
not even be prepared for a 
military action untiL sometime 
in November,,” said Alpher. 

The ideal option for U.S.- 
led forces would be to wait for 
Iraq to make the first move 
and respond, which wonld be 
more popular in the West, and 
especially in the Arab World, 
analysts said. 

"But I don’t think it will be a 
prerequisite for a U.S. and 
allied action," Alpher said. 

Israel and Arab terrorists 
remain wild cards, the analysts 
said. 

“The best war for Saddam 
Hussein to split the allied 
forces is to get Israel involved 
in some way, which he was 
been doing,” Beaver said. 

Alpher said that if a terrorist 
jOrganisation carried out an 
atrocity against Israel or t Egypt, 
me woul.d';£»e_M.. w^ ofc 
knowing whether Iraq was be- 
hind it. 

That attack could trigger a 
war, he said. 

“I think the danger is to 
underestimate Saddam Hus- 
sein. to believe he will be .a 
fool,” Moisi said- “He has not 
been a fool far.” 


United Germany seen 
challenging U.S. leadership 


The threat of chemical weapons 


By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 

r AKW ASHINGTON — The 
shifting balance in relations 
between the United States and 
the newly confident, soon-to-be 
unified, Germany has already 
yielded some changes — and 
more appear to be inevitable. 

Germany is asserting itself in 
world affairs, politically as well as 
economically. It is challenging 
toe United States, in fact if not 
intent, as the voice of the 
■Western democracies. 

Bush administration officials 
say unification may sometimes 
mean testier relations between 
Bonn and Washington. One area 
of tension may be the removal of 
nodear weapons from German 
territoiy. 

But they also expect the United 
States to maintain its leading 
edge in toe NATO alliance and in 
world politics. 

“The United States has become 
a balancer of interests. Other 
countries look to us to balance 
the interests of the group." said 
one State Department Official. 

This includes acting as a 
counterweight — perhaps toe 
only convincing counterweight — 
to a resurgent German power 
feared by many Europeans, 
analysts say. 

The changing nature of the 
relationship can be seen vividly in 
toe current Gulf crisis. The 
United States, with a 
commitment of more than 
150,000 troops, is the vanguard of 
the international campaign 
against Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
has asserted that this proves the 
error of those who argue toe 
United States is dedining as a 
world power. 

But faced with a huge U-S. 
budget deficit that underscores a 
weakening economy, the Bush 
administration has been forced to 
ask its allies, including West 
Germany, to help foot toe bill. 

“Much like the Soviet Union, 
we're more a superpower in’ 


mil itar y might than any other 
sense." said NATO expert Daniel 
Nelson of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace. 

The Bush administration was 
instrumental in toe successful 
"two plus four" talks produced 
toe treaty by which toe four 
World War n victors — toe 
United States, the Soviet Union. 
Britain and France — gave up 
rights and responsibilities over 
Germany. 


“Unification is 
poshing Soviet 
troops oat of cen- 
tral Europe and it 
will be just a mat- 
ter of time before 
the German 
population tells the 
United States, we 
don’t want you 
either.” 


But to a great extent. Bonn set 
the tone and pace of the changes. 

while the 1990 NATO summit 
in London and the western 
economic summit in Houston 
helped Moscow accept 
unification of a new Germany 
allied with NATO, it was toe deal 
struck by West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
that made the treaty possible, 
.Nelson said. 

Kohl's guarantees “were just 
not about security but also 
monetary and those really* 
greased the skids towards 
unification, making rapid 
movement possible." he said. 


While Germany now is 
preoccupied with unification and 
its enormous cost, administration 
officials are convinced Bonn can 
absorb the expense and quickly 
adapt to expectations that it wiij 
play a greater world diplomatic 
role. 

Before. West Germany could 
look to toe allies to make tough 
choices but toe newly unified 
country “will have to take 
responsibility for all kinds of 
decisions.” one official said. 

“Germany will be a full partner 
like Britain and France and that 
means we lose a certain amount 
of influence and control,” one 
U.S. official said. 

Unification is pushing Soviet 
troops out of central Europe and 
“it will be just a matter of time 
before toe German population 
tells the United States.Nve don't 
want you either*, ” Nelson said. 

He also predicted an eventual 
pash for toe removal of ail 
American nudear weapons from 
Germany. 

Bnt U.S. officials are relatively 
confident Germany will decide it 
must stay within NATO’s nuclear 
umbrella and be nee bear toe 
burden of nudear arms. 

The unification discussions 
highlighted growing new ties 
between Moscow and Bonn, 
cemented by Germany’s pledge 
of billions of dollars to support 
departing Soviet troops. 

U.S. officials do not seem to 
fear this axis. 

“As much as the Soviet want 
Germany to pay, they also want 
Americans to invest in their 
country because they are scared 
to death of dependency on 
Germany.” one offidal said. 

“There is a danger the 
Germans will overplay their 
hand" in believing that in toe 
Soviet Union all things are for 
sale, be added. 

“One thing the Germans don’t 
have and the Soviets respect is , 
military might” be said, adding j 
that Moscow, in the unification 
talks, made sure German military 
capability wonld be strictly 
-limited. 


By Clare Pedrick 

NEW YORK — Iraq now r ank* 
as one of toe world’s largest 
producers of chemical weapons, 
according to Western arms ex- 
perts. Iraq’s deadly chemical 
arsenal, put at between 2,000 and 
4,000 tonnes, remains the 
strongest card in Iraq’s lead- 
ership’s hand. 

Scientists at toe International 
Peace Research Unit (SIPRI) in 
Sweden, an independent orga- 
nisation which monitors weapons 
build-ups world-wide, say fire Ira- 
qis certainly have huge stockpiles 
of mustard gas and probably also 
have at least two types of lethal 
nerve gas. 

“President Hussein has himwf f 
declared that he has dual chemic- 
al weapons, which has been inter- 
preted as binary chemical 
weapons,” said Dr. Johan Lnn- 
<£n, director of SEPRTs chemical 
and biological warfare research 
unit, in >a telephone interview 
from Stockholm. “With a binary 
weapon system, you do not have 
a chemical agent as such in the 
munition, but you have two che- 
micals which together react when 
they are fired at a target.” 

According to Dr. Lundin, the 
two binary weapons produced by 
Iraq are probably Tabun and 
Sarin, both deadly nerve gases. 
Iraq may also have a third type of 
nerve gas. VX, which lingers on 
the ground far longer than the 
other two. said toe Swedish scien- 
tist. 

During toe Iran-Iraq war, U.N. 
investigating teams that visited 
Iran found traces of Tabun, be- 
lieved to have been fired by Iraqi 
warheads, said Dr. Lundin. Sarin 
and Tabun both work by attack- 
ing toe nervous system, and effec- 
tively paralysing the musdes. The 
result is severe cramps and con- 
vulsions, followed by death, 
usually from respiratory failure 
— the nerve agent seizes the 
muscles of the lungs, making it 
impossible to breathe. 

Mustard gas. used extensively 
during World War I, but also 
allegedly by Iraq against flic 
Kurds, produces large and excru- 
ciatingly painful blisters which 
develop' into sores. “It can in- 


capacitate soldiers to a high de- 
gree,” said Dr. Lundin. “It can 
also be lethal if it is breathed into 
toe lungs but you need more 
mustard gas to loll a person than 
you do nerve gas.” 

Mhstard gas has the advantage 
that it lingers for longer on the 
ground, so it is particularly effec- 
tive for carpet spraying on enemy 
military areas, thus putting troops 
out of action or at least slowing 
down their efficiency levels. 

In toe past, Iraq has both im- 
ported chemical weapons from 
abroad and produced its own. 
Western intelligence sources have 
targe tied Libya as Iraq’s major 
supplier. Two years ago, toe U.S. 
revealed that Libya had been 
producing large quantities of che- 
mical agents at a plant in Rabta, 
built with the help of a West 
German firm. In May, West Ger- 
man officials said they believed a 
second plant was befog planned 
at Sebha, 50 miles south of Tri- 
poli. 

SIPRI experts say it is not dear 

if Iraq continues to import che- 
mical weapons or if it relies on its 
own. It is now believed to have 
between two and five production 
sites, “hi view of the fact that the 
USSR and the USA have agreed 
to stop producing chemical 
weapons, they (toe Iraqis) are 
probably one of toe largest pro- 
ducers in the worid,” said Dr. 
Lundin. “We cannot say whether 
they would use chemical weapons 
or not, but they have used them 
in the past.” 

U.S. military experts daim 
American troops in Saadi Arabia 
wouid be protected against any 
chemical attack from Iraq. For 
that reason, any chemical 
would probably have the effect of 
hampering U.S. military activities 
rather than provoking a high 
number of deaths, they say. It’s 


against' civilians that chemical 
weapons are most effective, ex- 
perts note. 

Even so, toe charcoal-impre- 
gnated suits that have been issued 
to each U.S. soldier taking part in 
“Operation Desert Shield” are 
cumbersome and heavy and have 
to be replaced every 10 to 14 
hours. They can increase toe. 
body temperature by as much as 
10 degrees m foe already searing 
desert heat and can seriously im- 
pair vision, movement and com- 
munication — World News Link. 
‘Iraq has chemical 
decontamination sites’ 
NEW YORK (R) — Iraq has 
prepared chemical decontamina- 
tion sites for men and vehicles in 
southern Iraq in case poison gas 
was used in a Gulf conflict, the 
New York Times quoting U.S.- 
intelligence sources said . 

The newspaper quoted an un- 
named military official as saying 
Iraq had about half a dozen such 
facilities just across the border 
from Kuwait. 

They would be used if the- wind 
changed direction dozing a che- 
mical weapons attack blowing 
Iraqi poison gas at Baghdad’s 
own forces, the newspaper said. 

A spokesman for the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) had 
no comment on the re p ort. 

The newspaper quoted un- 
named government officials as 
saying the information proved 
that chemical weapons were an 
integral part of Iraqi milit ary 
preparedness. 

“Tt is part and parcel of Iraqi 
rnmtaiy operations,” an offidal 
was quoted as saying. 

I raq has the capacity to deliver 
snch weapons nsing bombs, spray 

tanks mounted on aircraft, artfl- ■ 
f*y d*cBs , short-range m kales 
fired from hdicoipters and short- 
range rockets mounted on trades. 


WANTED 

CooWbutler for ambassador's residence. Reference are esse, 
Good knowledge of English required 
Any rationality will be considered. ‘ 

Good salary for toe right person 

call tel. 669177 
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Muslim leaders support family planning efforts 



By Jon Miller 

JAKARTA — - Organisers of an 
ambitious family planning prog- 
ramme have taken the unlikely 


1970s, at a time when fears of a 
population explosion were 
prompting other countries in the 
re gion to set op their own pro- 
jects. 


step of enlisting the support of The Indonesian programme. 

s Muslim community in which enjoys the strong support 
th«r battle to comma parents to of President Suharto, was de- 


use birth control. The project, 
ran by the Indonesian govern- 
ment, aims to drive home the 
.message that “family welfare and 
.family planning are two sides of 
the same coin,” says Abdullah 
Syarwani, director of Indonesia’s 
Planned Parenthood Association 
and himself a devout Muslim. 

That message was not welcome 
in many conservative neighbour- 
hoods in Indonesia, the fifth most 
populous nation on earth and the 
one with the largest Muslim com- 
munity, until the head man at the 
local mosque decided there was 
no conflict between family plan- 
ning and the teachings of Islam. 

“It used to be that women 
would have to sneak around, 
taking pills and shots without 
teQmg anybody,” recalls T^etje 
Sub'atna, a 45-year-old Dative of 
Kwitang village, a downtown 
slam neighbourhood in the 
sprawling city of Jakarta. Snkiat- 
02 already had four children by 
the time she learned about famil y 
planning, in the mid-1970. “But 
today we even talk about family 
planning during our prayers,” she 
says. “Nearly all the the couples 
in the neighbourhood are practis- 
ing it.” 

Sukiatna's Muslim women's 
group has been instrumental in 
spreading the word about famil y 
planning in Kwitang village. And, 
she says, the change in the neigh- 
bourhood has been striking: bet- 
ter-fed and better-clothed chil- 
dren, less noise, les sense of 
hopelessness. “The advantages 
are so obvious," she reports. 
“Most people don’t need en- 
couragement any more. They are 
spacing their births.” 

The change in Kwitang village 
follows a pattern that has been 
repeated in countless neighbour- 
hoods across this tropical 
archipelago made up of 
thousands of islands. By winning 
over local Muslim leaders, advo- 
cates of family planning in In- 
donesia have turned organised 
religion — an impediment to 
family planning efforts in some 
countries — into a staunch ally. 

Today, largely as a result of 
th& alliaiice, Indonesia’s popula- 
tion programme is widely consi- 
dered to be the most effective in 
the developing world. About half 
of all Indonesian married couples 
use birth control measures. The 
annual population growth rale 
has dropped from around 2.5 per 
cent in the early 1970s to 1.9 per 
cent this year, and officials expect 
the rate to continue falling in the 
1990s. 

Such results contrast sharply 
with the neighbouring Philip- 
pines, where the Roman Catholic 
Church has resisted family plan- 
ning efforts and the population 
continues to grow at an annual 
rate of more than 2.4 per cent. 

With 188 million people, about 
90 per cent of whom are Muslim, 
Indonesia was concerned that 
population pressure would wipe 
out the hard-won gains of econo- 
mic development. Although the 
overall population density is not 
high, nearly two thirds of all 
Indonesians live on the island of 
Java, which makes up less than 7 
per cent of the nation’s land area. 

Efforts to relocate Javanese to 
less developed outer islands have 
been going on for decades,* but 
with little success. Partly because 
of this failure, the Indonesian 
government launched its family 
planning programme in the early 


signed and managed not by bu- 
reaucrats bnt by enthusiastic young 
planners. It soon became clear, 
however, that its success or fai- 
lure depended almost entirely on 
the cooperation of local religious 
leadets called alamas. 

“In Indonesia, if you want to 
launch any kind of programme, 
you have to consider what will be 
the perception of the Muslim 
leaders,” explains Risman Musa, 
a communications ex pe rt with the 
National Family Planning Coor- 
dinating Board. “That's very 
basic. These are powerful people, 
and whatever they say their fol- 
lowers will do.” 

Bat enlisting the support of 
those leaders was no easy task. 
The Muslim establishment is 
highly decentralised, with little 
national or regional 'hierarchy. 
Influential national religions 
organisations do exist, but they 
operate on a consensus baas and 
their decisions are not binding on 
local leaders. Unlike in the Mid- 
dle East, there is no “Imam” or 
national spiritual leader whose 
opinions become law at a local 
level. 

In the Roman Catholic Philip- 
pines — whose government also 
set up an ambitious family plan- 
ning programme in the early 
1970s — church leaders have ex- 
erted their influence, stalling the 
programme's implementation 
and pressing for more emphasis 
on so-called natural family plan- 
ning, a method of birth control 
that requires considerable educa- 
tion and training for users. 

The Indonesian programme 
designers knew they would have 
to confront the religious issue, 
but they were not sure what that 
might emaiL Meeting with suspi- 
cion and resistance in the begin- 
ning, they decided to seek the 
help of national organisations 
such as Nahdlatul Ulema (NU), a 
conservative group of Islamic 
scholars with wide influence in 
Java. 

“We gave a presentation, tell- 
ing them what family p lannin g is, 
what are its purposes, what are its 
goals,” recalls Musa. “And the j 
ulamas talked with' their 'friends. 1 
They consulted' the ’’holy 666k, : 
they consulted the prophecies. In | 
the end, we were lucky: They I 
decided that the ‘ idea of family 
planning was OK." 

Abdurrahman Wahid, who has j 
been president of NU since 1984, 
agrees the 1975 decision was a 
turning point. “The ulamas de- 
clared that the idea of family 
planning itself is right according 
to Islam, to preserve die quality 
of life, to improve the standard of 
living and to improve the service 
of the state towards the people,” 
be says. ‘‘It is dear from die holy 
Koran that you need to plan. 
Otherwise it will be impossible to 
anticipate the needs of the 

famil y.” 

Major concerns included sti- 
pulations that there should be no 
abortion and no irreversible ster- 
ilisation. There was also resist- 
ance to intra-uterine device 
(IUDs), which the Islamic leaders 
considered a violation of a cou- 
ple’s privacy. The ulamas have 
since softened their position on' 
IUDs, and they have not fought 
sterilisation techqniques that can 
be surgically reversed. Abortion 
was, and remains illegal. 

There is no doubt that the need 
to accommodate the religious 
leaders has shaped Indonesia's 


Jordan explains position 


(Continued from page I) 

one side or the subject of tbe relief of 
sanctions." be added. 

State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher conkl not say on 
Friday whether any aid had actually 
been distributed. And he refused to 
answer when asked if Washington 
was prepared to let Jordan sink into 
greater economic turmoil if it did ally 
unambiguously with the U.S.-led 
anti-Iraqi campaign. 

Buthe stressed: “The assistance is 
for tbe effects of the application of 
sanctions." 

Prince Hasan voiced sorrow, bit- 
terness and sarcasm during the press 
conference. 

Dcsphe assertions that Jordan has 
been a conduit for continued trade 
with Iraq in tbe face of U.N. sanc- 
tions he said Jordan government has 
implemented the embargo against 
Baghdad with “complete loyalty.” 

. This policy has bees carried out 
even though it has meant a 50 per 
cent decline in Jordan’s gross national 
product, he said. 

“Is it expected that Jordan commit, 
ec on omic had kari?" He asked. “Are 
we expected to commit economic 
suicide?" 

The criticism of Jordan, Prince 
Hassan said, som eti mes is such that 
he wonders whether the objective of 
those who an* goading blame is “the 

total strangulation” of Jordan. 

Given the catastrophe that a Gulf 
war Would produce. Prince Hassan 
said there sbonld be greater efforts to 
seek a peaceful resolution- King Hus- 
sein has been at the forefront of such 
efforts, having visited Baghdad and a 


number of other capitals since the 
crisis erupted with the Aug. 2 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 

In response to criticism from die 
State Department and others about 
Jordan's decision to host a pan-Arab 
conference weeks ago. Prince Hassan 
said that Secretary of State J ames 
Baker was conferring with Syrian 
officials in Damascus at tbe very time 
the meeting in Amman was taking 
place. 

Syria is on tbe U-S. State Depart- 
ment list of countries which sponsor 

“international terrorism.” 

Later Friday, the Crown Pnncc 
met with Baker and Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze to an 
unusual joint meeting. 

Baker toki reporters as the meeting 
began: “I think everyone here i* 
acutely aware erf tbe difficult position 
that Jordan finds itself in. 

“I know I'm aware to the interest 
on the part of many countries to try 
and help assuage the concerns &at 
Jordan has from the standpoint of the 
impact on its economy." 

Baker said Jordan occupied a 
strategically vital position in the re- 
gion while Shevardnadze said the 
meeting was being held became the 
situation had become “very tense." 

Tbe Crown Prince also held sepa- 
rate talks with U.S. Vice-President 
pan Quayle and National Security 
Adviser Brent Scowcroft and a- 
^Wanp wt views with them on the Qulf 
crisis. He also explained to them 
Jordan's position vis-a-vis the crisis 
and the economic problems feeing 
Jordan. 


family planning programme. 
Some observers believe the gov- 
ernment’s refusal to institute sex 
education in the schools, along 
with its unwillingness to open its 
contraceptives distribution prog- 
ramme to adolescents and unmar- 
ried couples, reflects a fear of 
angering to ulamas. Risman 
Musa admits there have been 
compromises. 

But if the ulamas have been 
influential, they have also been 
essential. From the outset gov- 
ernment workers learned it was 
futile to go into communities and 
preach that family planning is 
consistent with Islamic law. So, 
before setting up a clinic or an 
office, they would ask the local 
olama to meet with his followers 
and assure them of his support. 
Where an ulama was reluctant, 
the family planning staff would 
call in sympathetic ulamas from 
other areas to apply pressure. 

This strategy worked, especial- 
ly in Java, where comm uni ca- 
tionis relatively good and com- 
munities are well organised. But 
by the 1980s. some areas, such as 
the conservative Muslim city of 
Aceh on the western island of 
Sumatra, were lagging. “Aceh is 
like Lebanon, like Jerusalem," 
Musa says. “It's very tough. For 
almost 10 years we tried oar prog- 
ramme there, but it was falling 
behind the other provinces. So 
we tried a different strategy. We 
invited all tbe eminent ulamas in 
Aceh to Java. We gave them air 
tickets, accommodation, every- 
thing. And we let them talk with 
the Javanese ulamas about the 
work they were dobg with family 
planning." 

“Then we brought them to 
East Java, which is also strongly 
Muslim but where family plan- 
ning is very successful. They had 
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SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL: With the 

hdp of refigious leaders, Indonesia is winning tbe 




battle against overpopulation for a better lifestyle 
for all. . 


about two weeks to discuss and 
observe, to talk to people. And at 
the end of the trip, they came to 
the decision, without any in- 
terference by us, that family plan- 
ning was something they had to 
support. Since then," he says, 
“the improvement in family plan- 
ning in Aceh has been 
tremendous." 

The Aceh experience led gov- 
ernment policymakers to choose 
that city for a national seminar, 
held earlier this year, on increas- 
ing the ulamas role in family 
planning. That seminar dove- 
tailed with an international con- 
ference on Islam and population 


policy, also held in Aceh and 
attended by representatives from 
39 countries. Both the seminar 
and the conference concluded by 
issuing strong statements sup- 
porting vigorous family planning 
efforts" in Indonesia and other 
developing countries. 

Musa, who holds 2 degree in 
comparative religion and another 
in communication, says many In- 
donesian Muslims now believe 
that family planning is not merely 
compatible with religious law but 
actually advances the goals of 
Islam. “Mohammad said you 
have to marry and have children, 
but he also said that God can't 


change your life without your 
effort. We are the ones to decide 
whether we have one or two or 
three or five children. If we want 
to improve the quality of our 
lives, it's dependent on ns. It's not 
a gift of God,” he says- 
“So now the ulamas talk every- 
where about family planning. 
They say it is not against our 
religion, because our religion is 
for the welfare, the happiness and 
the prosperity of our people. And 
they see, of' course, that this is 
also tbe goal of family planning. 
The ulamas are practically run- 
ning the programme by them- 
selves" — World News Link. 


The UFO welcome mat is in Wisconsin 


By Peter Mailer 

Reuter 


ELMWOOD, Wisconsin — This 
small town in western Wisconsin 
doesn't have many parking 
places, and there is no motel. But 
the welcome mat is always out for 
visitors from space. 

Elmwood, with a population of 
1.009, has turned waiting for 
alien visits into aJL year: business. 

It all began 15 years ago when 
George Wheeler, described by 
friends as a no-nonsense police- 
man, reported that he had been 
attacked by a blue light from a 
large ball of flame that hovered 
over his squad car at the village 
quarTV. 

Eight years ago, 76-year-old 
Hobbs Wilson said he had seen a 
UFO 10 kilometres from town. 

“It was six to seven metres 
long, made no noise and it lit up 
tiie barnyard," he tells visitors. 
“Where did it get the power to 


light up like that? I don't know.” 

More recently area business- 
man Tom Weber got internation- 
al attention when he tried to raise 
S50 million to build a landing 
strip for aliens. 

He envisioned it beaming wel- 
coming lights towards space to 
entice wandering craft down for a 
friendly landing and perhaps a 
cup of coffee. 

That project flopped for lack of 
money. 

While other small towns across 
America have their pumpkin fes- 
tivals, fishing derbies and other 
local occasions, Elmwood makes 
its mark with annual “UFO 
days.” 

The most recent attracted 
2,000 tourists, some dressed like 
Hollywood-issue aliens. 

They watched parades, danced 
in the street, rode carnival rides, 
ate UFO burgere (toppd with 
melted cheese and sauerkraut) 
and saw the crowning of a UFO 
queen. 


The six finalists in that last 
event were asked by the judges to 
explain why UFOs are attracted 
to Elmwood. 

“It might be because they want 
to study a rural culture, and this is 
a very rural culture," said 17- 
year-old Kathryn Raasch. 

Children chased through the 
streets gathering 500 paper plates 
dropped from an airplane. The 
imitation flying saucers were re- 
deemable for prizes ranging from 
five to 75 cents. 

'‘Every town around here 
seems to have its strawberry fes- 
tival or its cucumber festival or its 
potato festival, so we decided to 
have a UFO festival because 
we’ve had a lot of sightings," said 
Caroline Schoeder, an organiser 
of the event. 

The continuing sale of inflat- 
able space ships, T-shirts, caps, 
mugs, ashtrays, badges, bumper 
stickers and other products has 
become something of a cottage 
industry. 


“We usually try to donate ab- 
out S3 ,000 a year to the commun- 
ity,” said Sharon Weber, who did 
a brisk business at a concession 
stand run by the Elmwood Area 
Community Club, a charitable 
organisation. 

Profits from the sale of UFO 
paraphernalia have paid for an air 
conditioning system in a com- 
munity auditorium and for 
Christmas decorations in the 
downtown district, she said. . • 
r . However, for the true UFO 
aficionado wanting to meet alien 
beings, Elmwood may be a dis- 
appointment. 

Rust)* Paar. 23, drove in from 
La Crosse, Wisconsin, clutching a 
photocopied document that be 
said outlined a government cov- 
er-up of UFO landings. But he 
found few people who took the 
matter as seriously. 

"This whole event just looks 
like a bunch of people looking for 
an excuse to party," he said. 


By Samuel Fromartz 

Rearer 

NEW YORK - The New Yorker 
magazine, which has captivated 
its public for three generations, is 
winning new readers as the U.S. 
magazine industry enters its worst 
recession in years. 

Other magzines that reach far 
wider audiences than the New 
Yorker have watched advertising 
pages slip away as companies cut 
bade on spending. 

But the 65-year-old weekly — 
which features long, in-depth 
pieces of journalism and short 
fiction and poetry interspersed 
with quirky cartoons — has 
actually seen more readers flock 
to its pages, with advertisers ging- 
erly following along. 

“The industry is nqt particular- 
ly healthy this year, and the New 
Yorker was up 7.5 per cent in ad 
pages in the first qaurter and 
about five per cent for the first 
half. It’s very gratifying, but it's 
also, ’oh boy, we're out there 
alone,"’ said Steven Florio, chief 
executive of the New Yorker. 

When the magazine was 
bought five years ago by S.I. 
Newhouse Jr's Advance Publica- 
tions, tbe largest privately-owned 
U.S. magazine publisher, long- 
time readers feared the New Yor- 
ker would be forever changed. 

Newhouse owns slick publica- 
tions such as Vogue. Gentleman's 
Quarterly and Vanity Fair and 
sceptics thought he would justify 
his S168 million investment in the 
New Yorker by changing it to 
boost advertising revenues. 

Within a month of purchasing 
the company, Newhouse brought 
in Florio to run the company — 
and coming from a men's fashion 
magazine was not exactly a prime 
credential in the New Yorker set. 

"Everyone was asking, ‘what’s 
he going to do? what's he going to 
do?’ The rumour mill was just 
extraordinary.” Florio said. 

He began by reworking the 
business side of the magazine, 
accepting credit card payments 
for subscriptions and instituting a 
direct mail campaign. 

He also sold off various com- 
panies the New Yorker owned 
and let go about 40 business staff 
members, some of whom had 
spent virtually their entire careers 
ast the company. 

While more aggressive selling 
techniques, like big advertising 
packages, made some purists 
bristle, the new owners were 
careful not to tinker too much 
with the editorial content of the 
magazine, as that was its heart. 

The New Yorker differs from 
many publications by its loyal 
readership — it has one of the 
highest subscription renewal 
rates in the industry' — and its 
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notable place in the New York 
publishing community. 

It wasn’t until 1987. however, 
that Newhouse firmly stamped 
his mark on the magazine by 
bringing in Robert Gottlieb, edi- 
tor of book publisher Alfred A. 
Knopf, to replace William 
Shawn, a venerable figure in 
journalism who edited the New 
Yorker for 35 years. 

Despite his credentials, Got- 
tlieb's surprise appointment 
alienated many on the editorial 
staff, who viewed him as an out- 
sider and thought Shawn was 
treated poorly. 

“We were reading about 
ourselves in the press everyday — 
that I was going to get rid of 
Gottlieb and then Newhouse was 
going to get rid of me,” Florio 
recalled. “But I kept saying to 
Bob, ‘let's just keep doing what 
we've been doing. Newhouse be- 
lieves in both of us.'” 

Finally, advertisers began 10 
return to the magazine in 1989 
and circulation started to in- 
crease. The magazine now 
reaches more than 630, 000 read- 
ers — the highest in its history. 

It managed the comeback with- 
out altering what it has always 
done best: catering to people who 
enjoy long, unadorned articles in 
an age when television and the 
quick-read dominate media. 

“The most striking aspect of 
the magazine has been in attempt 
to establish some standard of 
conscience for journalism. We 
were doing that 50 years ago and 
we continue to do so today," said 
Brendan Gill, a staff writer at the 
magazine for more than half a 
century. 

Among other changes, the 
"Goings on About Town” section 
in the front of the magazine, 
offering listings of a wide variety 
of New York entertainment 
events, added graphics and short 
profiles. 

Younger writers and cartoon- 
ists were hired, complementing 
the staff who have long worked a; 
the magazine. 

Last year, the New Yorker won 
its first national magazine awards 
in 11 years in the categories at 
fiction and reporting. It won ovn 
more awards this year. 

But while the comeback has 
been a vindication of sorts for 
those who own and run the New- 
Yorker, things are much the same 
for the staff. 

Asked how the staff viewed the 
resurgence in readers. Gill saio 
“Honestly, almost m\>lermu&i\ . 
it hasn't crossed the minds 01 
editorial. I don't think anybody in 
50 years has ever talked to me 
about circulation. We show a 
genuine lack of interest because’ 
it's always been a magazine 
where we wrote for each other." 
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Underdogs bite back at Asian Games 

China’s medal drive slows 


PEKING (AP) — Japan's Mune- 
hiro Kaneko seized the title of 
Asia's top all-round athlete 
Saturday, and Gulf states runners 
and South Korean shooters also 
helped slice into China's gold 
medal monopoly at the Asian 
Games. 

For the first time in the week- 
old games, China won less than 
half of the day’s golds. 

Past quadruple gold medallist 
P.T. Usha of India missed out on 
her second chance for a gold here 
as China ran away from the Indi- 
ans in the women’s 1,600-metre 
relay, breaking India's games re- 
cord. 

But overall, China picked up 
just 10 of the day’s 24 golds — 
four in shooting, two in judo, and 
one each in track and field, cycl- 
ing, men’s sabre team fencing and 
the Chinese martial an of Wushu, 
making its debut in these games. 

That boosted its gold total to 
111. to 24 for Japan, 23 for South 
Korea and nine for Nonh Korea. 
The Chinese had 197 medals m 
all. followed by Japan's 117,. 
South Korea's S6 and North 
Korea's SI. 

Japan and South Korea each 
■won five golds Saturday. Japan 
had two in track and field, two in 
cycling and one in judo. South 
Korea won three in shooting and 
one each in judo and weightlift- 
ing. 

Kaneko broke the 8-y ear-old 
games record of 7.417 points with 
a 7,799 total in the decathlon, a 
two-day contest in running, 
jumping, pole vaulting and hull- 
ing the shot put. discus and jave- 
lin. 

Taiwan’s Guu Jin-Shoei was 
second with 7,623 and China's 
Gong Goohua third with 7,453. 
China's Weng Kangqiang held 
the old record. Lee Fu-An of 
Taiwan, the Asian champion, en- 
ded fifth at 7.036 after missing at 
an ambitious initial height in the 
pole vault and receiving no points 
for that event. 

Asian champion Mohammad 
A1 Malki of Oman wod the men’s 
4C0 metres in 45.81 seconds, 
short of the games record of 
45.00 and his own Asian record 
of 44.56. Qatar’s Ibrahim Muftah 
was second in 46.09, and Japan's 
Koichi Konakatomi third in 
46.85. 

Mohammad Sulaimaa gave 
Qatar its second gold of,, the 


games, winning the men's 1,500 
metres in 3 minutes, 43.56 
seconds. South Korea's Kim 
Bong-Yoo was second in 3:45.04 
and Japan’s Mitsuhiro Okuyama 
third in 3:45.53. 

In the relay. Usha never bad a 
chance. China's Li Guilian gave 
her team a comfortable first-lap 
lead, and India had to struggle for 
the silver medal. China finished 
in 3:33.57, breaking India’s 1986 
games record of 3:34.58. India's 
time was 3:38.45, with Malaysia a 
close third in 3:38.52. 

Japan’s Megumi Sato won the 

women's high jump with a leap of 
1.94 metres, breaking the games 
record of 1.89 set by China's 
Zheng Dazhen in 1982. South 
Korea's Kim Hee-Sun and Chi- 
na's Cao Zhongping both cleared 
1.90. with the same number of 
misses, and shared the silver 
medal. 

In cycling. Hideki Miwa led a 
1-2-3 Japanese sweep in the 
men’s sprint event. Then Japan 
won the four-kilometre team pur- 
suit, beating China 4:34.47 to 
4:41.15 in the final. 

China took all three medals m 
the women's sprint, with Zhou 
Shumin winning the gold. 

In shooting. South Korea won 
three golds and North Korea one. 

South Korea's Park Bynng- 
Taek won the men's centre-fire 
pistol title with a 598, one of the 
world record, and Lee Eun-Chol 
edged Japan's Ryohei Koba 
1,253.7 to 1,253.4 for the men’s 
small-bore 3x40 rifle shooting 
gold. South Korea won the rifle 
event team title 3,459 to 3,440 
over China. 

North Korea beat South Korea 
438 to 430 for the men's skeet 
team title, and China won the 
women's event, 434 to 430 over 
North Korea. 

China won the women's air 
pistol individual and team golds 
and the centre-fire pistol team 
title. 1,747 to 1,743 over South 
Korea. The centre-fire victory 
made Xu Haifeng, China's Asian 
Games torch bearer, a quadruple 
gold medallist. 

Japanese Judoka Hirotaka 
Okada beat Sooth Korea's Kim 
Senng-Kyu for the men's mid- 
dleweight gold, and South 
Korea's Kim Byung-Joo threw 
China's Li Jinshan in 3 minutes, 
22-- seconds for the half- 
middleweight title. ‘ 


Chinese beat Japanese for two 
women's judo golds, with Zhang 
Di defeating Ryoko Fujimoto in 
the middleweight division and Jin. 
Xianglan downing Takako 
Kobayashi in the half- 
middleweight. 

Unlike judo, athletes compet- 
ing in Wushu have no opponent, 
but receive points — much as in 
gymnastics — for their form. 
Chinese took the top two places 
in the women’s Nanchuao divi- 
sion, but Japan's Noriko Katsube 
won the bronze with 9.35 points 
of a possible 10. Winner Chen 
Lihong had 9.80. 

South Korea's Yeom Dong- 
Chul won the 82. 5-kilogram 
weightlifting gold, and North 
Korea's Chon Choi Ho won at 75 
kilogrammes. 

India blanked defending cham- 
pion South Korea 2-0 Saturday 
and stayed undefeated, along 
with Pakistan, in Asian Games 
field hockey competition. 

Gundeep Kumar and Dhanraj 
Pill ay scored for India against 
South Korea, the 1986 games 
winner. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan, which 
beat the Koreans here earlier, 
downed China 5-0 on two goals 
by Muhammad Irfan and one 
each by Tahir Zara an. An jura 
Saeed and Shahbaz Ahmad. 

Pakistan leads the standings 
with four victories, while India 
has three. South Korea stands 
third with a 2-2 record. 

India and Pakistan are to meet 
next Friday in the final game of 
the men’s hockey round robin. 

Chinese swimmers 
outclass rivals 

China’s women swimmers, 
stars of the Peking Asian Games, 
have become a force in world 
swimming but the men will have 
to wait a little longer, coaches 
said. 

“The Chinese women are 
already world class, bat their men 
still have a way to go," said a 
U.S. coach watching final events 
of the swimming competition." 
We will have to watch for them at 
the next Olympics." 

China’s women won every one 
of the 15 golds they contested, 
including eight in new Asian re- 
cord times. Four women pock- 
eted four golds each. 


Gilbert struggles into 
Queensland Open final 


Werder deals Bayern Munich 
their first defeat of season 


BRISBANE (R)' — Top seed 
Brad Gilbert had to labour long 
and hard Saturday to set up a 
final against his compatriot and 
practice partner Aaron Krick- 
stein in the Queensland Open 
Tennis Championships. 

Gilbert, 29, needed more than 
two and a half hours to dispose of 
fourth-seeded West German 
Carl-Uwe Steeb 5-7, 6-3, 6-4 in 
the semifinals of the S320,000 
tournament. 

The 29-year-old Gilbert said he 
was worried that the long match 


had tired him out for Sunday's 
final against Krickstein, the 
second seed, who had a much 
easier time with a 6-2, 6-0 win 
over Australian John Fitzgerland. 

“By the time I get back to the 
hotel and have something to eat, 
I probably won't get to sleep until 
two o'clock." Gilbert said. 

“But then again even if you 
have 24 hours between matches, 
you can go out and play lousy. It's 
hard to predict. Tennis is a funny 
game." 


BONN (R) — A spectacular goal 
by Werder Bremen defender Uli 
Borowka dealt champions 
Bayern Munich their first defeat 
of the season as Kaiserslautern 
stretched their lead at the top of 
the West German soccer first 
division. 

Borowka fired a 25-metre shot 
firmly into the top right corner in 
the 52nd minute to earn Werder a 
1-0 home win. 

Kaiserslautern took advantage 
of the defeat to take a two-point 
lead with a 2-1 win over Bayer 
Leverkusen. 


The two top-of-the-table games 
played ahead of Saturday’s other 
fixtures were the most important 
of the weekend. 

Goals from Thomas Dooley 
and Demir Hotic in the 24tb and 
47th minutes made sure Kaisers- 
lautern will visit Italy for their 
European Cup Winners’ Cap 
first-round second leg with Samp- 
doria next week as clear league 
leaders after eight games. 

The West Germans lead the 
holders 1-0 after the first leg. 


Senna clinches 50th pole 

position in Spanish GP 


Their male counterparts were 
harder pressed, snatching eight 
golds to Japan's seven and South 
Korea's one. 

“I am especially happy that the 
women’s swimmers have reached 
world standards in many events," 
said Chinese swimming coach 
Chen Yunpeng. 

The women provided most of 
theexchement for the boisterous 
home-town crowd which packed 
the Yingdong Swimming Arena 
night after night. 

A pair of petite Chinese raced 
the second and third best times 
ever in the 100 metres butterfly 
and another swimmer recorded 
the year's second best time in the 
200 metres butterfly. 

The capacity crowd was on its 
feet to watch Yang Wenyi, the 
world’s fastest woman in the wa- 
ter, try to break her own world 
record in the 50 metres freestyle. 

But despite winning easily, she 
failed to set a new mark, explain- 
ing later that her legs were tired. 

The Chinese team's stunning 
progress — in 1978 it failed to win 
a single Asian Games sw imming 
medal — is due partly to East 
German help and a huge reser- 
voir of talent, coaches said. 

“They are the fastest impro- 
ving swimming team around," 
the U.S. coach said. 

The near-Olympian size of the 
women — at an average height of 
Z.72 metres, they are just two 
centimetres shy of the average for 
Olympic finalists — also allows 
them to compete ax a higher 
level. 

The men are relatively smaller 
than Olympians, Chen said. 

“Our women swimmers are 
also very strong because they 
have good psychologial con- 
ditioning," he added. 

Cloistered in high-altitude 
training before the games, the 
team also gained an edge by 
practising in the pool where the 
races were held. 

Chinese women concentrate on 
strength training, evident in the 
muscular build of many of them. 

“These are the main reason for 
the women’s good performance. 
Frankly speaking. Chinese 
women swimmers have much- har- 
der training than men swim- 
mers," Chen said. 

“The next step is to enhance 
tiie men's training." 


JEREZ, Spain (AP) — Ayrton 
Senna of Brazil gained the 50th 
pole position of his Formula One 
career as he held on to the top 
spot Saturday in die qualifica- 
tions for the Spanish Grand Prix. 

Senna’s 50 poles have come in 
just 108 races, by far file best in 
Formula One history. The late 
Jim Clark had 33 for second in 
the aU-time list. 

“I would like to thank every- 
body that has participated m this 
achievement from the very first 
day from the Portuguese 
weekend in 1985," the 30-year- 
old Senna said. “That is when I 
achieved and that one was real 
special." 

Senna's McLaren-Honda 
docked 1 minute, 18.887 seconds 
Saturday to average 193.716 
kilometres per hour (120.369 
miles per hour). 

On Friday he raced to a 
1:18.900 docking on the 4.218- 
kilometre (2.621-mile) Jerez Cir- 
cuit. 

“I had an made feeling that 
someone could beat that time,” 
Senna said. “If I wanted to 
gained my 50th. I had to go-faster 
(than Friday)." 

Defending world champion 
Alain Prost of France was second 
Saturday with 1:18.824. Ferrari 
temmate Nigel Mansell of Britain 
was third in 1:19.106. 

Jean Alesi of France, in a 
Tyrrell-Ford, was fourth in 
1:19.604. 

Senna holds a 78-60 lead in the 
drivers standings over Prost and 
can win the title if he takes 
Sunday's race. 

Senna also won the season title 
in 1988 but lost last year after a 
bitter rivalry with Prost. 

If Senna doesn't win Sunday, 
Prost needs at least a second 
place to stay alive in the stand- 
ings. A third or worse eliminates 
the Frenchman mathematically 
with two races left. 

Prost, a three-time world driv- 
ing champion, criticised the Span- 
ish Jerez circuit after fellow driv- 
er Martin DonneDy, of Northern 
Ireland, was injured in the Friday 
qualifying of the Spanish Grand 
Prix. 

“On this track you are almost 
always in a position to hit a 
barrier head-on or at a dangerous 
angle." Prost said. 

Donnelly struck the retaining 


wall at almost 260 kilometres an 
hour less than 10 metres from the 
curb — almost head-on according 
to’ witnessess — and hurled bade 
on the trade. 

The qualifying was stopped 
while Donnelly was removed and 
taken to the hospital nmt on the 
track. 

A medical boDctm said Satur- 
day his condition was stable fol- 
lowing surgery. He had broken 
both legs, several ribs, a cheek- 
bone and bis collarbone, and was 
having some minor respiratory 
problems from a braised right 
lung. 

Senna said he found It difficult 
to go as fast as be did following 
Donnelly’s accident. 

“I went to the place and saw 
the immediate consequences of 
file accident with my own eyes,” 
Senna sakL “It was difficult to 
understand, absorb it and go for- 
ward from that.” 

“We have seen an extremely 
difficult day for ns drivers be- 
cause of the accident of Donnel- 
ly.” Senna said. “It’s not easy to 
cope with someone getting hurt 
that much in such an unexpected 
way." 

Donnelly’s Lotus-Lanborghini 
hit a curb and then smashed into 
a retaining wall. The car split in 
half, throwing the Briton out of 
his cockpit and leaving him 
motionless strapped into his seat 
in tiie middle of the track. 

Qualifying was baited for 40 
minutes while rescue personnel 
carried Donnelly by stretcher 
from the track. 

“I tried to put it from my mind 
during the last part of the train- 
ing," Senna said. “But it was 
there. It was such a major acci- 
dent.’’ 

“I just try to drive the way as 
always. I just did my best as I 
always try to despite the circumst- 
ances.” 

Members of tiie Lotos team 
praised the sport's governing 
body’s safety guidelines 
Saturday. 

“We would like to thank 
FISA’s (International Federation 
of Auto Sports) doctor, Professor 
Syd Watkins and all the marshalls 
and medical staff both at the 
track and the hospital for their 
wonderful assistance so far," 
Lotus team manager Rupert 
Man waring said. 


Ben Johnsoncan compete 
for Canada again after ban 


TORONTO (AP) — Sprinter 
Ben Johnson, who lost an Olym- 
pic gold medal and world record 
after his steriod use was disco- 
vered, can compete for Canada 
again. 

Johnson was reinstated by the 
Executive Committee of the 
Canadian Olympic Association 
(COA) Friday. His two-year sus- 
pension for steriod use expired 
Tuesday. 

Johnson, who had his Olympic 
gold medal and world record for 
file 100 metres stripped during 
the Seoul games after he tested 
positive for steriods, was rein- 
stated by a 9-3 vote and is now 


eligible to compete on national 
teams representing Canada, in- 
cluding those in the 1992 Olym- 
pics. 

“It’s our feeling that the public 
disgrace Ben has suffered the past 
two years is unprecedented," 
COA President Carol 'Anne 
Letheren said. “We believe he's 
suffered enough.” 

In the summer, the federal 
government upheld its lifetime 
ban suspending Johnson from 
government funding — about 
$600 a month — but left it to the 
COA to decide whether the 
sprinter could represent the coun- 
try at international events. 


FIFA plans wider goals Mutfn’Jeff 


ZURICH (R) — Bigger footbal- 
lers and low-scoring World Cup 
games have prompted soccer 
chiefs to consider shifting the 
goalposts. 

“Scientific studies show that 
the human body has grown 14 
centimstTes this century." Guido 
Tognoni. spokesman for the In- 
ternational Football Federation 
(FIFA) told Reuters Saturday. 

“But the size of the goal first 
fixed in 1866 is still the same at 


7.32 metres wide and 2.44 metres 
high." 

A Swiss magazine reported 
that FIFA President Joao Hava- 
lange had backed moves to widen 
the goal by 30 centimetres and 
raise the crossbar 10 centimetres. 

Tognoni said the proposals 
were aimed at making the game 
more attractive. Fans were dis- 
appointed by the dearth of goals 
at the World Cup in Italy earlier 
this year. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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Opening lead: Five of f 
Had most players we know held 
the West hand, they would still be 
complaining about the dearth of 
high cards ihey had been dealt. Not 
W many-time world champion 
Mike Lawrence, of Berkeley Calif., 
who picked up this uninspiring col- 
lection during the Open Pairs event 
at the rcccnL Spring North American 
Championship in Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

East's redouble showed a better- 
ihan-minimum opening bid with 


THE BRAVE 

spade support. Since South had a 
clear preference in the minor suns, 
his bid of (wo clubs was to prevent 
Nonh running from the redouble to 
i wo diamonds. Lawrence wielded 
the ax. partly as a warning to part- 
ner not ro bid on. then defended 
beautifully to reap the maximum 
dividend. 

Dummy's ace won the first trick 
and. with nothing better to do, de- 
clarer returned a heart. East took 
the king and switched to the king of 
trumps, taken by the ace. 

When declarer next led a low dia- 
mond off dummy. East inserted the 
queen to lead another trump 
through declarer, who played low, 
allowing West to win the jack and 
return a trump to the queen. 

A diamond to the jack forced the 
ace and East exited with a heart. 
Declarer inserted the eight and Law- 
rence discarded! Next came the 
queen of hearts and Lawrence again 
refused to ruff. Declarer ruffed his 
last heart in dummy, but that was 
North -South’s sixth and last trick. 
Note that had Lawrence ruffed, de- 
clarer would have been down only 
one. Dummy would have been able 
to overruff and cash three diamond 
winners to go with two trump tricks 
and the ace of hearts. 



Andy Capp 


Peanuts 



S0RRV, MAAM..THE FIRST ■ 
QUESTION OF THE YEAR SORT 
OF POES THAT TO ME.. 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Fighter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: You own roof today bm m me evening 
^ to be in contact with a m4hin be with goodfaends at the ptqects 

a powerful poritkm if ycra arc ^oing you all like, 

to make a success of your mge- LIBRA: (Septe mb er 23 to October 
mons plan. Why wait? Nothing 22) It is advisable timm my j&mxts 
ventured, nothing gained. or ooaummrications you use the 

n . , _ A __I, utmost caution not to get in sect- 

dentt or tipset dme yon.aead 

horizons in the morning and avoid mcSM g c to - 
oldcr persons with different views SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
from yoor own but at night enjoy ber 21) You are apt to make some 
your family big mistakes by tackling either an 

dons over im*** or liabilities and new ac **™ £9 ' 


the doubt early while later visiting 

a dose companion. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Avoid individuals in the outside 
world who limit you or who do 
drastic things and instead spend 
the day attending to material 
aspects of your fife. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Knock off from usual work 
routines today for they would not 
been doing to anyone? satisfaction 
and instead concentrate on person- 
al wishes. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Don’t 
put yourself in a position today 
where you have to spend much on 
the good things in life but go along 
with a romantic time with your 
attachment. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Tread lightly in your relations 
with those who dwell beneath your 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Yon are tied down 

to some tmfinwhed personal task 

during tiie day so stick to it until it 
is completed, then get into oncom- 
ing badness deals. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A private worry can 
keep you from doing most any- 
thing of a constructive nature so 
put it aside and later you get a 
pleasant night with an associate. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) AD types of friends could 
prove d isap poi nt ing to you today 
so put off setting them and concen- 
trate upon working out a new 
schedule for your activities. 
PISCES; (February 20 to March 
20) The worldly interests yon want 
to engage in would not come out as 
you wish so instead consider the 
good times you most enjoy indulge 
in them. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



Now arrange tha dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the sbovB cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: BOOTH ADMIT WAYLAY FALLEN 
Answer Her upkeep was his DOWNFALL 


The Daily Commuter Puzzle 



ACROSS 
1 Window frame 
5 Lug 
9 Taxi 

12 Ballet knee 
bend 

13 Distant 

15 Tree trunk 

16 Celestial 
scientist 

18 Soon 

19 Fish eggs 

20 Bowling alley 

21 Riled with joy 

23 Mature 

24 Honking birds 

25 Nook 

28 Labyrinth 

29 Utmost 

32 Declivity 

33 Rescues 

34 Article 

35 Mentally 


36 Provide food 

37 Panorama 

38 In addition 

39 Inn 

4) Large deer 

41 One of us 

42 Crude metals 

43 Checked 

44 Kind of beet 
46 Difficult 

4? Clothes 
48 ignition knock 
50 Make a choice 

53 Wholesome 

54 Conversion 

57 Monster 

58 Faint trace 

59 Underdone 

60 Boastful talk 

61 Nobleman 

62 Sky color 

DOWN 

1 Practice 
boxing 

2 Too 

3 Location 

4 Pronoun 

5 Appetizer 

8 Solitary ; 

7 City on the < 

Tiber t 

8 Shoe tip 4 

• 


!■■■■ am aaa 


I"®,' EJwwiMsdlm S4wrtc*».lnc. 
All a gnu Rewrote 


9 Rivalry 

10 Lily plant 

11 Curve 

14 Food storage 
bin 

15 Meadow 
sounds 

17 Oil-rich fruit 

22 Sediment 

23 l a««n 

24 Off feinting 
mallet 

25 Ore analysis 
28 Grassy plain 

27 Orchestra 
VIPs 

28 Deck officers 
3Q The ones here 
31 Cut with 

an ax 

33 Satisfied fully 

36 Right 1 

37 Vacuum 

39 Frozen dew 

40 Blend 
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Technologie frangaise et crise du Golfe 

Spot: uvt satellite tres courtise 


■ 

'*&; I 


Satellite civil, destm£ prindpa kmwtf i la ca rtog- 
xapfaie, Spot interesse beaucoup les mflifctires depuis 
te d£bnt de la crise do Golfe. Les images precises 
qo’ a Pent fommir de n’importe quel point do globe 
permettent de distingner les mouvements troupes et 
lesdisposififs militaires. Depute le d&nt de la crise, 
fl ®st done trts sollicite par tontes les parties 
prenante, mais sa soctete d’exploitatkm applique & la 
lettre l’embargo commercial contre 1’lrak. 


Autour de la pian&te, 
J tourae an drflle de pboto- 
graphe. Rien n'6cbappe k sa 
vue pergante et 3 travaille 
. vingt-quatre heures sur vingt- 
quatre. Cest Le satellite fran- 
gais de t£l€d6tection SPOT 1 
qui, depots son orbite, & quel- 
que 830 km de nous, foumit 
en continn. depuis 1986, des 
images de la Terre. 

- Des images de tr£s grande 
quality, dites «haute resolu- 
tion*. Choisissez sur on carte 
un parking, on coot de tennis, 
le b&timent d’one ferine on 
l’oued d’une oasis saharienne: 

' SPOT vous en donnera one 
vue adrienne aussi nette que 
. s’3 s avaient 6t& pris k vingt 
indexes du sol pour une photo 
couieor, k dix metres pour do 
noir et blanc. 

Le principe? Les deux 
cameras haute resolution du- 
satellite balaient, k chacun de 
ses passages, une bande de 
terre de 117 km de large. Au 
bout de 26 jours. Feed de 
. SPOT a photographic la pla- 
ndte sous toutes ses contures 
et 3 recommence en repassant 
sur ses traces. De plus, un 
savant jeu de miroirs Clargit 
• son champ de vision k plu- 
sieurs centaines de 


kilometres. Ce qui permet des 
prises de vue obliques et, par 
consequent, la reconstitution 
dimages en relief. 

Quant k 1’acuitC de sa vi- 
sion, SPOT la doit k la quality 
dc son Cqoipement optiqne. 
Six mflle photodiodes trans- 
forment la lumi&re regoe en 
signanx Clectriques. Ces der- 
niers sont converts en doo- 
nCes informatiques transposes 
aux stations de reception 
situCes dans diffdrents pays. 
Elies y sont stockCes sur 
bandes magnCtiques poor fitre 
finalement transformers en 
images. 

Ce sont done des outils pr6- 
cieux pour les cartographer 
les gCologues, les urbanistes, 
les agronomes. Pour les re- 
sponsables polxtiques aussi, 
dans des domaines comme La 
security civile, la defense 
nationale, I’amCnagement du 
territoire ou Fagri culture. A 
tout moment, 3s peovent efis- 
poser (Ton Ctat rCel de la 
surface du globe et de son 
evolution: desertification, de- 
rive des glaciers, couverture 
vCgCtale, deformation des sols 
dans les regions sismiques... 
ou ddplacement de sites mili- 
taires. 


LA SEMAINE... 
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Les mass-medias et la crise 

Depois la pnblication par 
le professeur californien H. 

Schiller de son livre 
monumental «The mind 
managers* -3 y a qmnze 
.ans^sur le idle des mCdias- 
dansja. spcjCte am& 3 £zvse- . 

’■“3 phis grand chose k ■ 
dCcoavrir, sinon peut-Ctre 
le developpement iucroy- 
abk des moyens techniques 
utilises dans le domaine de 
Finformation. Dans cette 
etude, que j’ai lue 3 y a 
quelques annCes, Fauteur 
analyse pertmemment la 
fagon dont les moyens d’in- 
formation manipnlent 
1'opinion publique aux Etats-Unis. Non seulement ils 
dCfonnent la vCrite, mais ils crCent des systCmes de valeurs 
que la majoxite du peuple americain suit aveuglCment. Par 
ailleurs, Schiller dCmasque les «mythes»_ sur lesquels 
s’appuient les mass-medias, tels que la tmeutralite* et 
F«objectivite*... 

J’ai redecouvert V importance de ce livre cette semaine, 
en relisant un grand nombre d’articies et de coupures de 
joumaux americains relatifs k ce qu’on appelie «la crise du 
Golfe*. De plus, une conference s’est tenue k Amman sur 
le r61e des mass-medias oeddentaux dans cette crise. 

On dirait une «guerre psychologique* ou une guerre sur 
le front de Finformation, dirigCe contre les Arabes et non 
moins dangereuse que la concentration des troupes 
ocridentales en Arabie. On cc31e tout ce qui est mechant, 
hideux, insense sur le dos des Arabes. Ce qui est plus 
terrible encore, e’est Finsmuation; on prepare le dtoyen k 
faire sienne Fimage que les moyens d’information veulent 
donner d’une figure, en Foccurence ceUe de Saddam 
Hussein. On cbercbe k le denigrer, k l’insulter carrement, & 
defonner tout sur lui, k redfeouvrir «sa verite*... pour 
aboutir k la comparaison entre lui et Hitler. On cherche en 
vain une certaine ressemblance entre les moustaches des 
deux hommes! 

L’afflux des nouvclles, des commentaires et des repor- 
tages ne s’arrSte pas. II ne concern e pas seulement 1'liak, 
mafe touche aussi .la Jordanie. A en croire certains 
journaHstes, notre pays est envahi par le dioldra, les 
magnrins sont vides et les rdfixgids venant de Koweit Font 
transform^ en un lieu de crime et d’instab3it&. Kdsultat: les 
touristes boudent notre pays. Or tout le monde sait id que 
fe cahne et la stabfliti n’ont nuUement pcrturbds en 
Jordanie depuis le 2 aofit. Ily a, certes, des difficult^ 
ficonomiques, mais la vie suit son cours normal. 

- En revanche, les crimes commis par les Isralliens k Gaza 
La semaine demifire n’attirent pas le moms dn monde la 
presse dite «interaationaLe* -de son vrai nom 
«occidentale». 

Ces m&mc mass-m6dias ne mettaient-ils pas 1 opunon 
publique en garde, 3 y a quelques ann6es, contre les pays 
co mmunistes menagant d’^envabir le monde»? 

Ctmeusement, . Foffensive actueUe des mass-mddias 
oeddentaux contre les Arabes n’a que peu d’mflueuce sur 
ces demiers. Dans Fensemble, ceux-d considferent que la 
deformation dont Us font Fobjet rdsulte de ce qu*3s ont 
ehfiii d6fi 6 I ’Occident et qn’fls dfifendent leuis propres 
mtdrgts. 

Incontestablement, les prftendues ^objectivity* et 
ineutralite* de la phis grande partie des mass-m6dia 
4ntem ationaux* se sont rfivfl6cs sons leur vral jour. Les 
in&fias sont fiddles avant tout k leurs patrons: les grandes 

sodyt^s mnltinationales. 

E s’agjt pour nous, actnellement, de se debarrasser dc ia 
domination des madias oeddentaux sur les peupte arabes. 
Les pays du Tiers-Monde deviaient, k tenne, erter lews 
propres ryseaax de mfidias indfipendants, s’3s veulent 
prohSger leurs intdrfits nation aux. 


Depuis un mois, les com- 
mantks affluent du monde 
entier pour ce dernier type de 
cliches. Cest un atout non 
ndgligeable pour tous, en 
effet, que de disposer ainsi 
rygulierement d’une photo- 
graphic des dispositrfs mili- 
taires en Irak, au Koweit ou 
en Arabie Saoudite pour 
pouvoir en tirer les consequ- 
ences sur le terrain. Th6ori- 
quement, rien n’empyche 
SPOT de satisfaire toutes les 
deman des, mais Fenjeu est 
grave et 1’Irak fait, comme on 
le sait, Fobjet d’un embargo 
commercial strict, qm s*appli- 
que aux photos de SPOT com- 
me k toute marchandise. Pour 
cette raison, la demande ira- 
kienne n’a pas 6t6 satisfaite et 
les images de SPOT sont clas- 
sics top secret, mais le satel- 
lite frangais ne cesse pour 
antant de mixraiSer la zone dc 
conflit afin de satisfaire ses 
clients rdguliers -dont F Ara- 
bie Saoudite fait partie- ou 
pour consumer ses propres 
archives, qui auront une 
valeur certaine k Favenir, 
lorsqn’on dcrira l’histoire de 
la oise do Golfe. Spot n’est ni 
un satellite espion ni un satel- 
lite militaiw , . mais en Fabs- 
ence de «coDfegues* aussi per- 
formants dans ces domaines, 
3 peat tout k fait jouer les 
remplagants, sans abandonner 
pour autant ses fonctions tra- 
ditionneUes. 

Un exemple de ces activity 
tradition nelles, qui montre 
Futility pacifique tie ce satel- 
lite: la s6cheiesse sdvit dans 
quelques rygions frangaises 
depuis le prin temps 1989. 
Certains agriculteurs, litt6r- 
alement sinistr6s, doivent 
bynyfider d’une aide finan- 
dfere de l*Etat. Mais lesquels? 
SPOT jone le r&le de juge de 
paix. Ses images permettent, 
en effet, d’identifier prydsd- 
ment les secteuis touchds et 
de rdpaitir dquitablement les 
indemnit6s. - 

Co stand (sa longdvity a 
double par rapport aux provi- 
sions), discret, efficace, 
SPOT-1 a ddji tiransmis plus 



KawdlOtf, photograph par SPOT-1 ca jaflet 1M7. 

Pour la soridtl «SPOT- 
images* qui commercialise les 
produits de ce satellite congu 
par le Centre National d’E- 
tudes Spatiales (CNES), e’est 
on succds. Son chiffre d'af- 
faires a considirablement au- 
gmentd, passant de 20 mil- 
lions de francs en 1986 k 130 
millions de francs en 1989. Ses 
clients, publics et privds, se 
trouvent en Europe (39%), en 
Amdrique du nord (21%), 
dans la rdgjon Asie-Pacifique 
(24%). Et, malgrd Ia rdeeute 
concurrence des satellites 
sovidtiques, les respocsables 
de cette soddtd affichent une 
sdrdnity totale: la demande 
est & la hausse et -atout com- 
mercial de taillc- ils peuvent 
fonmir un service personnal- 
isd sur commande -{Finter- 


eficMSpdfT @ffitati6h^d&.iifiages^par ex- 
notre gldbe. Dans cet 6ton- emple). 



AnnwKf JP^mJduJe pte dn |Hog-* a iiu e d’ohservmioa SPOT. 


nant catalogue -informatisd 
bien sflr- les vues idylliques 
d’Hes Caraibes cdtoient celles, 
terribles, de la centrale nuc- 
Idaire ddtruite de Tchemobyl. 


Enfin, comme SPOT se fait 
vieux, mdme s’il demeure 
alerte, on lui a adjoint, k titre 
de relais, SPOT-2, lancd en 
janvier dernier par la fusde 


Ariane. Suivront les numdros 
3 et 4, en 1995, puis des 
cousins proprement militaires 
bapusds «H6Iios*. Une car- 
ridre prometteuse pour la per- 


formance et prolifique famille 
SPOT. 

Claire Thierry 
et Jean-Marc Hordes 


Libres propos 

Proems du Moyen- Orient 


(De notre envoyd spddal chaigd 
des affaires judidaires.) 

L’immense salle du tribunal 
onuaen 6tait pleine k craquer. 
Dehors, dans la salle des pas 
perdus, les plaignants, les ao- 
cusds et les avocats atten- 
daient leur tour, au milieu du 
brouhaha d’une foule dnorme 
de jonrnalistes et de curieux. 
A l’ordre du jour, deux 
affaires devaient fitre exami- 
ndes, toutes deux concemant 
des lopins dc terre contestds 
par les uns ou les autres: 
F affaire Palestine-IsraSl et 
F affaire Irak-Koweit. 

Le juge Javier, chargd de 
prdsider les audiences chi tri- 
bunal onusien, n’dtait pas on 
juge comme les autres. Lors- 
qu’3 sidgeait, 3 dtait tenu par 
cinq fib invisibles qui lui sor- 
taient du visage, et dont cha- 
cun dtait manipuld par Fun 
des dnq Grands. 

Le Grand des Grands dtait 
nn immense gaiOard suraotn- 
m£ l’onde Sam. XL possfidait 
on terrrain vaste et ridie, dont 
les manvaises langues 
pritendaient qu’3 Favait pris 
de force k des Sioux, des 
Apaches, des Mohicans et 
d ’autres, aprts les avoir com- 

pktement d6cim6s. L’onclc 

Sam avait beaucoup d’e- 
nfants, adoptifs pour la pla- 
part d’aOleuxs. Bon nombre 
de ses enfants s’adonnaient 
aux stup6fiants et k d'autres 
vices. 

Sam tenait le fil attachd an 
nez du juge Javier. Cytait 
done le seul panni les Grands 
qui pouvah mener le juge par 
(e bout du nez. 

Le deuxicbme Grand, sur- 

nommy FOurs, dtait un ga3- 

lard fort au visage rouge, 
probablement a cause d’un 
lyger abus de vodka. L'Ouis 
avait ygalement un immense 

terrain et de nombrenx en- 
fants. Mais k cause de sa 
gestion dyplorable, 3 dtait de- 
venu ndcressheux, au point 
qu*3 en toit arriv4 k devoir 


vendre quelques uns de ses 
enfants pour continuer k sub- 
sister. H les vendait k prix d’or 
k Israel qui les adoptait aussi- 
tdt pour augmeoter la force de 
frappe de sa famlQe. 

L’Ours, lui, tenait le fil 
attachy k Ia langue du juge 
Javier. Avant de devenir 
pauvre, combien de fois 
n’avait-il pas empdchd le juge 
de prononcer ses condaznna- 
tions! Mais les temps avaient 
bien changd! Main tenant, 
contre de bo ns repas de dol- 
lars (dont FOurs dtait trds 
friand) offerts par Sam, 3 lui 
arrivait souvent, lors des 
stances de la cour onusienne, 
de passer le bout de fil qu'ii 
tenait k son nouvel ami Sam. 
Cette nouvelle situation com- 
mengait k menacer s6rieuse- 
ment le record de condamna- 
tions detenu par Israel. Ayant 
la langue presque d61i6e. le 
juge Javier commengait en 
effet depuis peu k prononcer 
des condamnations k la pelle k 
I’encontre de tous ceux qui 
avaient eu le malheur de 
mecontenrer l’oncle Sam. 

Le troiadme Grand, on plu- 
t6t la troisieme Grande, etait 
one vieOlc dame jadis belle, 
riche et puissante, nominee 
Albion. Hie dtait devenne, 3 
y a de cela bien longtemps, la 
petite amie attitrde de 1’onde 
Sam ec montrait un z&le exces- 
sif k exdcuter tous ses ddsirs, 
souvent mdme avant qu’3 ne 
les fasse connaltre. L’emmi 
dtait qu’Albion n’axrivait pas 
k admettre qu’en vieiUissant 
elle avait perdu beaucoup de 
son diarme, de sa fortune et, 
par suite, beaucoup de son 
influence. Mdme I’onde Sam 
commengait k s’en dloigner et 
k flzrter k dxohe k gauche, 
avec beaucoup d’autres. 

Albion tenait le fil attachd k 
ForeiUe droitc du juge Javier. 

La quatridme Grande, 
Marianne, dtait une dame 
douce et distingude, qui avait 
su trfcs bien dlever la plupart 


de ses enfants. Malheureuse- 
ment, eUe ne pouvait pas tou- 
jours rdsister k I’envie de faire 
de bo ns repas de dollars, ce 
qui la poussait parfois k flirter 
avec Sam ou avec d’autres 
(des Bddouins prdtend-ou) et 
k commettre des actes hon- 
teux, qu’eUe finissait par re- 
gretter amdrement. 

Marianne, elle, tenait le fil 
attache k Foreille gauche du 
juge Javier. 

Enfin, la cinquidme 
Grande, Chine, dtait une 
dame bien pauvre mais ex- 
trfimement courageuse. Elle 
avait une multitude d’ enfants 
qu’eUe essayait taut bien que 
mal de nourrir et d’dlever. 

Chine, elle, tenait le fil 
attachd k la pemique du juge 
Javier; elle ne pouvait done 
pas lui faire de mal, mais 
pouvait k tout moment le ridi- 
culiser. 

Avant la sdance, I’oncle 
Sam avait invitd FOurs et 
Chine k un festin de dollars, 
qu’3 s’dtait procurds dans des 
terres loin tain es appartenant 
k des Bddouins. L’Ours, se 
sentant un peu mal, probable- 
ment k cause d’une Idg&re 
indigestion, prdfdra laisser le 
bout de ficelle qu’3 tenait k 
son ami Sam et sortit du palais 
de justice. D s'instaila dans le 
bistrot d’en face, devan t one 
bouteiUe de vodka (tradition 
oblige) et un hamburger 
(capitalisme oblige). H se mit 
k penser aux moyens de con- 
vain ere nombre de ses enfants 
qui ne faisaient pas confiance 
k l’oncle Sam, que les temps 
avaient changd et que, d’iri 
quelque temps au moins, 3 
aurait besom des dollars que 
pouvait lui procurer son 
nouvel ami pour nourrir toute 
sa famille et dtre en mesure 
d’assurer k tous ses enfants 
des hamburgers, des hot- 
dogs, du Coca-Cola et des 
jeans. 

Chine, quant £ elle, resta 
dans la salle du tribunal. Som- 


nolante, se Idchant les babines 
en souvenir du repas qu’elie 
venait d'ingurgiter. EUe r6vait 
de pouvoir, elle aussi, procur- 
er k toute sa famille des ham- 
burgers, du Coca-Cola et des 
jeans. EUe finit par s’eador- 
mir, laissant comber non- 
chaLament par terre le bout de 
ficeUe qu’eUe tenait dans sa 
main. 

A onze heures pile, annon- 
ce par son huissier, Ie juge 
Javier fit son entrde dans la 
saUe. Tout le monde se leva, 
sauf 1’oQcle Sam, qui, vautry 
dans son fauteuU (les Grands 
avaient natorellement le droit 
£ des fauteuils), avait les pieds 
sur le dossier de la chaise 
qu’occupait une femme, assise 
juste devant lui. Cette dame, 
pr6sente en tan t que sceur de 
Palestine et d’lrak, s’appelait 
Arabie. Les pieds de Sam la 
g£naient et Fobligeaient £ gar- 
der la tete pendi£e en avant, 
mais eUe n'osait pas deman- 
der au grand gaillard de les 
retirer. 

«Assis*, cria le juge d’une 
voix autoritaire en s’installant 
sur son si&ge. Tout le monde 
se rassit, £ part bien entendu 
I’oncle Sam qui se contenta 
d'aUonger un peu plus ses 
longues jambes par dessus Ie 
dossier du si£ge d’Arabie, 
rendant la position de cette 
pauvre dame encore plus in- 
confortable et plus humi- 
liame. 

Aprfes avoir consult6 le 
greffier, lliuissier sortit dans 
la salie des pas perdus i£p6- 
tant d’une voix assourdis- 
sante, « Affaire Irak- 
Koweit*... 

(A moins qu'un nombre suffisant 
de lecieurs ne l’exige, nous esti- 
mons inutile de donner la suite du 
compte-reodu de notre envoyy 
special, car vous avez sans doute 
tous suivi, ^ la t division, & la 
radio ou dans les joumaux le 
d£rouiement des proc£s du 
Moyen-Orient.) 

Safari Farah 
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EN BREF 


Liberty. Un opposant jordanien, proebe du Front Populaire de 
Libera don de la Palestine (FPLP de Georges Habacbe), a 6t£ rends 
en liberty £ la fin de la semaine demifere aprfes 13 ans de detention. 
Beikh al-Hadid, 53 ans, condamnd en 1977 £ la peine ca pi tale poor 
atteintc £ la sQretfi de I’Etat, a £t6 grfidy eu raison de son dtat de 
samd et £ la suite de Forientation dymocratique adoptee par son 
parti. 

Rappel. La Jordanie a d6ridy de rappeler son ambassa de ur £ Ryad, 
Nasser Batayneh, pour ri poster £ la decision de F Arabie Saoudite 
d’expalscr certains de ses diplomates en poste dans la capitate 
sacra dienne. La Jcxdanie avait 6t£ notifiee, mardi, par I* Arabie 
saoudite de la demande saoudienne de fermeture du bureau de 
Fattachy militairc £ Ryad et de la reduction du nombre de ses 
diplomates accredits auprfes de ce pays de 25 £ 6, y eompris 
i’ambassadeur et le consul g6t»yral. L'ambassade jordaoienne con-, 
ttnue £ fonctionner. 


Bnrejj. La direction unifiye de Flntifada a d£ cr6ty les jours 
prochains «joom6es d’escalade* dans les territoires occup6s, jusqu'£ 
la levde du blocus impose au camp de r6fugi£& palcstiniens die Bureij 
dans la bande de Gaza, et reaffirm^ que les groupes de choc 
paicstinicns allaient poursuivre les soldats israe liens «ou qu’ils se 
trouvent*. Le couvre-feu est impost au camp de Bureij depuis le 
iynebage, Q y a une semaine, d’un soldai israyiien qui avait p£uytry 
dans le camp. L’arm6e Israeli enne a d£moti quelques jouis plus tard 
one trentaines de maisons et de magasins dans le sectear ou a eu lieu 
l’acddent, et proc6d6 k une vaste vague d’interpellations. 

Ben Bella. L’ancien president Ahmed Ben Bella a foule jeudi le sol 
algerien pour la premiere fois depuis dix ans. au tenne d’un exil force 
en Europe. 3 a aussitdt reclame la constitution d’un «gouvememeat 
national de transition* pour preparer les elections legislatives 
anticip6es, prevues pour fin mars 1991. Ben Bella a «»»«i appeie les 
Algericns £ «se porter volontaires, par centaines de miliiers* pour 
defen dre «notre peuple d’lrak et notre fr£re Saddam Hussein*. 


670. Le conseil de s6curite de FONU a d£cr£te mardi un embargo 
aericn contre l’lrak par quatorze voix pour et une voix contre 
(Cuba). La resolution 670 decide egalement 1 ’immobilisation de tom 
navire irakien relAchant dans un port 6tranger s’Q est soupgonne 
d’avoir vioie 1 ’embargo economiquc et militaire, mis en place le 6 
aoOt. S’agissant de Fembargo aericn, la resolution precise que «tous 
les Etats refuse rout la persnssion de ddcoller de leur tenitoire £ tout 
afronef qui transporterah, £ destination ou en provenance de l’lrak 
ou du Koweit, toute cargaison*. £ Fexception des douties 
alimentaires qui pourraient etre acheminees pour des raisons 
humanitaires. La resolution demande egalement aux Etats de refuser 
ie droit d’arterrissage et de snrvol £ tout avion irakien se rendant en 
Irak ou au Koweit. Bien que la chose ne soil pas expliri lament 
prerisee, 3 semble que Fembargo ne parte pas sur les avions 
transportant des passagers. 

Menaces . L’lrak a menace de pendre des Americains non diplo- 
matics refugees £ Fambassade des Etats-Unis £ Bagdad, au lendemain 
de l’adoption par le Conseil de Security de FONU de la resolution 
etendant au trafic aericn Fembargo contre Bagdad. L’lrak a par 
ailleurs annonc6 qu’ii coupera les vivres £ tous les 6 tr angers bloqu6s 
en Irak et au Koweit £ partir du ler octobre, affirmant ne plus 
pouvoir subvenir £ leurs besoins alimentaires pour cause d'embargo. 

Reserve. Le president George Bosh a decide jeudi de purser 5 
millions de barils dan* les reserves strategiques de petiole des 
Etats-Unis et de les mettre en vente, pour tester les capaat6s du pays 
£ le faire en cas de peurie. Stock de dans d’anciennes mines dc sel de 
Louisian e et du Texas, la reserve strategique a dte progressive me nt 
constituee en reponsc £ la decision des Etats arabes membres de 
FOPEP, en 1973, d’mterrompre les livraisons aux pays soutenant 
Israel. Les stocks strategiques des Etats-Unis sont actuellement de 
590 millions de baiils~er repr6sentent environ 100 jours d’impo na- 
tions. 


Rushdie. L’toivam Salman Rushdie evoque l’«enfer* de sa vie de 
present et se declare £ nouveau «deso!6» d’avoir offense des 
Musuhnans avec son livre «Les verse ts sataniques*, dans sa premiere 
interview teievisec depuis la fatwa dc 1’ayatollah Khomeiny le 
condamnant £ mort, il y a 18 mob. L'annonce de cette interview, qui 
doit £tre diffns£e aujourd’hui par Ja chaine anglaise privee 1TV, a 
coincide avec le zetablissement jeudi des relations diplomatiques 
entre la Grande-B retagne et I’lran. 

Disparition. Le roman cier Alberto Moravia est d6c6d6 mercredi 
matin £ Rome. £ I’fige de 83 ans. Considere comme l’un des plus 
grands 6crivains itahens du XXimc aide, Alberto Moravia 6 tail 
devenu ceiibre d£s son premier roman, «Les indifffirents*, publie en 
1927, et dominait, depuis, la seine litteraire italienne. Sa derniire 
oeuvre doit paraitre bientdt: one biographie sous forme d’ interview, 
r6alis6e pax l’6crivain Alain Elkann, chez Bompiani. 

Philippines. Seize offiders et soldats, dont un general, ont 6i£ 
con damn 6s vendredi £ la prison £ vie pour le meurtre en 1983 de 
Benigno Aquino, chef ebarismatique de l'opposition Philippine £ la 
dictature Marcos. Le verdict a £te prononce par un tribunal 
d’exception aprfes sept ans de procedures au cours desquelles la veuve 
du d£fhnt, Corazon Aquino, est devenue pr£sidente des Philippines. 


A tte n t a t . Un attentat £ la grenade contre deux caf£s-restaurants 
dans le centre de Djibouti a fait un mort, le jeune enfant (Tun 
militaire frangais, et 17 blesses, dont 15 militaires frangab, un 
Djiboutien et an Allemand de Fouest. Les agresseurs ont lance deux 
grenades contre les consommateurs installs £ la terrasse du «Cafe de 
Paris* et ont r6ussi £ prendre la fuite. L’un des blesses (£ ia jam be) 
qui tentait de poursuivre les agresseurs a essuy£ des coups de feu tires 
par un pistolet automatique. L’attentat n’a pas ete revendique. 

Plan. Le president Frangois Mitterrand a propose pour la premiere 
fob lundi, devant 1’Assembiee Gen6rale des Nations Unies, un plan 
en quaere points pour une solution de la crise du Golfe. La premiere 
etape serait que Bagdad «af5nne son intention* de retirer ses troupes 
du Koweit et «Hb£re la vingtaine de miliiers d’6rrangers qu’ii retient 
en otages*. La seconde etape serait aiors le retablissement, sous 
Fegide de FONU, du Koweit dans sa souverainet£, avec la possibility 
pour la population d’exprimer d£mocratiquement ses choix. La 
troiairoe phase consisierart £ amoreer une solution de tous les 
problem es qui se posent au Moyen-Orient. Enfin, si les trob dtapes 
du plan etaient franchies, on pourrait aiors, selon M. Mitterrand, en 
«imaginer» une quatri&me. qui s’attadierait £ la reduction mutuelle 
et consentie des armements et £ «1' amorce d’une cooperation qui 
s’etendrait de l’lran au Maroc*. 

Sondage. Deux Frangais sur txois approuvent V action du president 
Frangois Mitterrand dans le Golfe, seion on sondage realise par 
I’institut BVA pour Fhebdomadaire Paris-Match publie mercredi. 
Une approbation massive £ gauche (83%) mais egalement tr&s forte £ 
droitc (64%) et chez les eiecteurs ne se situant ni £ gauche ni £ drone 
(60%). Ce large consensus a en pour effet de doper la cote de 
popularity du president frangais, qui a progress^ de 6 points par 
rapport £ juillet, atteignant 55% d’opimons favorables. 

IMA. LTnstitut du Monde Arabe (IMA), cree eu 1980 pour 
favoriser la connaissance de ia culture et de la civilisation arabes par 
le public frangais et dont le si£ge a £te inaugury fin 1987 £ Paris, 
traverse actuellement une grave crise financi&re qui a conduit sa 
direction £ annoncer mercredi le ficendement du quart de son 
personnel. N£e de Facammlatton des dettes de la plupart des pays 
arabes fonda tears, qui devaient assumer ensemble 40% du budget de 
fonctionnement de I*IMA (la Ranee se chaigeant du reste), la crise 
s’est encore aggrav6e k la suite des 6v6nements du Golfe qui ont 
empfiche Ie Koweit. Fun des fares pays £ payer r£guU£rement sa 
contribution (6 millions de francs par an), de s’en acquitter cette 
annCe. 









sLe Jourdain Supplement en frangais 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3t, 


A la television jordanlenne 


La nouvelle grille 

des programmes en frangais 


Plus de films, plus de magazines stientifiques, 
cultnrels et 6dncatifs, des horaires plus rtgnliers: ce 
sont les 11 goes directrices de la noovelle grille des 
programmes en frangais, maugurte cette semaine 
sur la deimime cfaaine. An chapltre des dispari- 
tions, on notera celle des «Chiflres et les lettres*. 
Mais les valeurs sures restent an programme: 
dessins animus, «Ca c’est dn rinfona* et la fameose 
«Ecole des fans* de Jacques Martin. 


film de tinlma. Des long nufit- 
rages distractifs, sortis dans 
les salies frangaiscs il y a 

quelques ann6es sont an prog- 
ramme. Cette semaine par ex- 
emple. la tdle en frangais 
propose «Le Pion*. Un film 
Idger, de Christian Gion, sorti 
en 1978- L’histoire est ceDe 

d'un jeune enseignant (joud 
par Henri Guybert) chahutd 
par ses fil&ves et mdprisd par 
ses collogues. Jusqu’au jour 
oh U decide de faire un roman 
de Thistoire de sa vie et de 
1’envoyer k un dditeur, qui 
accepte de le publier. Le petit 
prof se transfonne, du jour au 


Avec le mois d’octobre, la 
deuxiAme chaine de la televi- 
sion jordanlenne inaugure sa 
nouvelle grille de program- 
mes. Une grille caract6ris£e 
avant tout par une plus grande 
regularity des rendez-vous. 
Finis les debuts de program- 
me flottants: ddsormais les 
amateurs des programmes en 
frangais ont rendez-vous sous 
les jours de la semaine k 18h 
prerises, sauf les vendredis et 
les dimanches, qui sont les 
jours des films et oh I'antenne 
est ouverte non moins r6gu- 
lifcrement A 17h30 precises. 

Le vendredi, c’est le jour du 


■Larnt irkmmmmmmm. 

Sagesse des Bedouins 

Ave Egeria, 

Dans le temps, il y avait beaucoup de caravanes qui 
transportaient des inarch an dises entre 1’Arabie Saoudite et 
la Jordanie. On les rencontrait sou vent dans le desert: de 
longues theories de dromadaires accompagnes par une 
dizaine d'hommes. En general, elles etaient silencieuses. 
Quand on fait de longues travers6es dans un territoire ou 
I'eau est rare, on ne gaspiile rien, mSme pas son souffle 
pour parier ou pour blatdrer: les b&bes aussi savent cela, par 
instinct. Un des homines, eiu par les siens, est g£ndrale- 
ment responsable du groupe, gr&ce k sa sagarite et & sa 
profonde connaissance du territoire. A son tour, l’homme 
choisit un dromadaire sur iequel il compte pour donner le 
bon exemple aux autres et, A i’occasion, les disdpliner. 
Hommes et dromadaires d’une caravane doivent se 
soumettre k une discipline trfes stride pour la ieussite du 
voyage. 

Le docteur Rrvara, qui venait juste d’arriver d’ltalie pour 
diriger l’hfipital italien de Karak et qui avait un fils, Fabio, 
enfant au visage triangulaire avec d’taormes yeux brans 
presque douloureux dans leur intensity, est r£veill6 une 
nuit pour soigner un Bedouin qui- avait une main en trfcs 
mauvais 6tat. Elle dtait en miettes. H opdie, fait le 
pansement et se recouche. Le jour suivant, il trouve que le 
pansement a et6 change et les blessures recouvertes par une 
bouillie vert fonc£. H s'inquiete, refeit le pansement, et, le 
soir, retiouve la piaie recouverte par la mfime bouillie vert 
fonce. Et ceci pendant trois jours. Fmalement, son 
inquietude s’apaise, car il voit la main faire des progrtatrAs 
rapides sans la moindre infection et permet alors au 
Bedouin de continuer k se soigner tout seul. Ce rem&de 
consistait en une bouillie d'herbes ayant mace re sous on tas 
de pierres k une certaine epoque de Fannie. Elle soignait 
parfaitement toute sorte de blessure, la faisant dcatriser 
sans former de cheiolde. Le docteur Rrvara a fait dtudier 
cette bouillie par le laboratoire chimique du jar din des 
piantes de Turin: 27 des 34 plantes qu’eUe contient etaient 
connues en Europe comxne anti-can cereuses. 

Les deux hommes deviennent amis et c’est ainsi que le 
docteur Rrvara apprend rhistoire de 1'autre. 

L’homme en question fitait un chef caravanier qui avait 
traverse le desert quelques centaines de fois. Le dernier 
voyage n'avait pas 6te tranquille. Un jeune chameau qu’Q 
venait d'acheter avait commence k montrer, quelques jours 
aprds le depart, des signes toujours plus inquidtants de 
folie. Ni les caravaniers, ni le chameau de tfite n’avaient pu 
avoir raison de son comportement. Toutes les bdtes etaient 
chargees jusqu'A la limite de leurs capacitds; abattre ce 
dromadaire aurait signifie perdre le prix de i'animal et du 
chargement. D'un commun accord les hommes deddent 
d'atteindre Karak tant bien que mal. La cravane arrive 
finalement k son avant-demi&re etape, entre Mod et 
Mazar. Le jeune dromadaire attend que tous les hommes 
soient endormis et s’approche du chef caravanier, lui saisit 
la main entre les dents et l’entraine vers le ravin pour Fy 
jeter. L’homme reussit k extraire son poignard et A 
l’enfoncer dans le cou de la bete. Le dromadaire se rend 
compte qu’il va mourir et, tout en tenant l’homme en 
suspend dans le vide, s'apprdte k enjamber le rebord de 
rochers pour se jeter dans le ravin avec sa victime. H fallut 
la force reunie de tous les hommes pour faire teenier la 
bete mourante, dont les mScboires s’etaient soudees sur la 
main de lliomme. 

Fabio, que j'ai revu dernifrrement, me dit que cette 
histoire hante encore ses nuits. Cest d’ailleuxs le m£me 
Bedouin qui lui a fait cadeau d’un... jouet quelque pea 
extravagant, pour ne pas dire inquietant aux yeux de ses 
parents: une bolte contenant des bdbds aspics. Ced pour le 
mithridatiser. Abou Mishari, mdme aprds leur separation, 
trouvait toujours le moyeu de tempi acer les aspics de Fabio 
quand ils grandissaient trap. D lui avait aussi appris 
comment se comporter au cas oh il serait pique par un aspic 
adulte: 

«Tu es tout petit, et tu ne sera jamais laisse seul 
iongtemps. II faudra que tu te souvienne de trois comman- 
dements de Dieu: 

1) Si Faspic te mord, c’est qu’il se defend d'une attaque 
que tu lui as portee. D faut done que to meures; la 
meilleure fagon de simuler la mort est de ne pas bouger du 
tout. Tu te figes dans F immobility la plus absolue. 

2) Tu ne dois pas tuer l’aspic avant de mourir, parce 
que tu ne respecterais pas la volontd de Dieu par cette 
vengeance. Et surtout, ne suce pas ton sang. 

3}Dieu t'a donne la parole, appeDe done an secours.» 

Que d’anndes et d’argent nous faut-3 aujourd'bui pour 
redecouvrir ce que les Bedouins connaissent depuis tou- 
jours!... 

Vale, Egeria! 


lendemain, en grand ecrivain, 
et regoit le prix Goncouxt. Le 
mepris de ses coUAgues se 
transforme alors en admira- 
tion. Tous veulent devenir ses 
amis, mais Barabi (c’est son 
nom) n’a pas oublie le passe et 
refusera ces amities nouvellcs 
pour preserver les vraies ami- 
ties d' an tan. Film l£ger et sans 
pretention, ce long metrage 
offre k Henri Guybert, spd- 
rialiste des grosses farces, un 
de ses roles les plus sensibles 
et les plus nuanefts. 

Le dimanebe est, lui, le jour 
du telefilm polider. On y re- 

trouvera en alternance les 
meilleures series frangaises du 
genre. «Maigrei>, bien shr, 
joue par Jean Richard et in- 
spire des oombreux romans 
de Georges Simenon mettant 
en saine ce commissaire k la 
pipe et au chapeau mou, aussi 
nonchalent que perspicace et 
psychologue. C’est k lui que 
revient Fbonneur d’inaugurer 
la nouvelle grille ce diman che, 
avec on episode intitule: «la 
pipe de Maigret*. On re- 
trouvera aussi, les autres 
dimanches k 17h30, la serie 
«Les cinq demiAres minutes* 
dans sa version moderne. Cet- 
te serie reprend le titre d’une 
emission nee aux debuts de la 
television en France, ofir un 
candidat devait, aprAs avoir 
visionne une intrigue et i'en- 
qu&te du commissaire joue 
par Raymond Souplaix, 
decouvrir la solution de 
Fenigme. La version moderne 
a supprime F aspect ludique de 
la serie, proposant des en- 
quAtes mendes de bout en 
bout, sans intervention du 
teiespectateur. D’autres series 
viendront completer la pano- 
plie poUciAre du dimanche. 

Au chapitre des innovations 
de la nouvelle grille, 3 faut 
mentionner aussi un nouveau 
jeu, k la fois qwrtif et intdlec- 
tuel, qui sera diffuse le samedi 
en debut de programme, in- 
titule «Les elds de Fort 
Boyard*. Cette emission rep- 
rend les principes d’dmissions 
qui ont toujours fait le succA? 1 ’ 
de la television, du type «La 
chasse au Trdsor* ou, plus 
ancien, «La tete et les 
jambes*. Un candidat Idchd 
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dans un pays inconnu doit 
rdsoudre une dnigme en 
rdpondant k certaines ques- 
tions sur cette region et en 
visitant certains sites. Un 
moyen agrdable d*dtendre sa 
culture gdodTale. 

En alternance avec cette 
nouvelle emission, la televi- 
sion jordanienne presenters le 
magazine «Frahs de la pas- 
sion*. L’idde maitresse de ce 
magazine consiste k dresser le 
portrait d’un sportif cdlAbre et 
k retracer le parcours qui Fa 
conduit k cette apogde. 

Consdente de sa mission 
educative, la direction des 
programmes en frangais pid- 
voit un certain sombre de 
series documentaires srientifi- 
ques. Le mardi sera le jour 
des enfants, avec «Scien- 
tfldds*. Ce magazine est ani- 
md par des enfants qui 
ddcouvreat'ifes concepts sd- 
entifiques de base tels que le 
magndtisme ou la lusn&re, k 
travels des experiences sim- 
ples. Les adultes poorront 
etudier les symptdmes et les 
traitements de certaines mala- 
dies chroniques, telles que le 
cancer ou les maladies ner- 
veuses, grSce au magazine du 
mercredi, « destination santd*. 

Pour tous, une nouvelle 
emission sur la vie des ani- 
maux, intitulde «Splendeur 
sauvage*, sera difidsde cha- 
que jeudi. 

Ces noveautds mises k part, 
les valeurs sdres du program- 
me en frangais demeurent. 
«L’dcole des fans* qui frit un 
tabac en Jordanie depuis des 
mois grfice au talent de Jac- 
ques Martin et & la candeur 
charmante de ses jeunes in- 
vites sera diffusde tous les 
mardis, aux alentours de 
l^il5, aprds «Scientikids*. 

Grice k cette nouvelle gril- 
le, la direction des program- 
mes en frangais espftre 
accxoftre son audiance, dont 
un rdeent sondage a montrd 
qu’eUe atteignait ddji un 
score trds honorable: prds de 
11% de tdldspectateurs rdgu- 
liexs et;7% de tdldspectateurs 
occassionnels. 

A vos postes done, et bon 
divertissement! 

JMB 




Reportage et d^bat 

L’ADemagne, c’est quoi? 


A Foccasion de la reunification allemande, Finstitut 
Goethe propose le mardi 2 octobre k 18 h une projection' 
viddo composde d’un reportage sur FADemagne de part et 
d’autre de Fanden mur, et d’un ddbat sur l’ideutite 
allemande aujourd’hui. 

Les dbangements en ADemagne de Test out placd les 
thdmes de «F ADemagne* et des «AQemands» an cccnr 
d’une discusaon ouverte et tous azimuts. Que signifie 

aujourd’hui se seatir ADemand? Sur quelles valeurs com- 
munes repose le concept: d'«AUemand»? Ces deux docu- 
ments video qui se rdpondent lenient de rdpondre k ces 
questions par le biais d'une approche historico-cultureDe 
du probldme. 

Dans ce but, le xdalisateur Hannes Heer entreprend un 
voyage k travers une «patrie aHnpfiqude*. Le reg^rdde la 
cam<fra se ports sur les paysages aBemands. Du foyer 
originel de Brandenbckirg, en Prusse, naft l’esprit aBemand 
et se ddveloppent ses carctdristiques: sens du travail, sens 
de Fdcanomie, sens de l'ordxe. L*3e de Rugen, avec ses 
carri&res de craie, constitue l’un des paysages aBemands 
qui, au XDttme aide inspudrent les pein tores de Caspar 
David Friedrich et firent de l’AUemagne un foyer de 
culture. 

Autre site: La vieQle Weimar qui fat une source d’inspira- 
tion pour Goethe et SchiHer. 

L'Olympe de la culture allemande et le sommet de la 
barbarie allemande sont tout proches, comme les deux 
flancs d’une mdme montagne: on ne pent pas ne pas 
dvoquer le camp de concentration miserable de Bucben- 
wald, tout proche de Weimar en dnumdrant ces lieux de 
souvenir. 

Les Kyffhauser, les caves de Barbarossa, les peintures 
monomen tales de Werner Tflbke sur la rdvolte des 
paysans, la fordt de Thuring, Potsdam, Beriin sont les 
d tapes progressives de ce voyage qui ne se contente pas de 
montrer les foyers cultnrels mais montre aussi les centres 
dconomiques: Francfort qui, comme Leq^g, fut un haut 
lieu du commerce, ou bien encore le cceur industriel de 
FAUemagne qu'est la Ruhr. 

Le point de depart de ce voyage, c’est le Harz, dont la 
plus haute montagne dtait encore, 3 n’y a pas si Iongtemps 
en plein no-man’s land, et qui fut non seulement le site de 
la ldgende nationale allemande de Faust, mais aussi le lieu 
de naissance de l’Empire au Moyen-Age: c’est k Vogelherd 
quUenri de Saxe fut consacrd premier empereur d’AUe- 
magne. 

Des images des evdnements et des rencontres actueQes 
viennent completer le film qui offre une lecture k phsieuis 
niveaux des «valeurs sflres* de FAUemagne et des lignes 
directrices qui dmanent de sa traditioii. 

Pour condure ce documehtaize, une taUe ronde est 
proposde sur la pensde, le sentiment et Fmterdependance 
aBemands. La question «qu’est-ce qu’dtre ABemand?* sert 
de point de depart k cette discussion. L’adjectif «aBemand» 
est le concept rassembleur. Il n’y eat pas en ADemagne de 
peuple fondateur comme les Francs en France ou les 
Anglais en Angleterre, mais un conglomdrat de peuplades 
voisines sdpardes les unes des autres. L’adjedif «ABe- 
mand* dvoque done h la fois une somme et la tentative d’en 
faire un ensemble, une unite et d’en ddfinir les contours 
gdographiques et culturels. 

Un des participants k ce ddbat est un Frangais, re- 
prdsentant de la compagnie Volkswagen k Paris. Son point 
de vue est, curieusement, le phis pan-europden de tous. 


fiiiily, Deuadme symposium sur la pountion de Fenvuonnement 
sous le patronage de la reine Noor et en cooperation avec 
FUniversite de Jordanie et la Fonda tion Friedrich Hebert. Prindpanx 
thdznes: Timpact de Fmdustrialisatxm sur la qualhd de Fean; la 
sur exploitation des nappes phrdatiqaes; la pollution agricole; et la 
gestion dconomique et adiniinstrative de la quality de Fean. 
Wwtrm Se Jnnl Mi i, te dh— dw 3> MfUmbn WO, 6e9kk 13h30 1 * de 
15U9 k ltk. 

Sauver le tourisme 

La crise du Gotfe a portd un coup dur k la saison touristique 
dans le pays. D4s la nri-sepCembre et jusqn’4 la nd-mai, des 
centaines die miTH ers de touriste s viennent habitocUement chez 
nous, attin£s par Pdtra, Jerash, Aqaba et d*astres Beux touristi- 
ques et htstoriques. Or, cette aunde, la saison s’annonoc trts mai_ 
Au heu de voir des gxoupes afflner par ceotames, comme ce fut le 
cas dans les anodes prdeddentes, on en voh-k peine quelqties 
dizaines. 

De oombreuses reservations dans les hotels ont dtd axmuldes. 
Les espoirs d’augmenter les recettes da tourisme en 1990 ont dt£ 
ddgus. Cest ce qui restart des propos de MM. Ni&zi Cha*ban. 
(firecteur du tourisme h Pdtra, et Nasri Attalah, secretaire gdndral 
du munstdre du Tourisme. Ce demier a estimd les penes k 240 
mSBons de doOars et M. Cha*ban estime les pertes du tourisme k 
F6tra k 3 millions de dollars. L’annde dernidre, 12 nuDions de 
dollars etaient rentrds A ce titre. D ajoute que he pro jets de 
construction de nouveanx bdtels ont dtd s toppds. Les chamlnres 
des bdtels esdstants ne sont occ u p dc s qu’A 15% dm capacftds. 
Ajontons A oela le didniage et les pertes poor une bonne partie de 
la population de la rdgkm, dont le tourisme est 1’unique ressounx. 

H est vrari que le tourisme jordanien est trds sensible A la 
conjoncture pohtiqoe dans la rt^on. Mais la crise actudle n’est 
pas la seule raison du recul de ce secteur. La presshm ex e re d e sur 
la Jordanie par certains pays et la campagne anti-jordameane 
dans cert a i n s mdtfias e mopd eus et a m d o c ain s y est aussi pour 
beauconp. Des deformations, des measonges sont d if f use s afiu de 
faire pear rax touristes dtrangers. Du genre: 3 y a une crise 
d’approvis*onnement en Jordanie; on y tndte mal les E u ropd ens ; 
les Amdricai&s «risquent leur vie*! Ou bien encore: ks rdfugids 
venant du Emit out rdpandu le vandahsme dans le pays. l < s 
tnaladies telles qne le ctoKra sont en train de ravager la Jordanie. 

Toute persoane qui vit en Jordanie ou qui y sdjouraait 
rdeemment sait trds tnen qn’3 n’y a rien de tout cela . 

Des efforts doivent tee bits par les antorrtds et par les choycns 
jordamens pour disriper les dffets de ces measonges. Chaqne 
titoyen jordanien et cfaaque ami de la Jordanie peat dcrirc une 
petite lettre A ses asns A rdtranger pour rdtabtir la vrae image de 
la situatiaa dans le jpays. Le ministere du Tourisme doit prendre 
des initiatives dnergiques. Car 3 est encore temps de sauver la 
xdcohe du prin t e mps prochain... et de (fire aux amateurs de la 
Jordanie: soyez les bienveuus! 

Sokfanan Swdas. 



CINEMA 


“jereriah Robert 

Redford joue dans ce film de 
Sidney Pollack le perso nnage 
legcnd irc de Jeremiah Johnson, 
vdtdran de la guerre enrile amdr- 
icame, qui a qurttd la-vie civiHs6c 
pour la vie sauvage des mon- 
tagnes. Tournd dans les fortts de 
ITJtah, 3 dvoque FOuest amdri- 
cain avant Faravde des colons. 

Vcninn sririMe. 



DIMANCHE : 

17h30 - “La pipe dc Maigret” . 
film poBcter. . 

19bQ0 - Le Journal. . . 

J9M5 - Carnet de notes. Extraits de 
amsiqiie dasakpie. -*V 

LUNDI J 

18h00 - Denver, le dernier dio 
fame. Desrin aninrf- -tj- 

18h30 . Ca c’est du cmdma. Sdne sur - 
u. dn rindma depuis l’fco- r 


M Utttlc women”. Ce film de 
David Sefrmck, tournd en 1949, 
est basd sur un roman de Louisa 
May Alcott, para en 1869. 

L'autenr y racontait sa propre 
enfance. Son ptoe, pbilo&opbe 

utopiste ami de Ralph Waldo 
Emterson et de Henry David 
Tboreao, dtait un bomme ddnnd 
de sens pratique et de reveau 
modeste, mais dote d’une vision 
optimiste de la vie. Il incomba A 
sa fille, Louisa May Alcott, de 
subvenir aux besoms de sa mire 
et de ses qnatres somrs, au mo- 
ment oh U guerre civile amdr- 
Icame faisait rage. L’adaptation 
dndmaiDgrapbique a r dussi A .re- 
ader les joes et les panes de 
cette famille qui font l’intdret dn 
roman. 

rratrr wifrtnda. In Jra« 1 nrt»*— * 
m. Vcnkn erWaak. 


qua de Chmilie Chaphn. 

19fcfl0 - Le JouraaL 

19hf5 - sportif hebdona- 7 ; 

daire. 


MARDI 


“AngeT\ FBm de Neil Jordan, 
produit par John Boorman. Un 
saxo pb o nis te fait la connaissance 
d’one jeune fionme venue asaister 
A un concert de son gro u pe dans 
mm bofte de mrit en Irlande. 
Soudain, une fusillade ddme qui 
tne le manager du g ro u pe amri 
qne la jeune fiDe qui se dirigeait 
van la setae. Pfandt que d’aider 
les deux detectives charges de 
retrouver les coupaMes, le sax- 
ophomste frit le cboix de les 
retrouver hn-rndme et de les ta- 
mmer les uns aprAs les autres. 
Centra tirtramdiff, k meraedl 3 
scpmbitt, A Uh. 


UMO - Srimtikids. Les concepts' 
B w n t if Mw* de base, m a mp u l d parii 
des enfants A Haven des exp6rieace»r- 
simples. ■ - - 

UhlO - L’dcole des fans. Des enfants t 
interpedtent le idpertoire de MkbAte v 
Totr, sons la boukstte de Jacques ^ 
Martin. 

19fa00 - Le JouraaL 
1SU5 - AujourtThni en Jordanie: 1 
magazine local rdaGsd et pr£sent£ par ^ 
Saleh MadL .a 

mercredi 


18b00 - Les d£fis de rOcdan. Sdrie 
documents ire sur les foods sous-; 
mi ir jPS - 

IfhM - Le JouraaL 

19M5 - Selection de musiqtie arabe. \ 


JEU W 


18M0 - “MnHeT wrim o* 1 : dessin BU-. 
mt. 

18bl5 - Spleudeur sauvage/ 
Docmnentaire sur la vie des ammaux. 
I9b00 - Le JouraaL 
19M5 - Reportage. 

VENDREDI 


optonte feh lT*oS de le* 

rrtromer hn-nhne et de to fli- Sy j5£ ~ 
mmer les uns aprts les autres. €Ubltg important Kt- 

Centra hrit a im i i | Uf, k BMrcndl 3 t£raire. Vetr pride d^ootre. 
■cplrnhiv , A Uh. 19h00 - Le JouraaL 

19MS - La revolutions de I’intelH- 

C3nd-club. Sdance quotkfiertne A ««*- Stae docmnentaire sur litis- ^ 
20b00. Projection suppltaientaire de bt saence. 
pour les jermes, le jeudi A ldfaOO. SAMEDI 

: ' u* ‘Vv 4 - : - 5-'" . ... 

Rh' et' imha’SiMHiti* Bwtt tie - h — La dts de Fort poyird.' 

rntnidf pn^Tu A drake aprts ■ Course trfsor qui exige des candidats r 
i mifci WfMeirm Mk nn .1 jjm a courage pbysi 0 ue et vaste culture. 

19M0- Le JouraaL 

SreJN a^arh gawhe de k JJMS. - Ayourd’hni en France. 
IUB H Magazine duturel frangais 


AHemngne. A Fheure de la reunification allemande, Finstitut 
Goethe d* Amman propose deux projections viddo prdsentant les 
d ifl d re ntes facettes (te ce pays et suivies de ddbats. Voir FOCUS. 

iMttat Goethe, k mardi 2 octobre A 20k. • 



NEW-YCWK. Six New-Yorkais sur (fix iraient s’instaHer ailleurs s'3s * p 
en avatent la possibOite et les trois quarts des habitants de la ' 
rndtropole arndncaine estuneut qu’elle est dangereuse et sale, selon ■ 
on sondage de la cfaafue de tdldvision CNN et du magazine Time. ■ 
68 % estiment que la quafitd de la vie s’est ddgradde A New- York ces 
denudres a imde s , centre seulement 7% qui pensent que les (hoses se 
■soot amdfiOTdes. 

EBOUEURS. Quelque 102.000 New-Yorkais se sont inscrits auprds 
de la munkqxdite pour paster te week-end dernier les tests 
(Tembancbe destine* A pourvotr les 2.000 postes d’dboueur de la 
ville- Ce mitier est bien pa yd: 23.000 dollars annuels pour com- \ 
mcncer et 35.00 0 dollars au bout de cinq ans, le toot poor 35 henres f 
bcbdomadaires. L’examen est simple et porte surle fon ctionne ment 
du camion et la connaissance des rfcgjes de sdcaritd, mais les chances 
des ca ndidats sont plus minces que celles des dtmfiants cheichant k 
entrer A Princeton ou Harvard, la cote dtant de cxnqaante contre un. 

DROGUE. Le trafic de drogue, en pleine explosion en Union- l 
Sowdtique, rapporte environ 15 milliards de roubles (24 milliards de 
dollars an corns offidel) par an et menace la soridtd sovidtique d’un 
•Tcnernobyl social* selon - le quotkfien Soviets kaia Rossia. Ce 
journal amsovateur mdiqne que 4.000 personnes ont dtd arrdtdes 
I*® dera^A Moscou par la police, et 719 condamndes pour trafic de 
drogue. D affinne dgalement qu’fl y a prts de 900.000 droguds dans la 
capitate, sur 9 millions (Thabitants. 
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Probttme n. 30. 


FroUAme N. 30. 
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Gulf crisis, Soviet 
changes hurt Cuba 


HAVANA (R) — President 
Fidel Castro has said the Gulf 
crisis and changes in the Soviet 
Union were burring Cuba and he 
appealed for a new sacrifices to 
save the island nation's commun- 
ist system from economic col- 
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“It is impossible to fore s e e 
what the situation will be in 1991... 
we might have to work with less 
and less and even with zero,” foe 
grey-bearded, 64-year-old leader 
said in a three-hour speech to 

driefe of neighbourhood block 

committees Friday night 

The speech marked the 30th 
anniversary of foe Committees 
for the Defence of foe Revolu- 
tion, setup by Castro a year after 
be led foe 1959 revolution that 
toppled right-wing dictator 
Ffelgencxo Batista. 

Castro also cited growing disrup- 
tions in oil and other raw materials 
exported to Cuba from the Soviet 
Union, and Soviet plans to trade 
in convertible currency at world 
market prices from 1991 on- 
wards. 

This, coupled with soaring oil 
prices caused by the Gulf crisis, 
put a heavy squeeze on Cuba’s 
sugar-exporting, oil-importing 
economy. 

“Just work out what these two 


factors mean for Cuba,” Castro 

said. 

For Cuba to condone buying 
cadi year foe 13 million to p of 
oil it imported from foe Soviet 
Union, he said, it would have to* 
produce 26 million tonnes of 
pvgar — an impossible figure tha t 
is more than three times its aver- 
age annual harvest. 

Castro said it was almost inevit- 
able that Cuba would have to 
adopt an emergency austerity 
plan, known in official govern- 
ment jargon as u a special period 
m time of peace.” 

The authorities are already 
drastically restricting fuel dis- 
tribution and extending rationing 
of food, dothes and other goods 
because of delays in Soviet ship- 
ments. 

"The current limitations may 
become much more serious,” 
Castro said. 

“So what are we going to do?. 
Give up the revolution, socialism, 
our independence? Never. 

“We have to save our country, 
save the revolution, save social- 
ism. That is our task.” 

He said foe uncertainty sur- 
rounding Cuba’s future economic 
relations with the Soviet Union 
had raised doubts about the fate 
of major economic projects being 



Fidel Castro 

built in south central Caba. Con- 
struction of two of the plant’s 
four planned reactors was under 
way but had been delayed. 

“Will they ever be ready?” 
Castro asked. “We don’t even 
know that.” 

Uncertainty also surrounded 
two nickel plants being developed 
with Soviet and East European 
help and a major oil refinery 
whose start-up had already been 
suspended because of the fuel 
crisis. 

Castro said the Soviet govern- 
ment was making a big effort to 
comply with its economic com- 
mitments to Cuba this year de- 
spite its own economic, political 
and soda! crisis. 


Gulf war doomsday scenario 
haunts economy policymakers 


By Rich MOkr 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Economic 
policymakers put a brave face on 
their ability to ride out the Gulf 
crisis at this week’s annual meet- 
ing of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and World Bank, but 
beneath all the rhetoric lay an 
unspoken fear — what if war 
breaks out? 

Just the spectre that this might 
happen sent oO prices skyrocket- 
ing to 10-year highs this week, a 
scenario barely envisioned in the 
carefully crafted economic fore- 
casts of foe IMF and the World 
Bank. 

Both groups see the world eco- 
nomy weathering the oil shock 
without sufering a recession, but 
admit all bets are off if foe 
stalemate in the Middle East 
turns into a shooting war. 

“Provided the situation does 
not deteriorate sharply from foe 
current projections, our best esti- 
mate is that the problems will 
remain manageable,” IMF Man- 
aging Director Michel Camdessus 
told foe annual meeting. 

However, the World Bank has 
put together an economic dooms- 
day scenario that shows oil prices 


soaring to $65 if war breaks out. 

That would be more than three 
times the price before Iraq’s Aug. 
2 invasion of Kuwait and would 
be sure to trigger a global reces- 
sion and an inflationary spiral. 

Is the dry words of the World 
Bank report, that outcome would 
be “qualitatively different” from 
that hoped for now. 

“If... war breaks out in the 
Middle East, Iraqi, Kuwaiti and 
Saudi oil fields could suffer long- 
lasting damage, effectively re- 
moving up to 10 million barrels of 
oil per dav from foe world mar- 
ket.” foe World Bank said. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein raised the spectre of just such 
an occurrence earlier this week 
when be threatened to blow op 
oil fields in the Gulf, if his coun- 
try is strangled by the sanctions. 

“I don’t know if the market is 
rational at this point. It's moving 
on emotion,” said Steve Platt of 
Dean Winer Reynolds. • 

That sudden rise raised the 
possibility rhat even the bank’s 
forecast of $65 oil could prove too 
conservative in the event of hosti- 
lities. 

The twin oil shocks of the 1970s 
— which saw oil prices first quad- 
ruple, then treble on top of that 


— unleashed an economic night- 
mare chat still haunts rich and 
poor countries alike. 

The developing world is sad- 
dled with S1.2 trillion of debt run 
up in foe 1970s as commercial 
banks went on a lending spree 
with the petro-doliars they 
gathered from suddenly rich 
Arab sheikhs. 

And industrial countries, espe- 
cialy the United States, have still 
not f ully tamed the inflationary 
pressures that first reared up in 
that decade. 

But officials here are quick to 
point out that some things have 
changed for foe better since then. 

The industrial world is more 
energy efficient and has set 
large stockpiles for just such an 
eventuality. 

President George Bush said 
Wednesday he would crack open 
America’s emergency reserves, 
selling five million barrels of oil in 
a bid to contain foe skyrocketing 
prices. 

In one sense, that decision 
could be taken a sign tha t Bush, 
believes foe diplomatic and eco- 
nomic drive to get Iraq out of 
Kuwait will work and war will not 
be necessary. 


U.S. budget negotiators 
race for an agreement 

WASHINGTON (R) — Racing security was indeed on foe nego- 
tn a Sunday midnight deadline to tiating table, 
start shutting' down some govern- “What you’re seeing thrown up 
ment services. White House and as options is a delay in foe be- 
congressional negotiators are nefits, COLA (cost of living allo- 
sweating over a deficit-cutting wance) delay of three or four 
plan that might even include poli- months, whatever that might be, 
tically explosive trims in social or an alternative of taxing the 
security pension benefits. income of those that have more 

Some bargainers were optimis- income on social security be- 
tic they would meet foe Oct 1 nefits,” Bentsen said, 
fiscal year 1991 deadline, “And those two options — and 

although they were also worried they’re very painful, politically 
about getting congress to approve explosive options — are on the 
a pact that might be too unpopu- table. And they’ve been discussed 
lar with voters. by each side,” be added. 

Bush’s envoys — White House Later, House of Representa- 


Bally luxury shoes put best foot 
forward to keep market place 


Chief of Staff John Summit, 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady and Budget Director 
Richard Darin an — were meeting 


tives Republican Leader Bob 
Michel of Illinois, one of foe 
budget negotiators, said rank- 
and-file Republicans favoured foe 


late Friday with five congress! a&^hptipii Qf . freezing- costof-lndng 
al leaden to work out foe volun- 'adjustments on social security for 
tary deficit-reduction package in three or four months. 


a bid to avoid choatic cuts in 
government services. 

Under foe Gennan-Rudman 
deficit-redaction law, automatic 
govement spending cuts of about 
$100 billion wtQ begin Monday 
morning and result in lay-offs of 
thousands of federal workers — 
from air- traffic controllers to 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) agents. 

Besides apparent White House 
willingness to soften somewhat 
Bash's demand for a capital gains 
(ax-cut as part of tire package, 
one measure of the heat foe 
negotiators felt was the disclosure 
they were discussing possible 
trims in social security to help 
bring deficits down. 

Normally, foe social security 
old-age and welfare benefits 
programme is politically sacro- 
sanct, especially in an election 
year like this one. 

But Senator Lloyd Bentsen, 
Democrat of Texas, said in a 
television interview that social 


But foe Democrats favoured 
increasing foe top income subject 
to foe social security tax, Michel 
said, adding that from the Repub- 
lican viewpoint “a tax increase is 
tougher.” 

As the bargainers haggled over 
such issues as social security and 
what tf any form of capital gains 
reduction Bush might get, some 
of them seemed to be putting out 
feelers on selling whatever agree- 
ment might be found. 

House Democratic Majority 
leader Richard Gephart of Mis- 
souri indicated on Friday that 
there would be much in foe pack- 
age that members of Congress 
and their constituents would dis- 
like. 

‘Tf we get a package I would 
hope people would look at the 
positive side of getting it done 
and having deficit reduction,” he 
said. “If all of us just focus on foe 
individual negative features we're 
going to miss the forest for the 
trees.” 


By Samantha McArthur 

Reuter 

ZURICH — Luxury shoemak- 
er Bally of Switzerland, set up 
140 years ago by a braces 
manufacturer because he 
didn't know his wife’s shoe 
size, is battling to hold its 
market position in a fiercely 
competitive fashion world. 

Among its diversified pro- 
ducts are shower gel and cuff- 
links as part of efforts to attract 
a younger following. 

Last year. Bally Internation- 
al Limited sold more than eight 
million pairs of shoes generat- 
ing group sales of 1.25 billion 
Swiss francs ($960 million). 

BaDy has. 500., 
, outlets .^orUJvode^zypJ is a 
' leading men's shoemaker but it 
faces stiff competition from 
Italian designers in the over- 


crowded ladies footwear categ- 
ory. and has realised it must 
change with the times. 

Although Bally’s tradition- 
steeped image Iras served it 
well, it has also proved an 
albatross around foe manage- 
ment’s neck. 

“When funeral bells rang, 
we used to say ‘there goes 
another Bally customer*. Old 
people died and we weren’t 
building new clientele,” said 
spokesman Lothar Landau. 
“We’ve had to realise that 
shoes are a fickle fashion in- 
dustry." 

The group has recently 
brought out a range of less 
.mor?_eypcrimentaJ 
.ni* i aimed. at ^youggsT, con- 
sumers and produces accessor- 
ies from cuff-links to shower 
gel. 


This autumn's Bally adver- 
tisements picture glamorous 
models striking off-beat poses. 
One has a girt with stiletto 
heels pressed like headphones 
to her ears. 

Management style too bas 
moved away from the clannish- 
ness which characterised it 
even during foe early 1980s, 
Landau says, and communica- 
tion has become Bally's buzz 
word. Staff are urged to “love 
the product through foe spread 
of shoe culture.” 

Bally came about some 140 
years ago when a braces maker 
called Carl Franz Bally prom- 
ised his wife he would bring 
_ her a pair of shoes from Paris. 

But hie forgot to ask her shoe 
size before he left and was 
forced to return to Switzerland 
with a dozen pairs of varying 


sizes so that one pair at least 
would fit. 

During the long journey 
home Bally pondered bow he 
could turn what was then a 
luxury item into a commodity. 
With the creation of a tiny shoe 
factory in his own cellar where 
his apprentices ate, slept and 
worked. Bally shoes began. 

Simple shoes, folk 

Carl Bally’s idea was to 
make simple shoes for simple 
folk, but today. Bally shops 
grace foe most fashionable city 
centres. 

Inside Bally’s 19th century 
store on Zurich's opolant Bah- 
nhofstrasse, ladies perch on 
leather sofas while discreet 
assistants help them to a vast 
array of luxury shoes. 


SMALL DOG FOR SALE 

Silver Poodle, 4 months old. 

Please call 833203 


: CAR FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE 

Customs Duty Unpaid 

Daewoo. Royal salon. 2000 cc. 1988 model. 59,000 kilometre, 
with air condition, electric glass and mirror, stereo, centre lock, 
price JD 11.000. 

Can be exchanged for a Mercedes with custom es duty unpaid. 

Call tel: 847255 


Volvo 240 GL 1986 

Excellent condition, automatic, power steering, A/C, elec- 
trical windows, central lock, radio. 

DUTY UNPAID, price JD 4.500 (not negotiable) 

Tel: 680965 


M r 




Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 





FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

5th Circle area, one bedroom apartment/suite, 
fully furnished with telephone, private parking 
balcony. 

For viewing call 816217 8:00 a.m. - 1:30 and 
3:30 - 7 p.m. 


AMMAN 

BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 

requires as soon as possible 
a teacher of Physics and General Science 
(full-time or part-time) 

Teaching includes physics for IGCSE and International Bacca- 
laureate Courses (equivalent to GCE "O' 1 and ’‘A" level). 

Application forma may be obtained from the school, 
telephone 845572 - 847191 and returned by Tuesday 
Oct. 2, 1990. 


LICENCE TO KILL 


Fc ri bn m nceK 3 JO, 6:30, &30 p.«n. 


''Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420' 


Dured Lahhavn 
Madeline Tabar 

1 -KAFROUN 

3:30,6:45,8:45 ,10:45 P.M-1 

2- MONEY MANIA 

5:15, p.m. 


Cinema 


NEJOIIM 


Fuad Al Muhandes, 
Mohammad Subhl, 
Ilham Shahln 
In 


SITUATION 

(Arabic) 

P KrtMww nca: 1230, 330, fr-30, 

Friday ft Sunday cm* sbo* a H JO njtL 





'Cinema Tel: 634144' 

PHILADELPHIA 


Mahmoud Abdul Aziz & 
Maali Zayed — 
in 

LADIES AND 
MADEMOISELLES 

(Arabic) 

PafoaoMaodi 3 JO. 6:15. 8:30 IQ-30 pjn. 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


Mahmoud Abdul Aziz - 
Maall Zayed 
In 

LADIES AND 
MADEMOISE- 
LLES 

Pofonmno* BA** 



ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 

MINISTRY OF WATER AND IRRIGATION/ 
WATER AUTHORITY 
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 
TENDER NO. 18/90/SP 
SUPPLY OF BLACK STEEL PIPES 

1. The Water Authority of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan has received a loan from the World Bank in 
various currencies towards the cost of the Water and 
Sewerage Project and it is intended that part of the 
proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible 
payments under the contracts for the purchase of 30 
km 8" and 12 km 12" Black Steel Pipes. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from 
eligible bidders for the supply of Black Steel Pipes. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further informa- 
tion from and inspect the documents at the office of the 
Secretary General of the Water Authority, Shmeisani, 
P.O. Box 2412, Amman, Jordan. Telephone 680100, 
Telex 22439 JO, Fax 679143. 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purch- 
ased by an eligible bidder on submission of a written 
application to the above address and the payment of 

non-refundable fee of JD 200, 

5. All bids must be accompanied by a bid security in the 
amount(s) specified in the Conditions of Contract and 
must be delivered to the above office not later than 
1200 hours. Jordan local time, on Saturday 20/10/ 
1990. 

Eng. Mutazz Belbeiil 

Secretary General 

Water Authority 
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Energy agency chief 
says members will 
not sell oil reserves 


PARIS (R) — Western mem- 
ber nations of foe Paris-based 
International Energy Agency 
(1EA) show no signs of 
copying the United States’ test 
sale of strategic oil stocks, foe 
organisation's chairman said 
Friday. 

“We have no information 
that another country intends 
to make a test as the U.S. 
has,” said Ulrich Engelmann, 
who was speaking at a news* 
conference in Paris after the 
EEA’s third meeting since foe 
Golf crisis. 

But the West's energy 
watchdog agency called on its 
21 member countries to pre- 
pare to draw on government 
stocks in case oO supplies de- 
creased significantly. 

It also asked them to pre- 
pare to introduce curbs on 
demand for oil, wfiich could 
accompany such a stock draw. 

“The Governing board has 
recommended that each mem- 
ber country now complete pre- 
parations and take all deci- 
sions necessary... to imple- 
ment stock draw and or de- 
mand restraint.” the IEA said 
in a statement. 

it said it would convene a 
top-level meeting empowered 
to take action if world oil 
markets faced further shor- 
tages following Iraq’s invasion 
of Kuwait Aug. 2. 

No drawdown yet 

Engelmann said, however: 
“we do not consider that foe 
situation warrants governmen- 
tal stock drawdown. The tim- 
ing of such an action will be of 
the utmost importance.” 

President George Bush said 
Thursday foe United States 
would hold a test sale of five 
million barrels of its 590 
million-barrel strategic pet- 
roleum reserve. 

The sale was intended as a 


technical test of the reserve 
and was too small — equal to 
about six hours of oil demand 
in North America — to affect 
prices. 

Eight weeks after Iraq’s in- 
vasion of Kuwait, world oil 
markets remain adequately 
supplied and member coun- 
tries have experienced no 
shortfall in oil products, the 
IEA said. 

“Available government- 
owned and government- 
controlled stocks and 
government-mandated de- 
mand restraint measures 
would be sufficient to meet 
any but the most extraordin- 
ary shortfall," it said. 

But it said surplus capacity 
would be used up quickly in the 
event of a cold snap or an 
accident. This meant IEA 
countries must be prepared for 
rapid, coordinated action. 

No shortage 

As current higher oil prices 
reflect market speculation and 
not a physical shortage of oil, 
the United States is not ex- 
pected to push the IEA to take 
immediate action. 

“We don't see the urgency 
of pressing them so hard right 
now, U.S. Energy Secretary 
James Walking said Thursday. 
“Worldwide stocks right now 
are above the norm.” 

West Germnay and Japan, 
two major oil impners, have 
also said they oppose an im- 
mediate drawdown of the esti- 
mated 1.7 billion barrels of oil 
held by governments and com- 
panies. 

Oil prices have more than 
doubled since Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait, although output 
from the countries, banned 
from world markets by a U.N. 
trade embargo, has been 
largely offset by extra oil fro- 
mofoer major producers. 


HELP WANTED 

A five-in Filipina maid- wanted to start work im- 
mediately for a diplomatic "mission. Must have 
references and a good command of English. 

Please call 673246 for appointment 


IMMEDIATE JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES 


A new five-star restaurant in Amman is looking for 
captain waiters - waitresses - bar-man - cooks - 
assistant cooks - and stewards. 

* Applicants should have minimum four years 
experience and good knowledge of English 
language. 

For more details, please call at this number 
698061. 


PERSIAN CARPET 


Qum silk quality 
For details please contact tel: 

652676 Amman (Bassam) 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Excellent location in Shmeisani overlooking Wadi Saqra. Two 
bedrooms, living/dining hall, modem kitchen, two oath rooms, 
separate central heating. T.V.. Video, washing machine and 
dryer, telephone, two separate entrances, two terraces, sur- 
rounded by a garden. 

Pleas* call tel: 606947 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES' 

CO LTD 

Invitation to tender 
No. 22F/90 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender 
No. 22F/90 for the supply of (chemicals, 
glassware and lab equipment). 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman, supply depart- 
■ment until 2:00 p.m. local time, Tuesday 
23.10.1990. Application for documents 
should be accompanied by a nonrefund- 
able fee of JD 15 for each set of tender 
documents. 

The closing date for submission of tender 
is 12:00 hours local time Tuesday, Oct. 
30, 1990. 

Wasef Azar 

Managing Director 
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S. African union leader urges Dutch to Keep sanctions 

ANC leaders assail government 
at 1st conference in 



CAPETOWN (R)~ South Afri- 
ca's white government still wants 
blacks to “bow down to their 
bayonets and .jackboots," an 
African National Congress 
(ANC) leader said at a confer- 
ence in Cape Town Saturday. 

The ANC Saturday opened re- 
gional conferences in Johannes- 
burg and Cape Town, the first 
since President F.W. de Klerk 
legalised the movement after 30 
yeazs in exile. 

The last major ANC meeting in 
South Africa was a national con- 
gress in 1959, shortly before the 
movement was banned and two 
years before its leader. Nelson. 
Mandela, was jailed. 

ANC Treasurer Thomas Nko- 
bi, a member of the policy- 
making National Executive Com- 
mittee, told about 500 delegates 
to the Cape Town conference 
that De Klerk's government was 
following a two-pronged policy of 
negotiation and destabilisation. 

"They are using every vile tac- 
tic to weaken our movement. The 
vicious violence unleashed on the 
reef (Johannesburg) is aimed at 
destroying our spirit of resistance 
and defiance. They want us to 
bow down to their bayonets and 


jackboots,” he said. 

Nkobi said the black township 
violence that has claimed almost 
800 lives since mid-August was 
being fuelled by the police and 
the military. 

Reg September, leader of the 
ANC in the western Cape Pro- 
vince, said the movement should 
concentrate on recruiting mem- 
bers and organising branches. 

“We are moving from the poli- 
tics of protest to the politics of the 
challenge for power. 

“We need to channel the skill, 
the energy, the courage which 
went into challenging th regime 
on the streets into challenging 
them in the political arena," be 
said. 

In Johannesburg, Mandela's 
former cellmate and now the 
internal leader of the ANC. Wal- 
ter Sisulu, said the ANC was 
poised to lead the people into the 
last lap of the struggle for demo- 
cracy. 

“For the ANC to play a leading 
role in the struggle of the people, 
we must attract all the people of 
South Africa,” he said. 

ANC officials said a series of 
regional conference would pre- 
pare the movement for its first 


national congress since 1959 in 
Johannesburg in December. 

They said ANC leaders 
appointed from within the under- 
ground organisation would stand 
for election by members for the 
first time in December and poli- 
cies would be ironed out in de- 
bate. 

In another development, the 
leader of South Africa’s biggest 
trade union federation urged the 
Netherlands Saturday to retain 
economic sanctions against Pre- 
toria despite De Klerk’s reforms 
of apartheid. 

“It would be the gravest poli- 
tical mistake to lift sanctions and 
help De Klerk with his prob- 
lems.” Jay Naidoo. general 
secretary of the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions 
(COSATU), said in a speech to a 
Dutch trade union group in Am- 
sterdam. 

“Pressure must be maintained 
to force De Klerk to bring about 
genuine political change,” he 
said. “Internationally we need 
more political support than we've 
ever needed in the past." 

De Klerk and his Foreign 
Minister Pik Botha are due to 
travel to the Netherlands on Oct. 


23 in the first official visit by a 
South African head of state in 
more than 40 years. 

The invitation by the Dutch 
government, one of Pretoria's 
sternest European critics and a 
strong advocate of sanctions, is 
widely seen as a success for the 
reformist De Klerk in Ins bid to 
end South Africa’s decades of 
isolation. 

But Naidoo, whose organisa- 
tion represents about one million 
black workers and is closely allied 
with the African National Con- 
gress (ANC), accused De Klerk's 
government of playing a double 
game by urging further political 
reform while using the security 
forces to fan tensions among the 
black opposition. 

“It's a very dangerous game 
that the government is involved 
in.” Naidoo said. “On the one 
hand«it recognises and is desper- 
ate for a political solution. On the 
other, it wants to control the 
process so that we end up with a 
post-apartheid society with power 
still in the hands of a minority.” 

“There is incontrovertible evi- 
dence that the security forces are 
fuelling the violence in South 
Africa," Naidoo said. 


37th bomb explodes in Philippines 


MANILA (R) — A bomb ex- 
ploded Saturday outside a Manila 
complex belonging to the U.S. 
company Procter and Gamble, 
but there were no casualties, 
police said. 

The 37th blast in the Philippine 
capital in seven weeks damaged 
the pavement in front of the 
complex housing a single-storey 
drugs plant and two-storey admi- 
nistrative building of Procter and 
Gamble Philippine Manufactur- 
ing Corp, a subsidiary of the U.S. 
firm. 

The military blames the bomb- 
ings on right-wing army rebels 
seeking to overthrow President 
Corazon Aquino. 

The bomb attack was one of a 
series this week against U.S. 
companies. The military has 
blamed the attacks on army re- 
bels who have launched six coup 


attempts against Aquino since 
she took power more than four 
years ago. 

The rebels have warned they 
will not let Aquino finish her 
term which ends in 1992. 

Meanwhile Communist rebels 
warned the government of 
Aquino Saturday against forging 
a secret deal with the United 
States on extending the stay of 
American bases in the country. 

The Communist umbrella 
group National Democratic Front 
made the warning in a statement 
issued to news agencies. 

The front, comprising 14 
underground Marxist organisa- 
tions, includes the Communist 
Party of the Philippines and its 
armed wing, the 19.000-member 
New People's Array. 

"“We hope that the Aquino 
government will desist from its 


continuing attacks on the peo- 
ple’s livelihood, economic well- 
being and democratic rights, and 
from forging secret deals with the 
U.S. to end the (U.S. military) . 
bases’ tenure and justify it by so 
many deceptive formulas,'' the 
statement said. 

The front said any deals ex- 
tending the stay of U.S. forces in 
the country can “only aggravate 
the crisis, further divide the na- 
tion and close the avenue to 
peace." 

The lease allowing the United 
States to use Clark Air Base. 
Subic Bay Naval Base and four 
other installations expires on 
Sept. 16, 1991. Any extension 
would have to be in the form of a 
treaty approved by the 23- 
member Philippine Senate, 
where opposition to the U.S. 
bases is strong. 


Japan defence aide tells 
U.S. military to go home 


TOKYO (AP) — A Self Defence 
Agency official harshly criticised 
pending U.S. legislation thre- 
atening a withdrawal of U.S. 
troops from Japan if Japan does 
not bear their full cost, news 
reports said Saturday. 

“Go ahead and go home” said 
an unidentified high-ranking offi- 
cial of the Self Defence Agency, 
quoted by the nationally- 
circulated Asahi Shimbun. 

“The U.S. Congress is being 
ridiculous. We have never asked 
(the U.S. military) to stay in 
Japan.” the official said. 

The Defence Agency would 
not confirm .the official's com- 
ments. 

The U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives earlier this month 
overwhelmingly passed a bill de- 
manding the pullout of 5,000 
U.S. soldiers from Japan if it does 
not agree to pay all the expenses 
covering the 50!000 U.S. military 


personnel stationed here. The bill 
has not yet been passed by the 
Senate. 

In the current fiscal year, Japan 
is paying 365.6 billion yen (S2.7 
billion), or about 45 per cent of 
the cost of maintaining the 50.000 
U.S. forces in Japan, according to 
the Foreign Ministry. 

Japan has been steadily in- 
creasing its share of paying the 
expenses for the U.S. military in 
recent years, often in response to 
U.S. requests to bear more of the 
burden. 

Kyodo News Service said many 
officials in the Defence Agency 
oppose U.S. demands for in- 
creased spending on the bases 
because the expenditures would 
eat up other parts of Japan’s 
defence budget. 

Japan has limited its defense 
budget to about 1 per cent of the 
country’s gross national product. 


1,000 prisoners of conscience 
held in China — Asia Watch 


PEKING (AP) — A U.S. -based 
human rights group Friday issued 
a list of about 1,000 prisoners of 
conscience being held in Chinese 
jails — the most comprehensive 
accounting to date of such de- 
tainees. 

Most of the prisoners listed by 
Asia Watch, a New York-based 
human rights group, were 
arrested after the June 4, 1989. 
military crackdown on pro- 
democracy demonstrators. 

Sidney Jones, Asia Watch’s ex- 
ecutive director, said the aim of 
the report was to keep the prison- 
ers from being forgotten. 

“We are concerned that human 
rights in China as an issue is going 
to fade from public view. ... We 
want to make sure that these 
names become very much in the 
public eye," she said in a tele- 
phone interview. 

Asia Watch also hopes the re- 
port will help gain the release of 
those listed, she said. The group 
planned to try to give a copy to 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qicben, who is in New York City 
to attend the opening of the 
United Nations General Assem- 
bly. 

The Chinese government did 
not immediately respond to the 
report. It generally rejects critic- 
ism of its human rights record as 
interference in internal affairs. 

Thousands of Chinese nation- 
wide were detained or arrested 
immediately after last year's mas- 
sive, student-led democracy 


movement was put down. The 
Asia Watch report lists the names 
and backgrounds of the 867 pris- 
oners whose cases are known, 
and enumerates about 200 other 
arrests as well as executions re- 
ported by the official Chinese 
media without giving names. 

Only 226 of the 1 .000 prisoners 
listed in the report have been 
tried. Sixty- seven were sentenced 
to death or executed. 

Called “Repression in China 
Since June 4 1989," the report is 
far more comprehensive than 
those issued previously by Asia 
Watch and other international 
human rights groups. 

It includes people from every 
segment of society — students, 
intellectuals, peasants, workers, 
and government officials — from 
all 29 of China's provinces and 
regions. 

“The focus has been on Peking 
when people think about (the 
crackdown), but it's been wide- 
spread throughout China,” Jones 
said. 

The government has 
announced the release of 881 
people in Peking and Shanghai 
over the past year, but has re- 
fused to say how many remain in 
jail nationwide for political 
offenses. 

Among those named in the 
report are such well-known fi- 
gures as Liu Xiaobo. a literary 
critic who was on a fellowship at 
Columbia University when the 
Democracy Movement began 


Bhutto 
to appear 
before 
tribunal 

KARACHI, Pakistan (AP) — 
Ousted Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto said Saturday she will 
appear before a tribunal on 
charges of misconduct and abuse 
of power during her 20 months in 
office. 

“I don't recognise the tribun- 
als,” Ms. Bhutto said after a 
speech before the Karachi Cham- 
ber of Commerce. “But I will go 
there and my lawyer will present 
my objections." 

The special one-judge court is 
to hear the case Sunday in 
Karachi. 

The 37-year-old former pre- 
mier was also expected to appear 
before another tribunal in the 
eastern city of Lahore Tuesday 
on two similar charges. 

If she’s convicted of any of the 
four charges, she could be dis- 
qualified as a candidate in the 
Oct. 24 elections and barred from 
politics for seven years. 

Ms. Bhutto’s husband, Asif Ali 
Zardari, has also been summoned 
before the Sindh High Court Sun- 
day for allegedly failing to 
cooperate in police investigations 
into high-level corruption. 

Zardari. a 38-year-old 
businessman blamed for much of 
Ms. Bhutto’s problems, allegedly 
ignored several official requests 
to answer questions by the Feder- 
al Investigation Agency. 

Ms. Bhutto was elected to 
office in Novennber 1988. 

President Ghulam Ishaq Khan, 
using his constitutional power, 
dismissed Ms. Bhutto’s govern- 
ment on Aug. 6 and installed a 
caretaker government comprised 
largely of her opponents and for- 
mer allies. 

In a stinging and lengthy indict- 
ment, Ishaq Khan accused Ms. 
Bhutto’s government of corrup- 
tion, incompetence and abuse of 
power, alleging among other 
things that it plundered the 
national treasury, used hundreds 
of millions of rupees (tens of 
millions of dollars) in special 
funds to buy votes and political 
favours and awarded lucrative 
business deals to friends and rela- 
tives. 

Ms. Bhutto has denied any 
wrongdoing and accused the pres- 
ident and the caretaker govern- 
ment of launching a witch hunt 
against her, her government and 
her left-learning Pakistan Peo- 
ple’s Party. 


Thatcher 
remains 
on IRA 
hit list 

LONDON (R) — The Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA), which has 
carried out a series of recent 
attacks in its bid to end British 
rule in Northern Ireland, has 
warned that Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher could be one of its 
next targets. 

In an interview in Saturday's 
issue of the Independent news- 
paper, an IRA military strategist 
said a number of fresh attacks 
was planned. 

“We will increasingly bring the 
war to the attention of the British 
public, and to the doorsteps of 
those (politicians) who sustain 
the conflict,” the unnamed offi- 
cial said. 


Thatcher has said she will not 
be intimidated by IRA threats 
and has vowed never to give in to 
its demands. 

The IRA official said that 
Thatcher, who narrowly escaped 
death when the ERA bombed a 
Conservative Party conference 
six years ago in the resort town of 
Brighton, was still a top target 
and would remain in the firing 
line after leaving office. 

“She was almost killed and I 
think that our words after Bright- 
on still haunt hen “Today we 
were unlucky. But remember, we 
only have to be lucky once. You 
will have to be lucky always," he 
said. 

“At her age you should be 
looking forward to retirement... 
it’ll be very hard to enjoy your 
| retirement with a permanent 
I bodyguard.” 

| The ERA boasted Friday that h 
j could strike "at will" after man- 
• aging to plant a bomb at a Loc- 
; don anti-terrorism conference 
! which had been patrolled by 
I police and a private security 
I firm. 

I The bomb, timed to go off 
Thursday morning during a sche- 
duled address by Foreign Office 
Minister William Waldegrave, 
was spotted by staff at the build- 
ing and defused by police shortly 
j before the conference was to 
j begin. 

Waldegrave had postponed his 
( speech at the last minute and 
j would have escaped the blast, but 
j the IRA’s apparent ease in emer- 
■ ing tbe building has renewed a 
! debate about Britain's security 
| against guerrilla attacks. 


Polish 
Senate 
clears way 
for free 
elections 

WARSAW (R) — The Polish 
Senate cleared a way Saturday for 
the nation's first popular pres- 
idential election that could make 
Solidarity union leader Lech 
Walesa head of state. 

Walesa, who has spearheaded 
a drive for ex-Communist Presi- 
dent Wojdech Jaruzdski’s depar- 
ture, has announced that he will 
stand for the presidency in an 
election that could be held as 
early as Nov. 25. 

The Polish News Agency. PAP 
said the Senate, parliament’s up- 
per chamber, approved without 
reservation a legislative package 
passed by the Sejm (lower house) 
this week and submitted it to 
Jaruzelski for his signature. 

The legislative procedure will 
be completed when Sejm Marshal 
(speaker) Mikola j Kozakiewicz 
announces tbe poll, a move ex- 
pected Monday, parliamentary 

sources said. 

The Sejm voted overwhelming 
Thursday to create a five-year 
presidential term, limited to a 
single re-election, and to have the 
head of state elected for the first 
time by universal suffrage. 

Earlier the Sejm had cut short 
the six-year term of Jaruzelski 
who was narrowly elected by the 
National Assembly (joint session 
of Sejm and Senate) in July 1989 
but in recent months came under 
mounting pressure to resign. 


Pakistan, India clash 
over Kashmir at U.N. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Pakistan and India dashed fierce- 
ly over Kashmir at tbe United 
Nations, with Pakistan alleging 
atrocities in the Indian-held state, 
and India accusing Islamabad of 
interference. 

Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Sahabzada Yaqub-Khan opened 

the attack, telling the General 
Assembly that almost 300,000 In- 
dian troops were seeking to crush 
what he called the spontaneous 
uprising of the Kashmiri people. 

“Thousands of innocent peo- 
ple, including women and chil- 
dren, have been murdered, in- 
jured and incarcerated. Houses 
have been burnt down; women 
have been molested...,” he said. 

But Indian Foreign Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujral. speak- 
ing later, accused Pakistan of 
sponsoring terrorism in the strife- 
tom northern region, 'where Mus- 
lim insurgents are fighting for 


independence from Hindu- 
dominated India. 

This had resulted in “extensive 
misery and loss of human lives,” 
he said. 

Yaqub-Khan described the In- 
dian charges of interference as 
baseless and unfounded and said 
the unrest in Kashmir was entire- 
ly indigenous. 

“India has, however, sought to 
raise the bogey of alleged in- 
terference by Pakistan as . a 
smoke-screen to mislead the in- 
ternational community/’ Yaqub- 
Khan said. 

He said India had sought to 
intimidate Pakistan with a menac- 
ing concentration of troops in 
Kashmir along the India-Pakistan 
border. 

Pakistan has proposed that a 
neutral body monitor the events 
in Kashmir, but Yaqub-Khan 
said: “India has regrettably re- 
jected our offer." « 


Albania wants to abandon 
isolation in Europe — Alia 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
President Ramiz Alia, the first 
Albanian head of state to address 
the U.N. General Assembly in 
decades, says his long-isolated 
Communist nation now wants to 
be “an active participant” in 
reshaping Europe. 

In his dearest public commit- 
ment to reform. Alia told the 
United Nations Friday that Alba- 
nia will seek full membership of 
the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation (CSCE). 


Albania was tbe only European 
nation not to join the 35-nation 
CSCE process that began when 
the Helsinki final act was signed 
by European states, tbe Soviet 
Union, United States and Canada, 
in 1975. 

Since the death of Albania's 
Co mmunist founder Enver Hox- 
ha in 1985, Alia has gradually, 
brought the isolated Balkan na- 
tion that ' borders the Adriatic 
more into contact with the inter- 
national community. 


Nigerians parade military might; 
artillery fire jeopardises peace 


MONROVIA, Liberia (AP) — 
Nigerian troops paraded tanks in 
a show of force through Monro- 
via Friday as the sounds of gun- 
fire indicated a weeklongcaese- 
fire was in danger of collapse in 
the Liberian capital . 

Meanwhile, a Nigerian freigh- 
ter carrying 150 tons of rice, 
canned food and cooking oil was 
unloaded- in - port — thfe first 
major food shipment since July to 
reach a capital where even the 
most basic of foodstuffs are in 
scarce supply. 

About 1,100 West African 
troops arrived in Monrovia this 
week with a new field comman- 
der, Nigeria's Brig. Gen. Joshua 
Dogonyaro. 

Gen. Dogonyaro toured the 
city iu a long motorcade that 
included Mohawk tanks and 
armoured personnel carriers He 
also met at the U.S. embassy with 
Ambassador Peter de Vos. and 
called on the British Charge d' Af- 


faires, Steven Seaman. 

Rebel leader Charles Taylor 
had vowed to attack the five- 
nation West African Task Force 
if it sent reinforcements. 

Military experts and diplomats 
said cannon fire heard in the 
morning appeared to come from 
Taylor's rebels. It wasn't known 
who, if anyone, the guns were 
levelled Upon. " 

Taylor, who has declared him- 
self provisional president of 
Liberia, announced a unilateral 
truce Saturday that has been re- 
spected by die opposing rebel 
army of Prince Johnson and by 
troops remaining loyal to slain 
President Samuel Doe. 

Taylor wants to organise elec- 
tions Oct. 10 to choose a cabinet 
to lead the country — but insists 
that he must bead any govern- 
ment. Taylor began the 9-month- 
old civil war when he invaded 
from Ivory Coast in December. 

Doe was tortured and slain by 


Prince Johnson’s rebels this 
month. 

Taylor's right to the presidency 
is challenged by Prince Johnson 
and by political science Professor 
Amos Sawyer. Sawyer was 
chosen interim president at a 
meeting of Liberian exiles on 
Aug. 30 held under the auspices 
of die Economic Community of 
West African States. - 

Under the West African plan. 
Sawyer would return to organise 
elections in which he would not 
be allowed to be a candidate. 
Taylor has refused to let Sawyer 
return, saying he is a puppet of 
the West Africans. 

Sawyer arrived in Sierra Lcoue 
Friday and said he would return 
to Monrovia when it was safe to 
do so. 

Taylor's force has been esti- 
mated at as many as 15,000 
troops, but most are untrained 
teenagers. 



Serbia prepares for elections 
as violence continues in Croatia 


BELGRADE (R) — Serbia, 
Yugoslavia's biggest republic, 
Saturday launched preparations 
for its first free multi-party elec- 
tions since World War II. 

Its parliament Friday proc- 
laimed a new constitution paving 
the war for the elections, to be 
held on Dec. 9. and curbing tbe 
autonomy of the republic’s two 
provinces, Vojvodina and 
Kosovo. 

Fresh flurries of violence swept 
Croatia, the second biggest re- 
public and Serbia's traditional 
rival. Members of the Serbian 
minority clashed with Croatian 
policemen in the towns of Petrin- 
ja, Glina and Dvor Na Uni. 
Tan jug news agency reported. 

It said Serbian demonstrators 
broke into a police station in 
Dvor Na Uni Friday night and 
seized firearms. 

Belgrade television showed 
special police in riot gear using 
tear gas and truncheons against 


some 1,000 protesters in Petrinja. 
Belgrade newspapers said scores 
of people had been beaten and 
many suffered head injuries. 

Serbs number about 600,000 of 
Croatia's 4.5 million population. 

The new constitution in Serbia 
was likely to be opposed by the 
ethnic Albanian majority in 
Kosovo province. Serbia sus- 
pended Kosovo’s parliament and 
government in July after Alba- 
nian deputies declared independ- 
ence. 

More than 50 people have been 
killed in Kosovo since March 
1989 in riots by Albanians, who 
outnumber Serbs there by nine to 
one. 

Serbia has blamed the trouble 
on separatists who it says want to 
annex the province to neighbour- 
ing Albania. 

Opposition activist Isuf Berisa 
told reporters, the new constitu- 
tion was “imposed by force and 
therefore is not a legal constitu- 


tion representative of all people 
in Kosovo.” 

Serbian Parliament President 
Zoran Sokolovic said the con- 
stitution would guarantee equal 
rights to all citizens regardless of 
nationality, religion or political 
belief. 

He said it would also guarantee 
the integrity of Serbian territory 
and a free, democratic society. 

Communists were cfasted from 
power in free elections in Croatia 
and Slovenia last spring, and the 
remainin g four republics will hold 
free elections by the end of this 
year. 

Amid growing ethnic tensions 
and political quarrels, the Yugos- 
lav state presidency has proposed 
a referendum on the country’s 
future, possibly this year. 

Secessionist moves by the new 
right-wing Croatian leadership 
have sparked fears among Serbs 
who recall its role as a Nazi 
puppet state in World War II. 


Summit for children opens with gala dinner 


UNITED NATIONS -(R) — 
From Albania to Zimbabwe, ab- 
out 70 world leaders came to the 
United Nations Saturday for a 
gala dinner to inaugurate a uni- 
que summit for children. 

Sponsored by the U.N. Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF), the 
event is designed to focus media 
attention on longs, presidents and 
prime ministers in a position to 
improve the lot of children. 

“There can be no task nobler 
than giving every child a better 
future.” says the draft of a dec- 
laration to be signed by tbe lead- 
ers at tbe end of their meeting 
Sunday. 

But the draft also reflects tbe 
universality of adults’ mistreat- 
ment of children in bonded 
labour, prostitution and aban- 
donment. as well as the poverty 
affecting billions of people of all 
ages around tbe world. 

And despite strong laguage in 


the draft supporting the family as 
an institution, the declaration 
also seeks to protect children 
from abusive parents and by im- 
plication makes the state and the 
community at large responsible 
for their welfare. 

U.S. President George Bush is 
attending, along with politicians 
as diverse in their views as Alba- 
nia's Ramiz Alia. Czechoslova- 
kia's Vaclav Havel, Uganda's 
Yoweri Museveni and Argenti- 
na's Carlos Menem, to name just 
a few. 

Missing formthe conference will 
be the children themselves, 
although a group will make a 
symbolic appearance to read the 
declaration at the dosing cere- 
monies. 

Tbe only women leaders are 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. Nicaraguan President 
Violeia Chamorro and Dominica 


Prime Minister Eugenia Charles. 

Geography and problems at 
home are reflected in the guest 
list, limited to head of govern- 
ment or heads of state. 

Only two are from the Middle 
East — tbe Emir of Kuwait and 
the Prime Minister of Lebanon. 
Some 20 come from the Amer- 
icas, 23 from Europe, 17 from 
Africa and eight from Asia. 

Among specific goals the draft 
asks the world to meet within a 
decade are a drastic reduction of 
child and maternal mortality 
rates, malnutrition and adult illi- 
teracy rates, particularly among 
women. 

In addition, the leaders are to 
pledge themselves to provide an 
education for at least SO per cent 
of all school-aged drildreu in die 
world by the year 2000. 

Non country is singled out by 
name but there is an obvious 


reference to South Africa’s discri- 
minatory racial practices and 
Middle East tensions, in a refer- 
ence to the “plight of millions of 
children who live under esp eciall y 
difficult circumstances as victims 
of apartheid and foreign occupa- 
tion.” 

Bush is to announce a prog- 
ramme to eliminate polio, 
measles and other childhood dis- 
eases as well as efforts to help 
children suffering from AIDS, 
the new scourge that threatens to 

wipe out decades of medical adv- 
ances. 

Several European leaders have 
said they wiD use their Sunday 
speeches to stress the importance 
of family planning as a necessary 
goal to improving conditions for 
the great majority of children. 

Most unusual for any U.N. 
gathering will be the length of 
their speeches — limited to four 
or five minutes. 


'Brain dead' man not 
dead after all | 

WINSTON-SALEM, Noirfk 
Carolina (AP) — Doctors abc$t 
to remove the organs of a min 
they thought had been killed in a 
traffic accident knew something 
was wrong when bis foot twitch- 
ed. Curt Coleman Clark 
really dead. Clark, 22, was 
nounced brain dead after he 
fcred severe head injuries m a car 
crash near Granite Falls in central. 
North CfT" 1 " 19 After his family 
agreed to donate his organs, be 
was placed on a respirator and 
taken by ambulance from Frye 
Regional Medical Centre in Hick- 
ory to Baptist Hospital in Win- 
ston-Salem, about 150 miles (2$Q 
kilometres) away. Doctors there 
noticed the man's foot move, said 
Dr. Jesse H. Meredith, a trans- 
plant surgeon at the hospital, a 
Hospital spokesman Roger F. * 
Rollman said Clark was then 
taken to the intcnsive-care unit 
where more signs of life wqe 
detected. He was in critical cona- 
tion Friday, said nursing super- 
visor Dale Spaugh. Highway pat- 
rol officials said Clark was hurt 
when he lost control of his car on 
a curve and it flipped several 
times. Radiologists who ex- 
amined him after he arrived at 
Frye concluded he was brain 
dead, said Dennis Phillips, the 
hospital's executive director. 

Beer tycoon starts 
2nd career in jazz 

AMSTERDAM (AP) — Retired 
Dutch beer baron .. Freddy. . . 
Hcineken has launched a new 
career as a composer of easy 
listening jaa, the company that 
made Iris first compact disk said. „ 
The 67-year-old brewery tycoon j: 
wrote several of the songs on 
Dreamscape, a compact disc re- 
leased last week on the Dutch 
label Dino, according to company 
spokesman Jan Van Akooy. In an 
interview by the. International 
Herald Tribune newspaper, 
Hcineken boasted: “I fool around 
grith drams, and . I have inborn 
syncopation.” Hcineken, who 
controlled a S3. 7 btflion beer 
empire until Iris retirement last 
year, invested $125,000 to' pro- 
duce Dreamscape. Van Akooy 
described Heineken’s recording 
debut as “Frank Sinatra-style 
music, land of middle of the road* 
— not real jazz, but in the jazz 
comer." Heineken said in the 
newspaper interview that it took 
him eight years to finish the 
recording, for which the lyrics * 
were written by collaborators. V 

110 rhino horns - 
worths 2.7m 
confiscated 


JOHANNESBURG. South Afri- 
ca (AP) — Police have said they 
have arrested four men and con- 
fiscated 110 rhino horns worth an 
estimated S2.7 million on .the 
black market. Police called it one 
of the world's biggest hauls vf 
poached rhino horns, but did not 
offer any comparative cases. 
They said they arrested die men, 
three Taiwanese and a Chinese 
South African, in raids Monday 
on two homes in Johannesburg. 
Authorities said they believed the 
boras came from rhinos in coun- 
tries neighbouring South Africa. 
South Africa has well-managed u 
wildlife programmes and the f 
poaching of rhino horns and 
elephant tusks is rare. 

Cocaine cases 
dismissed because * 
chief used drugs 

BROCKTON, . Massachusetts 
(AP) — Authorities have dismis- 
sed hundreds of drug cases saying 
they couldn't be prosecuted be- 
rause the city’s former police 
chief stole the evidence to sup- 
port his cocaine habit. “It’s basi- 
cally the loss of two years’ work," 
Plymouth County EMstrict Atto'r- ; 
ney William O’Malley said. “It all a 
goes down the drain.” About 380 
cases were dismissed. “The over- 
whelming majority of these rgy* 
would have resulted in convic- 
tions if it weren’t for these prob- 
lems,” O’Malley said. Former 
police chief Richard Sproufes . 
pleaded guilty in June to stealing 
large amounts of cash and 
cocaine from the police depart- 
ment's evidence room dating 
back to 1984. He also pleaded 
gumy to two counts of intimidat- 
ing witnesses. He was ordered to 
serve at least two years and four 
months m stale prison. Author- , 

?P f0ules took about f/ 
5170,000 from the evidence * ; 

hSkmS 01 . returne d 525,000 he 
nad hidden m his cellar. Sproules, 

Jt ™ ** “sed cocaine every 
for . ^ ve yeare after trying 
* e samples he took to 
anti-drag lectures. 



